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ODELG102ZZ
10" HEAVY-DUTY TABLE SAW
WITH CAST IRON WINGS

=TasLe Size w/ ExTEnsIoN WinGs: 2714 x 405"
+RalL DiMensions: 44" x 134 * Max. Rieping Capaciry: 48°
= CutTing CapaciTy AT 907 3% * CutTing CAPACITY AT 457 2%
= 1% H.P., SinGLe-PHase, 110/220V Mator (PRe-wiReD T0 110V)
* RepesiGNED HEAv-DuTy Rip Fence witH MicRo-ADJUSTMENT KNOB
* APPROX. SHIPPING WEIGHT: 250 LBS.
IncLUDES

FREE 10"
Canmpe-Tiprsn

Saw Braog!

Reg. $448T
SALE PRICE

$395%

$68 Sripring

Anywiere w Lowrn 48 Smres

7

 MODEL G1182HW
6” X 47" JOINTER
WITH HANDWHEELS

=1 H.P., SingLe-PHAsE, 110/220V MoTor (Pre-wirep 1o 110V)
* Heavy-puTy ONE Piece STEEL STAND W/BUILT In CHIP CHUTE

* Super Heav-Dury, CenTER-MOUNTED FENCE - PosiTive sTops @ 45° & 90°
* 3 Knire BaLL BeariNg CUTTERHEAD  * TABLE SIZE: 6° X 47°

* '2* RABBETING CAPACITY

* AppROX. SHiP. WeiGHT. 215 LBS.

FREE
Pair OF SaFeTY
PusH BLoCKS

&
Reg. $325°7
SALE PRICE

$31 000

$48 SHipPING

Anrwsieae i Lowen 48 Srares

PURVEYORS OF FINE MACHINERY ™

MODEL G1023S

10” TILTING ARBOR SUPER
HEAVY-DUTY TABLE SAW

*TasLe Size w/ ExTEnSION WINGS: 36Y4 x 274"

* CutTing CaPACITY: 8 LEFT AND 25° RIGKT OF BLaDE

* 3 H.P., SiNGLE-PHASE, 220V MoTor

* ALL SeALED BALL BEARINGS * APPROX. SHIPPING WE(GHT: 360 LBS.

“You won't find a more solid performer than the Grizzly G10238
for under $1000 - You will never get hogged down

culting with this 3 H.P. animal.”

Wood Magazine

November, 2000

- '|m|,uoﬁ.; Regw
e - SALE PRICE

= $775%

$68 Snipping

Atrwnene we Lowen 48 Srares J

MODEL G1 21 z
15" PLANER
WITH CABINET STAND

*3 H.P, 220V, SinGLe-Prase MoTor
* RATE oF Feep 16 F.P.M. & 20 F.P.M.
¢ CutTeRnHeaD SpeeD: 5000 R.P.M.

* MaxiMum Cutring WioTH: 147"

* Maximum CuTtTing HEIGHT: 64"

* MaxiMum CuTTING DepT: U8
*NumBer of Knives: 3

* ArPROX. SHIPPING WEIGHT, 540 LBS.

Inctimes
JAck SCREW AND SPRING -t
Loaoeo Kwire Serrine!

Reg. $995°%
SALE PRICE

$94500

$115 Swieping

Anvwsiene v Lowen 48 Stares

MODEL G1018
8" X 65" SUPER
HEAVY-DUTY JOINTER

* 1% H.P.,, 220V, SINGLE-PHASE MOTOR * 3-KniFe CUTTERHEAD
*3-HSS Knives Are 8° x 6" x 17+ Max. CuTTing DepTH: %2

* MAGHETIC SAFETY SWITCH PROTECTS THE MOTOR AND THE OPERATOR
* BoTH InFeep anD OUTFEED TABLES ARE FULLY ADJUSTABLE

* InFeen TasLe Has RaBBETING LEDGE
* AppROX. SHIP. WEIGHT: 450 LBs.

PaiR OF SAFETY
PusH BLocks

Reg. $695°7
SALE PRICE

566 500

$68 SirPiNG

AnywrEne ) Lowen 48 Starss |

MODEL G1035
1'/: #.P. SHAPER

* 2 INTERCHANGEABLE SPINDLES: 4" AND %" * 3° SPINDLE TRAVEL
* Heavy-Duty 1%2 H.P., 110/220V MoToR
* Two Seivote Seeeps: 7,000 avp 10,000 R.P.M.
* SPINDLE OPENINGS; 1%4°, 3%4", aND 5°
* PRECISION-GROUND CAST IRON TABLE
* TasLe Size: 20%7 x 18°
* FLoOR-To-TaBLE HEIGHT: 331"
* ALL BaLL BearinG CONSTRUCTION
* Max. CuTTer DiameTER: 5°
* APPROX. SHIPPING
WEIGHT: 220 L8S.

Stown with OpmionaL Wing (G1706)

Reg. $448%0
SALE PRICE

539500

$48 SwierivG

Awrwrieae i Lowen 48 Smares

MODEL G7297

12" DISC SANDER

* 1H.P, 110V, 10 Amp MoTor * MoTor Speeo: 1750 R.PM.
* LARGE 17%4° x 8%%" ALusinum TasLE TiLts From 0° 7o 457
* SareTy ToaGLE ON/OFF SwiTCH
* Non-SLiP RusBeR FEET
* ComPACT AND PORTABLE
* IncLupes MITER GAUGE
* Accerts 12° PSA piscs
* APPROX. SHIPPING
WelGHT: 60 LBS.

SALE PRICE

$1 2995

MODELS G1183 & G1276
HEAVY-DUTY COMBO SANDERS
6" x 48" BELT — 12" DISC

MITER GAUGE INCLUDED!
= MoToR: SinGLE-PHASE, 1 H.P., In 3,450 or 1,725 R.PM.
* TABLE Size FOR BELT: 7" x 12%% * TABLE SIZE FOR 0ISC: 7" X 16
* 3" pusT PORT * Base MeasUReS: 16Y2°x 14
* G1183: 5,000 F.P.M. Bewv Speep, 3450 R.P.M,
o] ’ * G1276: 2,500 F.P.M. BeLt Seeep, 1725 R.P.M.
: * APPROX. SHIPPING WEIGHT. 155 LBS.

G1183 Reg. $399°

~ SALE PRICE 3379

4 G1276 Reg. $439°
) lf' SALE PRICE

$449%

$48 SHireing

Awvinens o Lowes 48 Srares

MODEL G1140
6" x 80" FLOOR MODEL
EDGE SANDER

*1% H.P. TEFC, 110V/220V Motor = 1725 R.P.M. Direct DAive

* 22" x 10%° Cast IroN TaBLE * 35" TABLE HEIGHT

*60° - 0° - 60° TasLe TiLr * BeLr Seeen: 1,800 F.PM.

* BeLt Size: 6" x 80° * 90° Sanping BeLT Tir

* 16/8 Amps

» PLaTeN: 6%" x 29%"

* EnD TaBLE: 414" x 8°

*4° DusT Port

* APPROX. SHIPPING
WeiGHT: 250 LBs.

Reg. $475%
SALE PRICE

$45000

$68 Swiering

Awrwnene i Lowen 48 Srares

=7

MEDIA CODE CALL FOR A FREE

AD1183 | 468 PAGE COLOR

368401658 CATALOG TODAY!

o B0 D2l VT

(570)546-9663
FAX: (800)438-5901

3 SHOWROOM LOCATIONS: BELLINGHAM, WA + SPRINGFIELD, MO » WILLIAMSPORT, PA




o

I3 19534
» FAST SHIPPING - MOST ORDERS ARE SHIPPED THE SAME DAY

» OVER ONE MILLION PARTS IN STOCK AT ALL TIMES!

Visir our WEBSITE FOR MORE SALE ITEMS
AND DETAILED INFORMATION!

MODEL G10192

14" BANDSAW
*1H.P, 110/220V, SinsLE PHase MaTor
* 2 BLape Sreens: 2500 & 3350 FPM.

* Maumum Cutring Wioti: 14%°

MODEL G1033

20" PLANER

= 3 H.P, 220V, SinGLe-PHASE MoTor
= CurteRHeAD SpeeED: 4833 R.PM.

 Hae e en, G ERM, 220 FPM (opimy] iy * Maxinun CuTTinG HEIGHT: 6%

* Max. CuTTivg WinTH: 20 18) * TaBLE Tirs: 15° LesT anp 45° RIGHT
« Max. Cutming HeigHT: 8%" =3I BUYING GUIDEQ * BLape Lenami: 98°

= Max. Cutring Depri: N S 2 oice = BLape WioTH: 4" To %7

* Numeen of Kuwes: 4 HS.S.

= AvL BaiL Bearing CONSTRUCTION

* APPROX. SHIPPING
WEIGHT: 785 Los.

4 Brave
Curreruean!

Reg. $1,295%
SALE PRICE
1,195

8115 SuirrinG

Anywwene i Lowes 48 Stares

» Cast Iron anp STeeL CONSTRUCTION
* IncLunes ¥4 Buaok, Fence
AnD MITER Gaugs
= Comme wiTH %" Buane
= OvERALL Size: 66'H x 26'W x 22°D
* APPROX. SHiPPiG WEIGHT: 165 1BS.

Reg. $335°7
SALE PRICE

$31 000

$48 SHipPinG

Awrwhene o Lowen 48 Starex

= FRIENDLY SERVICE = TRAINED ENGINEERS ON STAFF AT EACH LOCATION
© 2 QUALITY CONTROL OFFICES OVERSEAS WITH QUALIFIED ENGINEERS

f BUY DIRECT & SAVE - NO DEALERS, NO MIDDLEMEN \E

MODEL G1073

16" BANDSAW

* 2 H.P., 110/220V, (PREwIRED FOR 220V)
TEFC MortoRr wiTH CAPACITOR START

=3 Buane Seeros: 2275, 2720, 3265 FPM.

o+ Maxivum Cutring Wiots: 16%°

= Maximum Curting Helgkr 7%°

= TaLe TiLrs: 10° Lert ano 45° RiGHT

» TaBLe Size: 17" x 17°

* BLape Lensth: 113°

* Brape Wioth: %" 10 1°

* Overarl. HeiGHT: 727

= IncLupes V4 Buane, Fence aun MiTER GAUGE

= APPROX. SHIPPING WEIGHT: 456 LBS.

Reg. $625°7
SALE PRICE

$59500

$68 SHipPING

Anrwnene v Lowen 48 Stares

MODEL G1029
2 H.P. DUST COLLECTOR

» Motor Amp Draw: 12 Awps (220V onwy)
= 2 H.P, 220V, SingLe-Prase MoTor

« R.PM.: 3450

* Stancann Bag FiTrarion: 30 Microy

* Peamaplz Base Size: 21% x 3314

» Aim Suction Capacimy: 1550 C.EM.

* StaTic PRESSURE: 12.3°

« Aprrox. SHiFFiG WEIGHT. 130 L8s.

* Free CYCLONE SEPARATOR

w @

SALE PRICE

$ 23995

MODEL G1026

3 H.P. SHAPER

* 3 INTERCHANGEABLE SPINDLES: ¥4", ¥4" anp 17 # 3" SpinnLe TRaveL

= Heavy-Duty 3 H.P, SmaLe-Prase, 220V Mores with Reviasiue Swatci

= Two Seincie Specos: 7,000 ano 10,000 R.PM.

* SpinoLe OPeniNGs: 1%, 2%, 4°, aND 5"

* SURFACE GROUND |RON TaBLE

* TABLE SIZE WiTH STANDARD
WinGs ATTackED: 307 x 28%°

* FLOOR-T0-TABLE
HeigHT: 34°

* ApPROX. SHIPPING
WeIGHT 353 LBS.

Reg. $856%7
SALE PRICE

$79500

Brizzly

368 SHiering

Awrwuens v Lowen 48 Stares

$48 SHieeing

Awrwnene e Lowen 48 States

MODEL G1071

OSCILLATING SPINDLE SANDER

* 1 H.P. SincLe Prase 110/220V TEFC Maror

= ExcLusive, Cast laon 257 x 25° TasLe TiTs 10 45°R & 20°L

» STROKE LenaTH: 114 * FLoor-10-TaaLe HeiGHT: 35%
Seeep * BuiLT-m 4" Dust CoLLECTION PoAT
l * 1725 R.PM. Seinoce Speen -

MODEL G9922

OSCILLATING SPINDLE SANDER

* ' H.P. SINGLE Prase 4.6 Awe TEFC Moron

* GrounD CasT Iron 14Y2" x 14%" Tasie TiLrs 70 45°

* STROKE LemgTH: 17 # BUiLT-iN 2° Dust CoLLecTion PoRt

* FLOOR-TO-TABLE HEGHT 39"+ 3450 R.PM. SeioLe
SPINDLE OSCILLATES AT
64 STROKES-PER-MINUTE
SHIELDED & PERMANENTLY
LUBRICATED BALL BEARINGS
IncLuDEs 80 GRIT SiEEve

FOR SPinoLE, MITER GalGE

AnD WRENCH SET

ApPROX. StFFING WeiaHT 95 Lus.

Reg. $175%7
SALE PRICE

$169°0

$20 SHirPiNG

Anwrwniene w Lowen 48 Smares

* SPINDLE OSCILLATES AT 72 S.PM.

* 10 TAPERED 440 THAEADED SPINDLE Sizes

* IncLupes 100 GRIT SLEEVE FOR
EacH SpmoLe, MITER GAUGE AND
Waener SET

* Apprnx. Sripping WEGHT: 300 Les.

Reg. $525°"
SALE PRICE

$49500

868 SHiPPING

/) Awrwnere o Lowes 48 Stares

MODEL G1030

3 #H.P. DUST COLLECTOR

* 3 H.P, 220V, SinaLe-Phast,
3450 R.P.M. Moror
* Motor Awp DRaw:
15 Aups (220V ouy)
= AR SucTion CAPACITY:
2300 C.FM.
* Stamic Pressurt: 16.7°
* STANDARD BAG
Firrrarion: 30 Micron
= APFROX. SHIPPING
WEIGHT: 170 185,

FREE 4 x 10 HOSE!

Reg. $455°7
SALE PRICE

$4250

§48 SHirPinG

Awvwnere iy Lowen 48 Srares

— W
| vovsicgm,

MODEL G1066

24" DRUM SANDER

* 5 H.P. 220V Drunt Motor Daives 2 ALuminum Sanome DRUMS
* s H.P. Cotiveyor MoToR GIvis an 11 FPM Rare or Fetp

* 2 BuiLt-In 4° DusT Porrs FOR EasY Hook-Up To COLLECTION Syt
* ALl STEEL CONSTRUCTION

* STATE-OF-THE-ART
CoMPUTER BALANCED
Drums

= Havoies Stock ur To
235" wiDE x 474" THICK

* APEROX. SHIPPING
WeIGHT. 430 Les.

Reg. $1,895%
SALE PRICE

$1045%

$68 SHipPing

Aurwwene w Lowen 48 Srares

. OVER 10,000 TOOLS AVAILABLE ON-LINE!

\RECEIVE A FREE GIFT WITH EVERY ONLINE ORDER

grizziy.com |




THE NEW MAYOR OF TRUCKVILLE

¢

It rules not with an iron fist but a hydroformed steel frame. The Next Generation Dodge Ram. This mayor has the machinery
you need to make things happen. ® The two new Magnum® engines make for a great introduction — they introduce the bac!(
of your neck to the headrest ® We took compromise for a riéle and compromise didn’t come back. Proof? A full-size bed, four
full-size doors, and the'm_ost interior room in the class* ® Those two rear doors open so wide you'll be tempted to throfw

| A

*Automotive News, full-size pickups, half-ton models, Always use seat belts, Remember, a backseat is the safest place for children 12 and undar,




your fishing rod in sideways ® Your stuff is
your own %*#@! business. Keep it that way with
hidden underseat and in-floor storage. Call

800-4ADODGE or visit www.4adodge.com .

GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS @ RAM

DODGE



‘Blades

Heavy duty, commercial
grade band saw blades.

For use by professional
woodworkers and craftsmen in
industrial, woodworking, and
furniture manufacturing applications.

The most efficient, long lasting blades
with induction hardened teeth

for cutting wood, plastic, and
non-ferrous metal.

Visit Your Olson Dealer and
Ask for the New All Pro Blades.

OLSON"

THE OLSON SAW CO,
16 Stony Hill Road, Bethel, CT 06801

Manufacturers of Fine Quality Saw Blades Since 1918

PLANER — Dimension
your own lumber to
meet your exact specs
without paying custom
milling fees.

SaNDER — Replace
hours of tedious
hand sanding with
one pass.

Danny Ferrington uses the RBI Universal Woodplaner to create
one of a kind guitars for stars like Waylon Jennings, Emmy Lou
Harris, Eddie Van Halen and Eric Clapton to name & few.

MoLDER — Create
special moldings for
your home from over
500 standard patterns,
or create your own

Call Toll Free and get a Free Fact Kit
custom patterns.

1-800-487-2623

l'blndustries, inc.
PO Box 369 = Harrisonville, MO 64701
www.rbiwoodtools.com

GANG SAW - Rip
lumber accurately to
your specs with a finish
that's as smooth as a
joined edge.

IMPORTANT: Cover removed fo
show woadplaner components. Do .
nol operate maching without cover.
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OSCILLATING

INNOVATIVE PRODUCTS

QUALITY MACHINES DESIGNED FOR PRACTICAL USE

New, from the maker of the famous Shop Fox® Mobile Bases and Tablega?\_
Fences is this partial line-up of fine woodworking machines. Whether it is the
patented oscillating drum sanding feature on the drill press or the patent pending

mortising machine, Shop Fox® machines are designed for exceptional value.
SEE THESE FINE MACHINES AT A DEALER NEAR YOU!

DRriLL PRESS
®TABLE SWING: 360°

MORTISING ¢ MoToRr: % H.P., 3450 R.P.M.
MACHINE  *ADJUSTABLE DEPTH STOP ROD

- | ®Mortor: ¥ H.P.

110V, 1725 R.P.M. ¢ 12 speeps: 250-3050 R.P.M.

% UNIQUE SWIVELING BASE

¥ OVERALL HEIGHT: 38" % WARRANTY: 2 YEARS

| [ PATENT PENDING |

# SPINDLE TRAVEL: 34"
#Swing: 13Y"

# DRILL CHuCK: %"
#TaBLE: Rounp 12%" Dia.

¢ WEeiGHT: 115 LBS.

Standard Drill Press
Mode converts to
quick-change
Oscillation Spindle
Sander in seconds!

W1668
SHOP FOX®
Oscillating Drill Press

Includes DRUM SANDER SET
The patented oscillating feature
moves the spindle up and down
while rotating.

-

S e

Features the patent pending
QUICK BLADE TENSION LEVER

16" BANDSAW

4 Moror size: 12 H.P. 110/220V
4 MAX. CUTTING WIDTH: 15%"
% MaAX. CUTTING HEIGHT: 8'»"
"® TaBLE size: 16" X 16"
¢ TABLE HEIGHT: 42" i
4 BLADE SIZE RANGE: 4" - 14" L -
4 BLADE LENGTH: 115" |

¢ BLADE SPEEDS: 2300/3300 F.P.M

@ WARRANTY: 2 YEARS
¢ WEIGHT: 250 LBS.
W1673
SHOP FOX®

16" Bandsaw

Available from quality dealers

around the country INTERNATIONAL INC.

1-800-840-8420 saleséwoodstockint.com * www.woodstockinternational.com

WOODSTOCK-22 .

4 HYDRAULIC CYLINDER
FOR SOFTER RELEASES
¢ 6" x 16" wWOOD TABLE
" & MORTISE TO THE CENTER

OF A 8" WIDE BOARD
# MORTISE LUMBER TO 8%" THICK
4 HEAVY CAST IRON CONSTRUCTION
# WARRANTY: 2 YEARS
¢ WEIGHT: 90 LBS.

w1671
SHOP FOX®
Mortising Machine
The unique SWIVELING
BASE allows easy off the

bench operations and opens new
possibilities for custom mortises.

2 H.P. Dust COLLECTOR

4 MoroR Size: 2 H.P., 110/220V,
SINGLE-PHASE, 3450 R.P.M.

4 Motor Amp Draw: 18/9

% 5" INLET WITH A REMOVABLE “Y” FITTING
WITH (2) 4" OPENINGS

# PoRrTABLE BASe Size: 21'%" x 334"

# BaG Vorume: 5.4 Cusic FEET

# HEIGHT (WITH BAGS INFLATED): 78"

4 BaG Size (pia. x DEPTH): 19" X 33" (2)

¢ Air SucTioN CapaciTy: 1550 C.F.M.

# S1aTIC PRESSURE: 12.3"

# StanDARD Bag FiLTRATION: 30 MicRoN

# WARRANTY: 2 YEARS

 WeiGHT: 130 LS.

W1666

SHOP FOX®
2 H.P. Dust Collector

Shop Fox®
is a Registered Trademark of
Woodstock International, Inc.

iF ALYl

P



Editor’s Letter

hen I was buying my

first shop tools in the late

1970s, there wasn't much
good buying advice out there. [ made
good choices for the most part, but
also made my share of bonehead buys.
There was the inexpensive belt sander
that gouged everything it touched (for
the longest time I thought my tech-
nique was the problem). Then there
was the great deal I got on a used band-
saw; it only needed new tires, and wheel
balancing, and a new motor, and new
guides, and a new switch. Oh yes, I
mustn’t forget the new lathe that
worked great, but cost twice as much as
I should’ve paid.

Now, there are tool tests to help you
out in most woodworking magazines.
I'm partial, but I think ours are the
most thorough and reliable you can
find. I'd like to tell you why.

How We Do Tool Tests
With a whole pile of tools waiting in the
shop to test, we feel like the proverbial
kids in a candy store. But getting to
that point is plenty of work. Qur policy
is to test every brand, not just the big
names. {There are some great buys

among the lesser-known brands.)
Every tool has to be unpacked, assem-
bled, and tuned up. Not a big deal on
sanders, but try it on 25 jointers!

Then the editors get a crack at them.
Our editors are all former professional
woodworkers, so they bring many years
of experience to our tool evaluations.
Not that they generally agree, but that’s
good; no single editor’s idiosyncratic
preferences can bias our recommen-
dations. Then we conduct a second
test, one that’s unique to AW. We bring
in a panel of consumer woodworkers,
of varying ages and skill levels, short
and tall, righties and southpaws, men
and women, to evaluate the tools. Why?
Because as pro woodworkers we have
our share of prejudices, and we bal-
ance them with the perspective we gain
from regular woodworkers, Finally, we
talk to manufacturers, engineers and
tool-repair shops. After all the infor-
mation has been gathered, our dedi-
cated fact-checking department
ensures that specifications and facts
are correct.

All of this is to make sure that when
you purchase an AW Editors’ Choice or
Best Buy tool, you'll be happy with it.

You'll find more buying advice in
American Woodworker than any other
magazine. Period. I hope it helps you
avoid an “Oops!” when you're outfitting
your shop.

ken_collier@readersdigest.com

How to reach us

We welcome your comments, sugges-
tions, or complaints. Write to us at:
American Woodworker, 2915 Commers
Dr., Suite 700, Eagan, MN 55121 Phone:
(651) 454-9200 Fax: (651) 994-2250
e-mail: amwood@concentric.net

Back issues

Some are available for $5 each. Copies of
past articles: photocopies are available
for $3 each. For either, write or call:
American Woodworker Reprint Center,
PO. Box 83695, Stillwater, MN 55083-
0695, (715) 2464344, 8 AM to 5 PM CST,
Mon. through Fri. Visa, MasterCard and
Discover accepted.

Subscription inquiries
American Woodworker, Subscriber
Service Dept., PO. Box 2134, Harlan, 1A
51593-0323; (800) 666-3111; e-mail:
AWW custserv@ cdsfulfillment.com

American Woodworker 2002 TOOL BUYER'S GUIDE 7



Unfinished To Finished
In Half The

Now wood finishing is twice as long-lasting protection and a warm

U i
&% 1" luster. Polyshades comes in a variety of

. . . ®
fast, twice as easy with Minwax®

Polyshades” That's because Polyshades” .. colors, and can be used over raw
combines stain and polyurethane in wood or even previously finished wood,
one. Stain to add rich color and enhance without having to strip away the old finish.

wood's natural grain, and polyurethane for Polyshades. A beautiful finish in a lot less time.
STAIN & POLYURETHANE IN ONE

Makes And Keeps Wood Beautiful” i

%2001 Minwax Company. All rights reserved. 3 WORKSHOP
®Minwax and Polyshades are registered trademarks. minwax.com PROUDSPONSOR
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How to Use this
Tool Buyer’s Guide

he AW Tool Buyer’s Guide is a composite: one-half

is the printed magazine you have in your hands, and

the other half is the set of charts on our Web site that
detail specifications and prices for a wide variety of tool
categories.

Charts on the Web
You'll find the charts at www.americanwoodworker.com.
These detailed charts are updated each summer, and checked
with each manufacturer for accuracy. It would be great if we
could include all of them in the print portion of the Guide,
but they’re simply too cumbersome. The tool categories that
we cover on the Web include:
Air Compressors; from small to industrial size
Air Nailers
Bandsaws
Belt/Disc Sanders
Cordless Drills; various voltages
Drill Presses; benchtop and floor models
Dust Collectors
Jigsaws
Lathes; mini, benchtop and jumbo-size
Routers: large, medium and trim
Jointers; benchtop up to industrial
Tablesaw; contractor and cabinet models
Miter Saws; regular and compound
Planers; portable and stationary

Woodworker’s Library ME
T R I T I S F T T N TR P A CE T RN P

ROUTERS Taow &kﬂ.ﬂ % GUIDE 2001
KEY: Trigger Location B = bady, H = handle. Plunge Lock: L = locked when pressed,
Fixed unlocked when pressed, T = twist handle to lock/unlock. *Soft-stat. **Has depth-
adjustment knob. Hew models in red
Brand & List Speeds Coet Tgger Oe Weight
Model price [P |ipm) # \ocalon | nm by |Comments & Featre
8,000 - Hlectic vanable spee
1m 2 25000 14 H 2 9 with soft start, &
pinion weight ad).
79 (1% ios000 (1 H 2 oz | P
T Predision cenlerng
Besan 13/ 144,38, !
SE 381 25,000 e 178 8 Syslem, magnesium
161BEVS 4 11/2, 8mm i body: Soft St D nat
- Predision centerng
Bosch 13¢ 1/4, 38 g s
1 o (373 25,000 * amm |B 178 75 sysiem; magnesium
1617EVSK 4 12, 8mm body inchudes case.
foerCabe g9 |78 (22000 {14 B 112 6g  |albrakd deprvad)
| Hing.
5 131 iCalibrated deph-
Makita 360183352 ] 23000 1lfl:“l-/‘2 H 2 \;B adustment.
- 1 Calibrated depth-adj.
Malita 3806 (174 |1 |30000 (14 P 3 55  |Rag oot
Deph-ad. ing; workl
Gasmen 170 3 Vioso00 |14 H 112 8 [zeoreseling spnd
Rack & pirion deph
Dewat  lorg |3 Vissoon |12 |8 238 73 ad. almeta nousig
and fan
WEwalkee RIEL & 1/4,38, Callbrated depth-ad.
Li a7 |3V loasoo |13 B 2 14 85 oo phi-ad)
rorer-Cable |ogy |1 V1300 |14.38. |g 112 B |Selteject colet

Random Orbit Sanders
Plate Jointers
Scrolisaws

Thickness Planers

Editors’ Choice and Best Buy Tools

You'll notice that we often make a specific recommendation,
either an Editors’ Choice or a Best Buy. These are the result
of our exhaustive tool tests involving all the brands available
in that category. An Editors’ Choice is the tool that we feel
delivers the best performance in its category, regardless of
price. The Best Buy tool is the one that delivers the best bal-
ance between performance and price. Every tool category is
different, and in some we may choose one but not the other.

A full list of the tools we have tested rigorously enough to
make recommendations begins on page 118, along with
tools that have come on the market since the test and which
particularly impressed us.

Feedback
We are always looking for feedback on tools, either your
reactions to tools that you own, or your votes for tools that
you would like to see reviewed. Send your comments to:
Tool Buyer’s Guide, American Woodworker, 2915
Commers Drive, Suite 700, Eagan, MN 55121 or
amwood@concentric.net. . w
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By Leland Stone and Staff

Best Grinder for
Woodworking

Q. I'd like to buy a grinder that will
handle a variety of maintenance
projects and also be good for sharp-
ening my woodworking tools.What
should | look for?
Walt Vita
Winona, MN

A. Finding a bench grinder that’s
good for general home use is easy; find-
ing one that’s right for woodworking
ism’t. For under $50 you can find a rea-
sonable 6-in. grinder, one that’ll run
at 3,400 rpm or so, with a worklight,
medium and coarse wheels, and gen-
eral-purpose tool rests. For sharpening
woodworking tools, the best setup is
more specialized. You don’t need a
larger, 8-in. or 10-in. grinder, but the
majority of experienced woodworkers
would recommend:

m Stiff, fully adjustable tool rests. It’s
impossible to sharpen plane irons so
the edge is straight if the tool rest flexes
under your fingers. It should also be
adjustable in and out (necessary for
safety as the wheel gets smaller) and for
different angles. :

m A friable fine-grit wheel. Normal
gray wheels have a vicious tendency
to overheat the thin edges of chisels
and plane irons, even with careful
attention. The symptom is a blue color,
and the problem is that the temper of
the tool is removed, making the edge

hard to sharpen. The softer, friable
white or pink wheels are much more
forgiving. These wheels are available
from specialty retailers for $30 to $50.
Buy a medium (180) grit for general
tool sharpening.
= Low-speed. Normal grinders operate
at 3,400 rpm, because the grinding is
more aggressive, and the motor is
cheaper. However, a speed of 1,750 rpm
or so is much less likely to burn your
tool edges. However, grinders that oper-
ate at this speed are harder to find and
generally, but not always, more expen-
sive. In practice, many woodworkers
are successful on high-speed grinders,
as long as they’re equipped with a fri-
able wheel and good rests, and are used
with a light touch.

Here are three machines you might
consider: The Craftsman 6-in. Grind-
ing Center, which has good tool rests
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and a variable-speed motor that will
slow down to 2,000 rpm, sells for only
$60. Add a friable wheel and you're still
under $100. Delta sells a massive 8-in.
grinder with good tool rests that comes
equipped with a friable wheel and sells
for $170. And Highland Hardware sells
a slow-speed, 8-in. grinder with basic
tool rests and friable wheels for $190
Finally, equip your grinder with a
good wheel dresser to keep the wheels
straight and clean. There are several
styles of dressers. They all work,
but our favorite is a T-shaped
diamond dresser; you can get one at
Amazon.com for under $20.

If you have a question youd like answered,
send it to us at: Question & Answer,
American Woodworker, 2915 Commers
Drive; Suite 700, Eagan, MN 55121.
Sorry, but the volume of mail prevenes us
from answering each question individually.
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Industrial
PURVEYORS OF FINE MACHINERY™

A SPECIAL OFFER FROM THE PRESIDENT OF GRIZZLY INDUSTRIAL, INC.

WITH PURCHASE _ :
OF JIG SAW

set includes 5 different / /

& blade holders, 2 awl holders,
33 razor-sharp blade assortment,
6 awl points, instant glue and a
sharpening stone - all neatly
organized in a handy storage
B case.

this 52 piece razor knife

A GREAT GIFT FOR THE
HOME HOBBIEST!

A $29° VALUE!

BOTHS

VARIABLE SPEED JIG SAW

G89941
VARIABLE SPEED JiG SAW

A powerful saw to do those heavy contour
cutting jobs! Variahle speeds up to 3100
SPM. Has four settings of blade orbit for
cutting different types of materials.
Footplate can he angled for bevel

/

H2667 :: ua UJJL_{ ""_ cuts. Includes blade change and
52 Piece S, o = =" footplate adjustent tools.
RAZOR Tl &, J :J':J w= Uses Tang-Shank style hlades.
. < J o 10 ASSORTED
KNIFE SET g N ianouie T JIG SAW BLADES INCLUDED!
reat for hobb .y
Gand crgﬂ projeycts, /’/ e - TRUSTED, PROVEN &

A ' A GREAT VALUE SINCE 1983!

"« HUGE INVENTORY OF HIGH QUALITY WOODWORKING AND

METALWORKING TOOLS & ACCESSORIES
* FRIENDLY AND KNOWLEDGEABLE SERVICE
« FAST SHIPPING — MOST ORDERS ARE SHIPPED WITHIN 1 DAY
« TRAINED ENGINEERS ON STAFF AT EACH LOCATION P
« 2 QUALITY CONTROL OFFICES OVERSEAS WITH ?ﬁ”"

QUALIFIED ENGINEERS N oan
« OVER ONE MILLION PARTS IN STOCK AT ALL TIMES Sl G
= NO DEALERS, NO MIDDLEMEN — i

BUY DIRECT AND SAVE!

= 1-800-523-4777

374901658

MEDIA CODE

AD1228

3 CONVENIENT SHOWROOM LOCATIONS:
BELLINGHAM, WA - SPRINGFIELD, MO - MUNCY, PA
CUSTOMER SERVICE: 570-546-9663 Fax: 1-800-438-5901

OVER 10.000-PRODUCTS ONLINE!

RECEIVE A FREE GIFT wiTH
EVERY ONLINE ORDER
{Limited Time Offer)




Question & Answer

What’s the Deal with Combination Planer/Molders?

Q. I'm shopping for a planer, and can be used to make moldings.What
am also planning to do a bunch of do you think of them?

trim work in my house: crown

moldings, door casings, and the like. Emily Pederson
I’'m intrigued by the planers that also Davis, CA

Heaw Duty E|ECtI‘IC

ET100™
Nail Masler

-Eryanom#;_ |
DGSigﬂ | ,

PHOTO COURTESY OF MANUFACTURER

A. The least expensive molder/plan-
ers sell for around $800 and have a
13-in. capacity. This is around $500
more than you would pay for a similar-
sized portable planer by the same man-
ufacturer. One thing you're getting for
the extra money is stability; the
molder/planer weighs three to four
times as much as the portable planer,
and has its own stand. You also get a
heavy-duty induction motor, rather
than the lighter universal motor of the
portable planer. Simply put, you're get-
ting a heavier-duty machine that will

Shoots 5 .- put in more mdﬂeskof planing, but also

- costs more and takes up“more space.

Dlﬁerent Whether you can sa\}/)e mone;) mak-
Length Brads

ing your own molding depends on how
much you cut, and how much you pay
for lumber. In our neck of the woods,
1x4 oak sells for around $1.60/ft., and
oak crown molding sells for around
$2.50/ft., so you can save about $1.10/ft.
The cutters for crown molding cost
around $100, so you break even at 90 ft.
of molding, which is a couple average-
size rooms.
Cost aside, a molder/planer gives
_ you the unique capacity to make mold-
Arrow Fastener Co., Inc., 271 Mayhiil Street, Saddle Brook, New Jersey 07663

“ Canada: Jardel Distributors, inc.. 6505 Melropoiitan Blvd. £ast, Montreal, Quebec H1P 1X9 ings from cherry, white oak or other
sold.  United Kingdom: Arrow Fastener (U.K.) Ltd., 14 Barclay Road, Croydon, Surrey CRO 1IN interesting woods. You wor’t find these

‘Wherever fine tools aré

www.arrowfastener.com ©2000 ARROW FASTENER COMPANY. INC. Rav.700
moldings at the lumberyard!
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Which Square
Should | Buy?

Q. I'm starting off in woodwork-
ing and am confused

by the number of squares available.
Some look pretty sophisticated and
are fairly pricey.What should | look
for in a good, all-around shop
square?

Alan Powers
Castle, CO

A My first choice for an essential kit
of layout tools is a good square,” says
John Economaki, president and CEO
of Bridge City Tool Works (Portland,
OR, www.bridgecitytools.com). Econo-
maki notes that many established
shops have a collection of squares, usu-
ally acquired one after the other, when
the previous squares proved insuffi-
ciently accurate.

In our experience, it’s very useful to
have one very precise square in your
shop. You can rely on this square for
machinery setup, such as setting your
jointer fence and your tablesaw blade
square to the table. It is possible to test
your tools—and quite accurately,
too—Dby cutting test pieces of wood,
but it’s slow and cumbersome. A small,
accurate square is much easier.

When choosing a square, Econo-
maki says you should expect to spend
$10 to $20 per inch of blade length for
a good-quality square. Your very accu-
rate square need not be large; between
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3 and 6 in.is fine. It can be a combina-
tion model that has a 45 degree angle,
or one that simply does 90 degrees.
Watch out for “machinist’s squares”
selling for very low prices—
there’s nothing magical about
the word “machinist’s,” nor

Question & Answer

are machinist’s squares necessarily
more accurate. Most woodworkers also
have a larger, less precise (and less
expensive) square for general use in
checking their project parts. If you
happen to drop it youre not out $100.

< 41 Indexed Angle Stops over * 90° range

Incra:
ITER1000

+ 27" Miter Fence + Dual-Fiip Stop

Incra:
MITER3000

+ 364 indexed Angle Stops over * 80° range

ommusrmwiw + Integral Hold-down Clamping System
+ 36-84" Miter Fence + Dual-Fliip Stop  + Renewable Zers Clearance Right Panel

) + 18" Incra Track Fence with Siide Stop
v *_Sll_lll GlideL OCK™ Miter Bar with 6 Width Adjustment Points

+ Steel GlideLOCK™ Miter Bar with 8 Width Adjustment

+ Steel Glidel 0CK™ Miter Bar with 10 Width Adjustment Points

\' 2

Produce perfect gap-free hairline
glue joints on the mitered corners of
any multi-sided object on your first

try without trial-and-error setups.

-y

_Th_g; Incra Tool

1-800-752-0725

Source
ANl models include: Afustable GiSoLock Mter Bar ncra LV LV VY- woodpeck.com
Specified Fence with Stop Positioner, and FREE Video Brochure.



Question & Answer

Anti-Kickback Router Bits

Q. I've noticed some router bits are available with an “anti-kickback”
feature. If this works, this seems like a great thing. Does it What's the

downside?

Frank Sherer
New Orleans, LA

professional, the Leigh Jig will
help you create your best work.
Versacility with precision make
the Leigh Doverail Jig better than
the rest. Rout through and half-
blind dovetails, with variable
spacing of pins and tails, on one
jig. Create decorative Isoloc joints,
finger joints, and multiple

The World’s Best
Router Joinery Jigs
Thinking Jig? Think Leigh.
Whether you're a hobbyist or a

mortise & tenons easily with
Leigh atrachments. And our
easy-to-follow user guide will
help make it happen fast! Call
toll free now to learn more.

L=+

Joining Tradition With Today

Call For Your Free Leigh Catalog Today! 1-800-663-8932

Leigh Industries Ltd., PO Box 357, Port Coquitlam, BC, Canada V3C 4K6 Tel. 604 464-2700 Fax 604 464-7404 Web www.leighjigs.com

A. Yes, anti-kick-
back router bits are
safer, and they don’t
cost more.

‘We talked to Jim Brewer, Vice Pres-
ident of operations for Freud, one com-
pany that makes anti-kickback router
bits. He described the principle: “Basi-
cally, the amount of bite that each flute
can take is limited to 1.1 millimeter.
This prohibits the operator from over-
feeding the material (or ‘hogging the
cut’), which in turn reduces the risk
of kickback.” The anti-kickback design
“doesn’t impose any access problems
during the sharpening process. It also
doesn’t impair the cutting ability of
the bit, and it doesn’t raise the cost of
the bit. There’s no reason not to use
these bits.”

We use anti-kickback bits routinely
in our shop. However, an anti-kickback
bit alone can’t produce a safe cut. Here
are some safety rules that help:

m Avoid heavy cuts. Make multiple
passes instead. 2

m Don’t rout small pieces. Either make
the cut on a larger piece and cut it
down to size, or attach the small piece
to a larger piece of wood for routing.
m Use featherboards. On a router table,
they make it harder for the wood to be
kicked back. (They save fingers, too!)
m Feed AGAINST the rotation! This is
most important. If youre feeding the
wood s0 it’s going with the rotation of
the bit, watch out; the router can snatch
the wood out of your hands to create a
dangerous kickback. Feeding wood in
this direction is called climb-cutting.
Once in a while it is the only way to get
a clean cut, but do it with feather-
boards, push blocks and extra care.
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Question & Answer

time is simply not a big deal when
youre close to a charger and have a
second battery ready to go. It’s not like
you're up on a scaffold or working all
over a big construction site, For shop-
based work, handling is much more
important.

Nickel-Metal
Hydride or
Nickel
Cadmium?

Q. ! see some cordless tools with
nickel-metal hydride and some with
nickel cadmium batteries.What’s the
difference between them?

PHOTOGRAPHY: MIKE KRIVIT

+ True maching shop accuracy ... perfect repeatability ... exceptional strength
+ INCRA precision on both sides of the blade with micro adjustability te 0.001"
+ Heavy-duty rail system with 5-point fence lock, plus easy installation

Fritz Stein
Pittsboro, NC

A. This is a complex question, one
that industry experts do not agree on.

We talked to folks from DeWalt,
where cordless tools have nickel cad-
mium (NiCad) batteries, Makita, where
most tools have nickel-metal hydride
(NiMH) batteries, and Panasonic,
which sells drills with both battery
types. In simple terms, the differences
are: NIMH batteries give you a longer
run time per charge, but do not have as
long a lifespan (total number of
charges) as NiCad batteries under lab-
oratory conditions. A NiMH battery
can be thrown in the trash, but it should
be recycled. A NiCad battery must be
recycled. A drill with a pair of NIMH

Incra:
Ultra TS-3a

&

* mm,wmmmmsmmlwuumwmm
o Infeed and outteed carriages lock together for making box joints and dovetall joinery Call tgp
+ True spiinter-free, zero clearance operation — the quick, easy and safe way %

Incra:
Twin Lineadar

batter1e§ vjnll cc?st arounFi $15 more e pevoes et dith's et s -
than a similar NiCad-equipped tool. Q@ o oo rsises pasels, perioct odge jainting o sffsat foaco kalves for accupats skapiny Call fops
Where the disagreements lie is in « For stand-alone on router table or connect to INGRA TS or Ultra System W

how long the two kinds of batteries last
in real-world conditions, where ambi-
ent heat, the intensity of the work, the
pattern of recharging, and many other
variables affect a battery’s lifespan. To
further complicate this, there is no
industry standard to define when a
battery is “dead”” If it originally drove
100 screws per charge, is it dead when
it can only drive 752 50? Or 12 Though
NiCads last for significantly more

Incra:
Wonder Fenc

charge cycles in the laboratory, propo- Make ordinary woodworking ! i
nents of NiMH will say that in the real operations quicker, easier, and 2! -— ;c .
world, the difference is small. i e el ol
> more accurate than ever with -
Our opinion: If you're a wood- WWW-Wﬂﬂdﬂeb‘k.cﬂm

these great tools from INCRA.

worker, choose your drill based on
other features than battery type. Run

1-800-752-0725
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Question & Answer

Planer or Small Drum Sander?

Q. I'd like to try using more rough lumber, but I'm not sure whether to
choose a portable planer at around four bills, or a drum belt sander at
around eight.What insight can you offer to help me make up my mind?

Patrick McGregor
Sperryville, VA
A. Like most tool purchases, this decision depends on what kind of work you
plan to do. For almost all woodworkers, the tool to buy first, the one that's most
useful for general woodworking, is the planer.

The advantages of the planer are speed, economy and compact size. With a
$300 machine you can quickly bring a pile of material down to final thickness,
then pick up the planer and store it on a shelf. The disadvantages are the rela-
tively narrow bed (12 to 13 in.), compared to a drum sander (24 to 32 in.), the
tendency of most small planers to snipe the boards (make a slightly deeper cut
at the ends) and their inclination to tear out the grain on highly figured wood.
Without a wide jointer, it’s a little tricky to plane rough lumber so it’s dead flat;
the planer squashes a cupped board as it goes through, making it thinner, but
most of the cup returns when the board exits the machine.

Good, affordable drum sanders are a new addition to the woodworker’s arse-
nal. The ‘open’ style drum sander, where the drum is supported only on one end,
allows users to sand from both edges, effectively doubling the sanding width.
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They're great for wide, glued-up pan-
els. Drum sanders are also perfect for
figured wood, because there is no tear-
out, and for small and thin pieces,
which get torn up in planers. Prices
start at around $800.

i\

~ Jet...the Power to Shape Your Ideas.

~ And the Store to Make
. Them a Reality.

The Jet store is now open with over
200 Jet products in stock, including
best sellers and hard-to-find
attachments. Complete
product information
including customer
reviews make comparing
products quick and easy.
Visit the Jet store and see why Jet
is one of the fastest growing
brands in the industry.

e Lazy Susans

e Fasteners

=X

Ve )
.
R

Visit the Jet store at

.amazon.com/jet

Call for your FREE Tool Crib catalog 1-800-635-5140

CrDCLC
AN

Lowest prices,
Largest selection,

Best Service

e Knobs & pulls (1600+ choices)
¢ Hinges (150+ choices)

e Cafches & locks

o Drawer slides (50+ choices)

¢ Shelf hardware

o Kitchen & bath organizers
s Lighting & supplies
» Wood accessories

s Adhesives & glues
¢ Tools & safety equipment

C

Our 240 page specification
catalog contains over 6,500
in-stock items.

= Woodworker’s

dust collectors
Saws
shapers

jointers
wood lathes
sanders

planers
the Jet store g
planer-molders

PHOTO COURTESY OF MANUFACTURER




What Kind of Saw for Dovetails?

Q. I'd like to try hand-cutting dovetails for the drawers of a
sideboard I'm building. What kind of saw do | need for this job?

Mike Scully
Mobile, AL
A\ Dovetailing can become something of a religion
among woodworkers, with passionate true-believers in
one approach or another. There are many tools and tech-
niques that work, but when it comes to the saws, there are
two types: Japanese and Western.

Japanese-style saws cut on the pull stroke, have fine,
thin teeth and produce a very thin kerf. This means less
effort, and consequently, more control for many people,
especially beginners. Western saws cut on the push stroke
and produce a thicker kerf. They have either a pistol-style
handie, like the Lie-Nielsen saw we show at right, or a sim-
ple straight handle like a chisel. Prices range from $15 up
to well over $100.

A good, sharp saw of either type will allow you to cut per-
fect dovetails. But sharpening can be a problem. The teeth on
these saws are very fine, and sharpening them by hand is no
picnic, and doesn’t always work. Be sure your local sharp-

Question & Answer

ening shop

can handle saws

like this. Inexpensive
Western saws, in particular,
are not at their peak right out of
the box; they need further sharpen-
ing and setting. Japanese saws work right
out of the box. There are some very appealing

Japanese saws that require no sharpening; they

use inexpensive super-hard replaceable blades.

What kind of saw you use is much Jess important than hav-
ing your wood flat, and using softer species like pine, and wal-
nut, Then, just practice. Cut a bunch of dovetails before you
try them on a project, and even if you've done them lots of
times before, warm up (and remind yourself how they go
together) with a test piece. MW
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(XY Kreg

POCKET HOLE SYSTEMS

AD CODE AW0111

~ PriceCutter.com

“THE WOODWORKER'S BEST VALUE"

GREAT WOODWORKING TOOLS AND
ACCESSORIES AT GREAT PRICES.

4-PIECE Have you discovered the
ROUTER BIT SET Pocket Hole Advantage?
INCLUDES WOODEN BOX Experience the joinery

4-Piece Set Consists of: technique everyone’s
®L K and YOUR talking about...
Radius Roundover Bits CHOICE!
Plegs. 2% bearing to ;ﬁ';osohz‘;"" Kreg offers solutions to all of your joinery needs with
convert to beading profile 172 Shank Pocket Hole Systems from $20 to $3,000, including
All bits two flute, carbide tipped ~ #490029  INNO

our most popular tool the
. (03 Mreg g ProPack. __

CUTTER CLEANER

Removes pitch and gum restn build up from router bits, saw blades,

shaper cutters, planer and jointer knives, drill bits and even hand tools. CUTTER G
A clean cutter gives you better cuts with less drag and burning, extends | fleanes | = 3
tool life. Simply spray on and wipe off. 18 oz. aerosol can. i

G. $8:99 EA.

2 FOR #A5053 2 [

Buy 1 Get 1

FREE

Clamp and drive
self-tapping screws.

«a»

www.kregtool.com

Drill pocket holes.

Cut wood square.

PriceCutter.com, P.O. Box 1100 - Chardon, OH 44024
Offars Expirs: 12-31-01

FREE WOODWORKING CATALOG

Visit our website to learn more.

Call 1-888-288-2487 or Visit www.pricecutter.com
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with cast-iron win 49+
28-tooth carbide.

tipped blade FREE




ﬁ

Tools Pictured:

18" Bandsaw, $1,099*
3 blades FREE

164" Drill Press, $399+
ortising attachment

and 3 bits FREE

tand Planer, $1190+
set FREE

15" Closed §
Extra knife
1100 crm Dust Collector, $299+
One tool connection kit FREE
1236 Wood Lathe with stand, $579«
8-piece chisel set FREE

| ERFORMAY

16-32 Plus Drum Sander, $790+
Caster set and 2 extra

boxes of sandpaper FREE

. Tools not shown:
g : XACTA SAW™

left- and right-tilt, 3 HE $1499+
Y e Table and legs set FREE

| Mini Lathe, $349+
fi“ - 18-piece Pen turning kit FREE

1000 CFM Ajr Filtration System, $239+
Extra elactr

ostatic outer filter FREE

6" Closed Stand Jointer, $499+
2

extra knife sets FREE

1% HP Closed Stand Shaper, $690x

12-piece carbide router bit set FREE

i 14" Closed Stand Bandsaw, $599+
Rip fence and mitre gauge FREE

ET Proudly presents the Gold Series —
ur best-

selling tools matched with _ mm J E T ERFORMA
FREE accessory package!

+ through March 31, 2002,
*MSRP on aff models as shown.




| Bl 4 oludlng |
Bonds EverythmgBathe Kitchen Sink.

For over 50 years, Titebond® glues and adhesives have set the industry standard for
excellence in performance and application. Introducing the HiPURformer™ '
Advanced Bonding System. It combines the highest-quality polyurethane hot- melt :
adhesives with the most efficient, cost-effective application system.

Throw in the kitchen sink ceramij
and you've got the \Nood' Cess

ey,
perfect solution ((\\(\e €n o
for all your @4'
bonding (0 - /g((\
needs. <2 o= 2
N
O 5
§ 5,
Y 4

Don't let this unique opportunity

go down the drain. Call today for

more information on how the

HiPURformer™ Advanced

. Bonding System will improve your
- woodworking, remodehng and

repair experrence

' ’ : , : y = e ’Visit us/.at 1
Franlflm Iﬂtemaﬂanal : : ; ~ Booth #3798 at the
Columbus Ohio 43207 * 800-347- 4583 t|tebond com - AWFS Woodworking Fair



sati 'e":'tc.i'of?kB“Y a bandsaw.
You’ll be able to make puzzlesand
boxes, rough out turning and carving
blanks, add curves to your furniture and resaw large
.chunks of wood. Few other machines can do as much
in a woodshop, and in such a user-friendly fashion.

Bridgewood PBS440; $1,795.

The Family
Two branches, floor models and bench-
tops, make up the bandsaw family tree.

Floor Models,
for Resawing
If you plan on doing (S
mostly heavy-duty
Floor Models, General Use cutting (like resaw-

These stationary tools are  ing), with your

Benchtops

If your shop space and budget are
tight, and you only plan on using a
bandsaw for light cutting in thin
stock, a benchtop saw might work
for you. They're less expensive and

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MANUFACTURERS

more versatile
than the benchtop
machines. Their
large motors and
heavy frames offer
fast cutting and
less vibration.

Capacities
are significantly
greater than
benchtops. Floor
models rest on
either an open
or enclosed
base.

Craftsman
22414; $500.

bandsaw, have a
look at the big
brothers in the fam-
ily. They’ve got
European-style
guides, large tables
and can handle
wide blades. The
motor also sepa-
rates these worka-
holics from the rest
of the family. At
3 hp and up, they’re

ready to handle the toughest resawing
with no babysitting. You'll also appre-
ciate the brake that’s on many of these
machines. No more waiting and waiting

Bridgewood
PBS440; $1,795.

demand cutting.

BRAKE

Ryobi BS901
benchtop
bandsaw; $170.

for those big wheels to come to a stop.

can be tucked under a bench when
you're done with them. However,
don’t expect to do much heavy-

EDITOR: GEORGE VONDRISKA ¢ ART DIRECTION: BARBARA PEDERSON = PHOTOGRAPHY: STAFF ¢ LEAD PHOTO: BILL ZUEHLKE
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Bandsaws

BILL ZUEHLKE

UPPER
GUIDE
ASSEMBLY

o=ty
BLADE

THROAT \V
lw CAPACITY o

THICKNESS
: CAPACITY

12" RESAW
CAPACITY

RISER
BLOCK

A riser block can be added to some
[4-in. bandsaws. It’s an inexpensive (less
than $100) way to increase their resaw
capacity from é to |12 in.

Anatomy of a Bandsaw
Most bandsaws are two-wheel machines. A continuous blade, or band,
travels around the wheels.

Two numbers tell you a lot about a bandsaw; wheel diameter and max-
imum-thickness capacity. VWWheel diameter creates categories within
each family; 8 in., 10 in,, 12 in., 14 in.and larger. Actual
throat capacity of the saw, the distance from the
blade to the housing, is always slightly less than
the wheel diameter.

Maximum thickness capacity is given
in the saw specifications. This is the

distance from the table to the upper
guide assembly at its highest
position, and tells you the thickest
piece of wood that can be cut on
the saw.

Three-wheel bandsaws offer
greater throat capacity than the two
wheelers, but there are some drawbacks.  Tradesman 8160A three-wheel

It's sometimes harder to track the blade  bandsaw; $138.
on three-wheel saws, and the small-diameter wheels put more strain
on the blades, which can make them break more frequently.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MANUFACTURER

Features

Capacity

A thickness capacity of 6 in. on a
saw with 14-in. wheels will serve
most woodworkers very well. If
youd like to use a bandsaw for
resawing wide boards or roughing : R 2P
out large carving or turning blanks,
look for a machine with greater thick-
ness capacity. You can double the thick-
ness capacity of some saws by adding a
riser block (Photo 1). This increases
their capacity from 6 to 12 in.

Horsepower
Saws with 3/4 hp or less are fine for cut- ' i
ting curves in thin stock, but will test HORSEPOWER

your patience on thicker material. If

EASE OF RESAWING

Y

5 i X We tested bandsaws with 3/4- to 2-hp
you'll frequently be cutting stock thicker  motors.We found that | hp is 2 minimum
than 6 in., get a saw with at least 1 hp. requirement for wide resawing in hard wood.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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LOCKING
KNOB

=, WELDED-

A rigid frame limits vibration and
prevents blade chatter.

Good dust collection is a must for fine
bandsaw dust.

Rack-and-pinion height adjustment makes
raising and lowering the guard easy.

ADJUSTMENT

KNOB

{ SIDE3
BEARINGS

Euro-style blocks.

REAR-THRUST 7 g
BEARING |

ADJUSTMENT
KNOBS

SQUARE GUIDE
BLOCKS

Square guide blocks.

FLOOR BASE

CLOSED BASE

PANEL BASE  OPEN BASE

There are four basic bandsaw base styles.

Rigid Frame

Heavy cutting, like resawing, can create
machine vibration, blade chatter and
even frame flexing.

Frame style can help minimize vibra-
tion. There are two distinct frame styles;
welded-steel and cast-iron. Welded-
steel frame machines do the best job of
controlling vibration under heavy cut-
ting loads.

Dust Collection
Bandsaws produce very fine dust that
easily becomes airborne. Good dust
collection on these machines is a must.
A 2-1/2-in. dust port and shop vac-
uum will suffice for general bandsaw-
ing. If you plan on frequently cutting
thicker stock, look for a saw with a 3-in.
or larger dust port, and plan on hook-
ing it up to a dust collector.

Blade Guides
Square guides are a versatile choice.
They work well for supporting wide

blades and are also capable of support-
ing blades as narrow as 1/16-in. Micro-
adjustment knobs are a big help when
fine-tuning the position of the guides.

Euro-style guides are great for sup-
porting wide blades, and work very
well for heavy jobs like resawing. They
can be difficult to use with blades less
than 1/4-in. wide.

Sturdy Base

A sturdy base also helps control vibra-
tion. For this reason, we favor the
closed- and floor-base styles over the
panel- and open-base models.

Guard

Height adjustment is easier on
machines with rack-and-pinion guards.
This setup also keeps the guard from
crashing to the table when the locking
knob is loosened.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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Bandsaws

Bandsaws for Resawing

Reviewed in August 200, #88, page 84.

We tested |7 bandsaws priced at less than $1,350. Here’s
what we found out:

In choosing our favorites, we considered a saw’s ability to do
wide resawing in hard and soft wood. We balanced that with
an eye toward user-friendly features and general band-
sawing.

The Laguna 16 in. and the Jet 18 in. won Editors’ Choice
awards. Both have Euro-style guides and welded-steel
frames. The Delta and Jet 14-in., 1-hp saws are our Best
Buys. These saws both accept riser blocks and have 12-in.
resaw capacity. Other machines that are excellent for the
money were the Lobo and Grizzly 18-in. machines. They
both have welded-steel frames with 2-hp motors, good
dust collection and easy-to-adjust rack-and-pinion front
blade guards. But they both lack a blade-tension gauge
which could lead to over tensioning. Lobo’s lower blade
guides were difficult to adjust and the Grizzly had more
vibration than the other welded-steel frame machines.

In selecting a saw, don’t overlook its electrical require-
ments. Some require 220 volts and some 110-volt saws
have pretty high amperage requirements. Make sure your

— Our Recommmendations —

work area has the necessary wiring and circuitry. Check with
a licensed electrician if in doubt.

Editors’ Choices

Laguna LT 16 in; $1,345.

Pros

This machine has a 1-1/2-hp
motor, 3,600 sfpm blade speed,
12-in. resaw capacity and a
welded-steel frame. Nonmetallic
block guides are available. It fea-
tures two 4-in. dust ports,a one-
piece front guard and it comes
prewired and fully assembled.

Cons

It requires 220-volt service and
lacks rack-and-pinion guard
adjustment.

Laguna LT 16 in.; $1,345.

BANDSAWS
Manufacturer/ Price HP Volts Amps Blade Speed(s) Resaw Frame Base Dust
Model # SFPM Capacity Style Design  Collection
Delta 28-275 $600 3/4 15 9 3,000 12" Cast-lron Open Fair, I-1/2" port under table
Delta 28-280 $790 I 115/230 9.6/4.8 3,000 12" Cast-lron Closed Fair, 1-1/2" port under table
Best Buy
Grizzly GI019 $320 3/4 115/230 12/6 3,300 10" Cast-Iron Paneled  Fair¥, 2-1/4" port under table
Grizzly GI0I9Z  $335 [ 110/220 12/6 3,350 10" Cast-Iron Open Good, |-1/2" port behind lower
Jet ]JW14CS $650 | 115/230 10/5 3,000 12" Cast-lron Closed Faig*, 2" port under table
Best Buy
Jet JW 14058 $570 3/4 115/230 10/5 3,000 12" Cast-Iron Open Fair¥,2" port under table
North State - $395 | 110/220 15/7.5 3,000 " Cast-Iron Closed Good, 4" port in front of lower
Reliant DD90 $300 | 115/230 9/4.5 625; 1,061, 12" Cast-Iron Paneled  None
1,683;2,578

Ridgid BS1400 $500 3/4 120 10 2,800 12" Cast-lron Open Fair¥, 2-1/4" port under table
Enco 199-9090 $700 2 220 12 3,000 8-1/2" Cast-lron Open Poor, 3/4" port under table
Grizzly G4186Z $895 2 110/220 14/7 3,166 ' 10" Welded-Steel Floor Good, 4" port under table
Jet JWBS-18 $1,099 1-1/2  115/230 16/8 3,000 10" Welded-Steel Floor Good, 4" port under table on
Editors’ Choice
Laguna LTI16 $1,345 1-1/2 220 79 3,600 12" Welded-Steel Floor V. Good, one 4" under table,
Editors’ Choice one 4" behind lower wheel
Lobo BSOI83 $789 2 110/220 24/12 2,000; 3,000 10-3/4" Welded-Steel Floor Good, 4" port under table,

but down near the floor
North State WA-18$795 2 110/220 24/12 850; 1,000; 1,280 10" Cast-lron Paneled  Poor, |-1/4" port behind lower
Powermatic 44 $670 . | 115/230 7/13.5 3,000 9" Welded-Steel Open Good, 3" port behind lower
Transpower SBB00 $602 2 110/220 25/12.5 850; 1,000; 1,280 10" Cast-lron Open Poor, |-1/4" port behind lower

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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Jet JWBS 18 in; $1,099.

Pros

This machine has a 1-1/2-hp motor,

3,000 sfpm blade speed and it works
with either 110 or 220 volts.
It features a welded-steel frame, a
one-piece front guard with
* rack-and-pinion guard adjust-

ment and a well-designed rip fence.

Cons -
This machine is only avail-
able with Euro-style guides
and has only a 10-in. resaw
capacity.

Jet JWBS 18 in.;$1,099.

You'll get a 1-hp motor, 3,000 sfpm blade speed,

Jet JWI4CS 14 in. with riser block; $650. |

Our Recommendations —

w that’s difficult to keep aligned and a

Best Buys i
Jet JW14CS 14 in. with riser block; $650. et
Pros .

and 12-in. resaw capacity with this saw. It runs on 110 or 220

volts, has a closed base, a telescoping front blade guard

and it accepts nonmetallic guide blocks.

Cons :

You'll have to put up with a small dust port and hard-to-

access micro-adjustment knobs on the bottom blade guide.

2001

RERICN
BEST BUY

¥ =

" Ooawoﬁ‘?

Delta 28-280 with riser block; $790.
Pros
This machine features a 1-hp motor,
3,000 sfpm blade speed, 12-in. resaw
capacity and a closed base. It accepts
nonmetallic blade guide blocks, works
with either 110 or 220 volts and has the
heaviest cast-iron frame among the
14-in. saws.
Cons
You'll deal with a front blade guard

small dust port.

Delta 28-280 with
riser block; $790.

*Dust port steps down in size, reducing air flow.

Guide Front Guard Column-Mounted Hinged Wheel Easily Accessible Rip Fence
Style Style Switch Covers Tensioning Knob
Blocks two-piece No Yes Yes Optional
Blocks two-piece Yes Yes Yes Optional
. Blocks one-piece No Yes No Stock
wheel Blocks one-piece Yes No No Stock
Blocks telescoping Yes Yes Yes Optioral
. Blocks telescoping Yes Yes Yes Optional
Vheel Blocks telescoping Yes Yes Yes Optional
Blocks telescoping No No No Optional
Blocks telescoping Yes Yes Yes Optional
Blocks one-piece Yes No No Stock
i Blocks one-piece with rack-and-pinion  Yes Yes Yes Stock
back side Euro Guides one-piece with rack-and-pinion  Yes Yes Yes Stock
Euro one piece ' Yes Yes Yes Stock
Guides
Biocks one-piece with rack-and-pinion  Yes Yes Yes Stock
‘wheel Blocks one-piece Yes No No Stock
‘wheel Ball Bearing  one-piece Yes Yes Yes Optional
‘wheel  Blocks one-piece Yes No No Stock Ll

See pages |25 and |26 for a listing of manufacturer phone numbers and Web sites.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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The Modular Workshop

Introducing Tool Dock™ — the modular Tool Rack keeps your tools close | The ultimate Router Station.

at hand and ready to use.

system that makes your shop work so you
can play. Tool set-up and change-over is
fast and easy with innovative tool-mounting
inserts. Accessories, jigs and supplies are
stored close at hand. And built-in dust
collection features make clean-up a breeze.
Customize your shop — one piece at a time.

The dream shop is here...

Perfect for large tools!
Back casters give this unit
added mobility in the shop.

For more information or an outlet near you.,.WWWI t 0 o I doc k [ c 0 m



Drop it in, lock it down,

you're ready to work.
play’

Connect to your Turn wasted corner | Tool Dock™ »ﬂfr\ \ Station Extender
shop dust collection space into a working inserts drop m \\ adds space by
system for easy part of your shop! into place — ' attaching to any

down easily. | Tool Dock™ unit.

clean-up. and lock ;" ~, g standard-height

Give yourself a “third hand”
in the workshop with the
Tool Dock™ Mobile Station.

Tools not included.

1-866-TOOLDOCK

(TO”'free Ca”) Patent pending.

©2001 Waterloo Industries, Inc., Waterloo, lowa, USA
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If you're seriously into woodworking,

you need to seriously consider the TS52424
from RIDGID. Featuring a heavy-duty
dual voltage thermally protected molor,
vibration dampening cast iron construc-
tion and machined pulley/Poly “V" belt
drive, it delivers unmatched smooth-
rurning performance. And with its state-
of-the-arl seamless extruded aluminum

. fence system you're assured of ultra accu-

rate rips up to 24" left or right. Only the

F -7
Funs sorsmiothiy: @ nicke! will stay standitg witf the Saw sunning.”

RIDGID TS2424 comes wilh the patented
Herc-U-Lift" caster sef for simple, one-
step 360% mobility and a micro-adjust

frunnion to effortlessly eliminate any
out of square heel tolerance. Built in the
USA and backed by a lifetime warranty.
So stop by The Home Depot” to see this
deluxe saw along with the complete
line of our precision woodwarking tools.
RIDGID. A name trusted by professionals
for mare than 75 years. Now it's your turn,

RIDGID

TOOLS FOR A LIFETIME

“Maka sure your blade guard is properly installed and covering 1he Blade & 2001, HOMER TLG. Inc. All ights resenved. For more info call F800-4-RIDGID or visit wwwindgidwoodworking.com



ired of trying to make accurate,
consistent holes with your hand
—dril? When it comes to drilling \\
__—holes, you can’t beat a drill press. It’s a
$ surprisingly versatile machine, which can
be used as a drum sander and even for
cutting mortises. A drill press may not be
the first stationary tool you buy, but it’s
fupithere among the basic tools
woodwor i

RAMON MORENO

Powermatic 1170; $390.

The Family
There are three types of drill presses;
floor models, benchtops and radials.

modate end drilling of longer parts. How-
ever, benchtops are 10- to 15-percent less
expensive. Don’t
count on a bench-
top to be easily
portable. Only the
lighter duty mod-
els are easy to
move, and often
they’ll need to be
clamped down for
stability.

Floor and Benchtop Models
Except for their height, there’s some-
times not much difference between
floor and benchtop drill presses. At 52-
to 76-in. tall, floor models need a ded-
icated space in your shop. Benchtops are
22- to 46-in. tall, and rest on top of a
workbench.

Some benchtops are lighter duty and Rideid
have less capacity, while others are DP%SOO floor model
exactly like floor models, just shorter. il press; $500.
Both styles offer lots of features, from
speed range to capacity. The longer
column on floor models does accom-

PHOTO COURTESY OF MANUFACTURER

Tradesman 8065S
benchtop drill
press; $177.

EDITOR: GEORGE VONDRISKA ¢ ART DIRECTION: BARBARA PEDERSON » PHOTOGRAPHY: STA

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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Advanced router table
engineering made simple
for your workshop!

Routers mount easily through
an opening in the tabletop
No more fumbling underneath the
table. Install your router thru the
11 3/8in. x S-in. opening on top.
Mounting plate is keyed to ensure
proper installation.

o NN = =
Innovative 3-piece fence adjusts,
allowing you compliete flexibility
The fence opening can be adjusted
to match the varying diameters of
your router bits.

Unique offset joining system on the
fence helps make work edges true
By adjusting the fence, you can offset
the outfeed fence so the workpiece is
supported for joining cuts.

Includes three table inserts

The varying size inserts provide you
with additional workpiece support and .
proper bit clearance.

Available at Sears, Sears Hardware,
and the Craftsman Catalog
at 800-437-9686

SEARS

PHOTO COURTESY OF MANUFACTURER

Grizzly G7946 Radial Drili Press; $180.

Radial Drill Presses
These are a prime choice for chair-
makers and others who drill a lot of
angled or compound-angle holes. The
head can move in and out on the col-
umn (like a radial-arm saw) and tilt
left and right to virtually any angle.
Radial drill presses also allow drilling
to the center of pieces as large as 34
in.—a capacity not found on conven-
tional drill presses. You've got to really
need that capacity, because a manufac-
turer’s radial drill press can cost twice as
much as their conventional machine
with similar features.

Features —

The Drill Press Story
Unfortunately, almost all drill presses
are designed more for metalworking
than woodworking. However, some fea-
tures can make them more woodworker
friendly.

A drill press table should have a wide, flat
rim to make clamping easier.

Features
Tables should have wide, flat rims. This
makes it easier to add fences and fix-
tures. Slots through the top make it eas-
ier to fasten things from underneath.
Square tables are better than round
ones.
Operator’s levers need big, round grips
and long, stout rods (at least 3/8 in. x
8 in.) for comfort and leverage. The grips
should be smooth, so they move easily in
your hand as you push the levers. The
rods should be threaded so they can be
removed if theyre in the way.
Wide belts have less tendency to slip, in
our experience, than narrow ones. Wide
belts have more surface area, so they
seem to keep better contact with the
pulleys and more effectively transfer
power from the motor.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a
complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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YOUR NEW ROUTE TO
PRECISE WOODWORKING!

THE ULTIMATE
IN CRAFTSMAN
ROUTER TABLES
IS NOW HERE!

Making precise cuts with
confidence just became
much easier. A 486 sa.in.
die-cast worksurface can
handle projects both large
and small. Easy-to-read
reference scales help you
place the fence with great
accuracy. Our innovative
drop-in mounting plate lets
you mount your router easily
from the top. A clear, anti-
friction coating helps prevent
scratching or discoloring of the
workpiece. In addition to providing
valuable storage, the heavy-duty
workstand places the router tabletop
at an optimal 39-in. work height. Just
the right size for expanding your
woodworking horizons. Visit your nearest
Sears or Sears Hardware store.

_‘.*‘;-‘ Y y _ BA ¢ :.._: ﬁ
CRAFTSMAN
PROFESSIONAL
MAKES ANYTHING POSsSsIBLE

® 2001 Sears, Roebuck and Co.



Drill Presses

The operator’s lever should be long, with
easy-to-hold knobs.

Features

Wide belts generally slip less than
narrow ones.

Paddle-style switches are easier to use.

Switches designed for safety are large,
obvious, and front mounted. “On”
switches are protected so they can’t be
pushed accidentally. “Off” switches
stand proud so theyre easy to hitin an
emergency. Paddle switches are the eas-
lest to operate.

Speed change should be easy. On too
many machines, getting belts on and off
is difficult because belt-tensioning
mechanisms don’t have enough travel.

Rod-style depth stops are easiest to set
and less likely to slip.

Motors in the 1/2- to 3/4-hp range pro-
vide plenty of power for most drill press
operations.

Work lights seem like a bright idea for
a drill press, but they don’t work all
that well. They’re often poorly posi-
tioned, throwing shadows into spots
youd like to see. Stick with a magnet-
based aftermarket light ($20).

Ring-style depth stops are common, but
we find them more difficult to use and
more likely to slip.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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"J_orger\ser\: "Pony* Adjustable’.
YOU'RE PROBABLY A LITTLE LESS AMBITIOUS.

Whether you are a do-it-yourselfer, a professional woodworker or somewhere in
between, you have a world full of projects in the home or in the shop that will be
easier and more enjoyable to complete when you use quality damps, bench vises and
miter boxes/saws from the Adjustable Clamp Company. Look for them under the

Jorgensen, Adjustable and Pony brand names wherever fine tools are sold.

Made in the USA by the Adjustable Clamp Co., 443 N. Ashland Ave., Chicago, IL 60622, www.adjustableclamp.com



Drill Presses

Drill Presses

Reviewed in AW #86,April 2001, page 68.
We tested 28 floor-model drill presses that
cost under $450. @

Editors’ Choice

Delta 17-965, 16 1/2-in. swing; $400.
Pros .

This machine was outstanding. It has plenty of
power and a long 4-7/8-in. quill stroke. It runs
quietly, with minimal vibration, and is a joy to
operate. The quill advance mechanism oper-
ates smoothly, and the smooth, round
grips on the operator’s levers are the most
comfortable we tested. The quick-action

There’s a genuine quill lock (it presses the quill against the

— Our Recommendations —

depth-stop nut is unique and works great, D€/ 17-965:$400. yq operator’s levers have long rods with com-  Grizzly G7944;

head) that locks quickly and positively. The table raises and
lowers smoothly and we like the large base. We also were
impressed with Delta’s mortising attachment (17-
935, $40), which is available as an accessory and
installs easily on this machine. A work light is also
available (25-869, $20).

Cons

Only a couple of minor gripes: the 17-965 has an
open motor and a plastic hood.

Best Buys

Grizzly G7944, 14-in. swing; $200.
Pros

This machine feels better to operate than other small-
throat-capacity machines because it’s built big <
(taller and heavier) and it delivers good power.

fortable grips. We like the paddle style on-off ~ $200.

DRILL PRESSES

SEEE
Manufacturer/ Price  Throat Quill Easy Motor Wide - M%ﬁj =
Model # Depth Stroke Speed Leverage Grip Belts Flat- Square
Change Comfort Rimmed
Bridgewood $299 8-1/2" 3-1/4"  Yes 3/4 hp; 12A Good Good Yes No No
Central Mach. 38144 $200 6-5/8" 3-1/8"  Yes 3/4 hp; 8A Fair Good No No No
Best Buy
Central Mach. 43389 $285 8-3/8" 3-1/4" No | hp; 12A Fair Good Yes Yes No
Craftsman 22913 $350 6-12"  3-1/4" Yes! 2/3 hp; 5.9A Fair Fair NA Yes Yes
Craftsman 22915 $300 7-1/2"  3-1/4"  Yes | hp; 8A Good Good No Yes Yes
Craftsman 22917 $430 8-1/2"  3-1/4"  Yes 1-1/2 hp; 12A Good Good Yes Yes Yes
Deita 14-070 $265 7-1/4"  3-1/4"  Yes 1/2 hp; 8A Excellent Fair Yes Yes Yes
Delta 17-900 $300 8-1/4"  3-1/4" No 3/4 hp; 10A Excellent Good Yes Yes Yes
Delta 17-965 $400 8-1/4"  4-7/8"  Yes 3/4 hp; 10A Excellent Excellent Yes Yes Yes
Editors’ Choice
General Int, 75-200 $450 8-1/2" 3-1/4"  Yes TEFC; 3/4 hp; 12A Excellent Fair Yes No Yes
Grizzly G7944 $248 7" 3-1/4"  Yes TEFG, Good Excellent No “ Yes Yes
Best Buy 3/4 hp; 9A
Grizzly G7947 $443 8-1/2" 4-3/4" No TEFGC; | hp; 10A Excellent Excellent Yes Yes Yes
Jet JDPITFSE g $320 8-1/8"  3-1/4" No 3/4 hp; 8A Good Good Yes No No
Jet JDPI4JF $370 7-1/8"  3-1/4"  Yes 1/2 hp; 8A Good Good Yes No No
Jet JDP14MF $400 7" 3-3/8"  Yes TEFC; 3/4 hp; 9A  Good Good Yes No No
Jet JDPITMF $400 8-1/8" 4-3/8" No TEFC; 3/4 hp; 9A  Good . Good Yes No No
Lobo DP-016F $250 6-1/2" 3" Yes 1 hp; 16A Fair Fair No No No
Powermatic 1170 $390 8-1/2"  3-1/8"  Yes lhp; 11A Excellent Fair No No Yes
Ridgid DP1500 $297 7-5/8" 3-1/4"  Yes 112 hp; 8A Excellent Excellent No Yes Yes
Best Buy '
SECO SKI3FDP $207 6-1/2" 3" Yes 3/4 hp; 12.5A Fair Fair No No No
SECO SKI7FDP $325 8-17"  3-114"  No | hp; 16A Excellent Fair No No No
Tradesman 8080S $260 6-5/8" 3-1/4"  Yes 1/2 hp; 6A Fair Poor No No Yes
Tradesman 81065  $330 8-1/2"  3-1/4" Yes I-1/2 hp; 1 1.5A Good Good Yes Yes Yes
Transpower DP16  $165 6-5/8"  3-1/8" No 3/4 hp; 12.5A Fair Fair No No No
Transpower DPI17 $205 8-3/8" 3-1/8"  Yes | hp; 16A Excellent Fair No Yes . Yes
Wood Tek CHISBNF $409 8-3/8" 3-1/8" No TEFC; 3/4 hp; | |A  Excellent Fair Yes Yes Yes
YorkcraftYCI9FDP $259 7" 3-1/4" No TEFC; 3/4 hp, I12A  Fair Good No No No

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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— Our Recommendations —

Cons

The G7944 has narrow belts and a
ring-style depth stop. There’s noticeable
side play between the quill and the head.

Ridgid DP 1500, 15-in. swing; $300.
Pros

This machine is very user friendly. It has long opera-
tor’s levers with comfortable grips, a recessed pad-
dle-style on-off switch, built-in work light, a
decent table,and a chuck key holder. A good
mortising attachment is available (AC Ridgid DP 1500;

60005, $25), but only by special order. This g3,

tool runs quietly and smoothly. What's

more, The Home Depot backs it by offering the original pur-
chaser a lifetime warranty.

Cons :

The DP 1500 has narrow belts, a ring-style
depth stop, and an open motor. Other similarly
priced machines have deeper throat capacity.

Central Machinery 38144, |3-in. swing; $206.
Pros
This machine performed admirably, appears

to be well made, and is available delivered for
$206 (in the 48 contiguous states). You can try it
out for 30 days and return it for a full refund if
you're not satisfied. If bottom dollar is your top
consideration, give this machine a try.
Cons

The 38144 comes with a round table, “entral Machinery
an open motor, a ring-style depth stop, 38144; 3206

and narrow belts. The unusual, cast operator’s lever takes
some getting used to.

~ ONIOFF SWITCHES

Rod-Style Mortising ~
Depth Attachment Front Switch
Stop Mounted Style

No Yes No Push Buttons
No Yes Yes Toggle

No Yes Yes Toggle

Yes; 3 nuts Yes Yes Toggle

Yes; 3 nuts Yes Yes Toggle

Yes; 3 nuts Yes Yes Toggle

No Yes Yes Toggle

No Yes Yes Toggle

Yes Yes Yes Push Buttons
Yes Yes Yes Toggle

No Yes Yes Paddie

No Yes Yes Paddle

No Yes ; Yes Push Buttons
Yes; 3 nuts Yes Yes Push buttons
Yés; 3 nuts Yes Yes Push buttons
Yes; 3 nuts Yes Yes Push buttons
No Yes No Rocker

Yes Yes Yes Toggle

No Yes Yes Paddle

No No No Rocker

No No No Rocker

Yes Yes Yes Toggle

Yes; 3 nuts Yes Yes Toggle

No No No Rocker

No No No Rocker

No Yes Yes Toggle

Yes Yes Yes Toggle

Mortising Attachments
Mortising attachments on drill presses don’t work
as well as a dedicated mortiser. Drill presses aren’t
designed to exert :
the amount of
force required to
cut a mortise,
especially with
large (1/2 in.)
sets.

For occasional

use, and mortises ( HOLD-DOWN
no larger than

3/8 in., the attach- " | |

ments are adequate.

We like the attachments offered by Delta and
Ridgid because of their superior hold-downs. The
Delta is the only drill press in our test that allows
easy, unrestricted front-to-back adjustment of the
fence because of the parallel slots in the table. W

See pages 25 and |26 for a listing of
manufacturer phone numbers and Web sites.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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snaves time off proj

Spending extra time on a project
because of your passion for wood-
working is one thing. Time wasted

on mistakes, howsver, is not accept-
able. S0 use the tools that have the
power and features (o deliver accurate,
reliable results. Tha first time. Every
time. Without question, the RIDGID
13" Portable Planer has everything
serious woodworkers demand. For
starters, there’s a healthy 15-amp
Emerson molor, and an extra set of
dual edge, guick-change knives.

Sure-Gut: Virtually “snipa” free finishes

So you'll be plowing through stock,
producing mirror-like finishes, not

wasting time with nicks or re-sharpen-

ing. With Ind-I-Cut" and Repeat-A-
Cut," you'll know exactly how much

152001, HOMER TLE, Inc. Al rights reserved. For more info call #8004 BIDGID o visil wwnidgidwoodworking com

rle

material will be removed, and that
EVETY piece exiting the machine is pre-
cisely the thickness you want. And
there's the Sure-Cut” mechanism to
isolate the cutterhead and minimize
snipe, waste and finishing time. So
do yourself a favor. Get the only
planer backed by The RIDGID Lifetime
Warranty. You'll finish your project
Wwith far less hassles, and more time
to spare.

RIDGID

TOOLS FOR A LIFETIME




 ust is everywhere
when you're a
" woodworker. It

makes your shop a mess,
makes machines less safe,
it’s a fire hazard and can
even make you allergic to
wood%rking! The solution
to this pollution? Buy and
use a good dust collector.

Getting Started
The first thing you'll need to do is figure
out how large a dust collector you need.
Determine what tools you'll be hooking
up, how many tools are likely to be in
use at the same time and how much
pipe it'll take to hook it all together.
You can find cubic feet per minute

g

=S
- :

2

=
Th

RN
e At
| TGNy

(cfm) requirements for woodworking
tools, and lots of other necessary infor-
mation for sizing and hooking up dust
collectors, in Woodshop Dust Control, by
Sandor Nagyszalanczy, Taunton Press,
(800) 243-7252, $20; and in Dust Col-
lection Basics: Recommendations for
Home Shop Systems, Woodstock Inter-

Ridgid DC 2000; $300.

national, Inc. (800) 840-8420, $6.

The Family
The two types of dust collectors are
single-stage and two-stage cyclonic
collectors.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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FILTER BAG FILTER BAG
i

[V e = o~

Single-Stage Collectors

In these machines, chips and dust travel
: through the impeller and accumulate in
BAG 2 the bags, which double as a filter
medium. They come in two slightly dif-
ferent forms, depending on motor size:
IMPERER  small (left) and large (right). One big
W drawback to single-stage collectors is
: 15 the drop in cfm that occurs as the lower
bag fills with chips and dust.

FILTER /
STORAGE E

Dust Collectors

One-hp, single-stage collectors have small bags that require One and one-half-hp and 2-hp single-stage collectors are
more frequent emptying. But their small size is an asset in a better able to handle the cfm demands of a small central
shop where floor space is at a premium.The impeller housing is system. Having a large, 6-in. inlet is more important than
connected directly to the bag flange via a short metal duct. This hp when it comes to c¢fm performance. A [-1/2-hp
design is far less prone to leaks than the models with a flex- collector with a 6-in. inlet will outperform a 2-hp unit
hose attachment. The |-hp collectors perform best when with a 5-in.inlet. The |-1/2-hp units can run on a 20-amp,
connected directly to a machine rather than a central system. I 10-volt circuit while the 2-hp models may require a

dedicated 220-volt circuit.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.

40 American Woodworker 2002 TOOL BUYER'S GUIDE

It's The Warid’s Only Cordiess Brad Nailer
That's Also Pneumatit.

Cordless. Pneumatic. Our new cordless brad nailer gives you the option of both,

using exclusive TPS Technology™ (Twin Power Source System). It's cordless,

thanks to a mini-compressor powered by our rechargeable,

“WORLD’S

"} interchangeable 12-volt battery. It's also pneumatic,
FIRST ; nlsasep

courtesy of a 1/4" valve that allows you to use it with traditional

compressors. To get one of your own, visit your Porter-Cable dealer or call 1-800-487-8665

(519-836-2840 in Canada).

PORTER+CABLE

PROFESSIONAL POWER TOOLS




Two-Stage Cyclonic Collectors

These machines use a cone-shaped can-

ister (the “cyclone”) to separate most of

the debris before it reaches the impeller

and filter. The dust-laden air travels in

a circular pattern, throwing particles

outward, where they hit the sides of the

cyclone and fall to the bottom. Thisisa k [

more efficient design because the filter )
|
|
AT

IMPELLER
OUSING

doesn’t have to do double duty as a
dust bag. Also, barrels are €asier to

$10329]109 3sna

empty than bags.
. F|LTER BAG
The drawbacks to this arrangement | (TYR) FOR
are that it's more expensive and gener- l i
ally takes up more space. -
- /c’l

Cyclonic dust collector.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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it's The World's Only Pnevmatic Brad Nailer
hat's Aiso (ordless.

Pneumatic. Cordless. Our new cordless brad nailer gives you the option
of both, using exclusive TPS Technology™ (Twin Power Source System).
[t's pneumatic, courtesy of a 1/4" valve that allows you to use it with traditional

compressors. It's also cordless, thanks to a mini-compressor powered by our
rechargeable, interchangeable 12-volt ba‘rtery. To get one of your own,visit your

Porter-Cable dealer or call 1-800-487-8665 (519-836-2840 in Canada).

- PORTER+-CABLE

PROFESSIONAL POWER TOOLS



Dust Collectors

A polyester felt filter is better than
woven cloth.

Filters

There’s no sense pulling air and dust
into a dust collector if it's going to be
spewed right back into your shop. To do
a good job, filters should be made from
16-ounce polyester felt (Photo 1). This
fabric offers finer filtration than woven

Features

ot ; TRIPLE

e d STITCHING

Triple-stitched seams keep in more dust.

bags. You should have one square foot of
filtration for each 10 c¢fm of airflow. So,
if your collector is pulling 500 cfm, you
need 50 square feet of 16-ounce poly-
ester felt. Also, the filter should have
double- or triple-stitched seams, which
are much better at holding in the dust

ADJUSTABLE
SPRING CLAMP

An adjustable spring clamp makes a good
seal and is easy to remove.

than single-stitched seams (Photo 2).
Look for a filter that’s held on with an
adjustable spring clamp (Photo 3).
These provide the best combination of
tight seal and ease of use.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs,
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THE KEHOE JIG

Limited only by your imagination.

allon 8 Amps *Extre
t s«Comes with Comple
ssory Package: 2 hose
adapter with suction
or nozzle, filter (1 micron)

www.dovetailspline.com




Impellers

Aluminum and plastic impellers are
safe because they won't produce sparks
when struck by metal accidentally vac-
uumed into the collector. Fires started
this way are rare, but there is a risk.
You can minimize this danger and max-
imize cfm performance by emptying
the bag frequently.

b

5,

Aluminum and plastic impellers are safer
because they won’t produce sparks.

Dust Leaks
It’s not uncommon to find dust leak-
ing around ductwork welds. Silicone
caulk can be used to seal them.
Plastic bags for chip collection
look like a good idea, but they're
really a poor choice. They tend to
leak around the bag flange no matter

DUST LEAK

how well they’re attached.They also
filter no air and are a pain to attach.

The bag flange seal can be
improved by stretching a couple
20-in. bicycle inner tubes around the
metal flange to help form a better
seal.

Poor welds create
leaks, but they can
be sealed with
silicone caulk. Plastic
bags tend to leak
because it’s hard to
get them to seal
tightly.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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#1 Rated Drum Sander
by Independent Experts

=

cut your sanding time by up to 90%.

Now, our line of 26" and 38" sanders includes a new 50" model.
These commercial-duty sanders fill the niche between slow hand
methods and expensive wide-belt sanders...at about one third the

cost. And there’s no sacrifice in quality.

Call now and we'll give you the names of Woodmaster owners
near you. This way, you can find out, first-hand, how a Woodmaster
might be just the machine you've been looking for. Made inU.S.A.

Call Today for FREE FACTS!

800-821-6651 (ext.nBss)

Woodmaster Tools, Inc. 1431 N. Topping Ave. Kansas City, MO 64120

o FREE

@ 5-Year

Call today for FREE report on why Woodmaaster’s
Drum Sander was voted "tops" by Fine Woodworking
Magazine vs. Performax? Grizzly® etc. See how a Woodmaster can

sJ40323j10D 3snd

30-Day
Trial!

Warranty

-z _'-Jy‘o'n Want the Best, Go for the Gold.
Powermatic Gold.

You don’t have to go to the end of the rainbow to
find the gold. The new Powermatic store has gold
shapers, gold sanders, gold jointers, gold planers,
and more. We have the biggest selection, with
over 100 Powermatic machines and accessories to
choose from. Powermatic sets the Gold standard
for woodworking and metalworking machinery.

-

blades bits
jointers  sanders
table saws

shapers

portable planers

Visit the Powermatic store at

www.amazon.com/powermatic
Call for your FREE Tool Crib catalog 1-800-635-5140

dust coliectors g
the Powermatic store
band saws

VIBIT THE




Dust Collectors

We tested dust collectors in June 2000, #80, page 80.
The test was limited to machines most likely to be used in
a small shop—1- to 2-hp models costing less than $1,000.

The chart on pages 46 and 47 includes two cfm readings,
Max. cfm and Under Load cfm. To determine Max. cfm we
hooked up a 10-t. section of maximum-diameter, smooth-
walled duct to each machine and used clean bags.

Under Load represents the real-world performance you
can expect when the collector is hooked up to a small cen-
tral system with bags that have developed a dust cake. Use
this figure when sizing a machine for your shop’s needs.

Dust Collectors

Editors’ Choice

Oneida Systems 1.5 hp cyclonic collector; $659.

This unique machine uses a high-quality, internal pleated
filter instead of an external bag. This not only saves floor
space, but allows the use of an efficient fan design, because
it’s required to handle only filtered air. The Oneida is the

— Our Recommendations —

to do everything right. It

only machine that seems

performs well Under Load
(see chart), its high-effi-
ciency filter captures the
fine dust and is easy to
clean, rubber gaskets pre-

vent leaks, the barrel is far ? INTERNAL
) PLEATED
easier to empty than any . FILTER;
) - NOBAG

bag system and it has a " REQUIRED

high-quality, American- (.
made motor. Its cost is the
only drawback: $659.

Oneida Systems 1.5 hp
cyclonic collector; $659.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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EAGLE
AMERICA

On the Cutting
Edge - Offering
THE BEST
Woodworking
Products.

Tao-124h [ ROUTER TRI- JIG =
Our NEW 3in-1 combination jig is made of "

polycarbonateﬁﬁth a 13/16 centﬁ hole and measures 151"

 inches long. As an Edge Guide a are easy and will
3 rench 714" into our workpiece. As an Offset llg #) the tear drop
design preﬁﬁ'router tilting whﬂ?&aﬂﬁiﬁ?:ontrol As a Circle

Cutm@ you can cut qx:cumte circles up to 21" in diameter.

- ‘/. PRICE SALE!

14" Flush Trim Bit

Eagle America :
1’011 Box 1099 1 1" Length
AMERICAN MADE

Chardon, OH 44024 ¢
Two flute, carbide

800'8 72 '2 5 1 1 tipped with /i" shank

Limit 3 per order.
B B NN
. Expires 12/31/01

AMERICGCA
S
FREE
CATALOG

www.eagle-america.com

Shop with us 24/7 « Sign up for email updates and web specials!

EE
.Iﬂlll'lﬂl epscale Alternatlve ,

tocted by 5 Paltents

Eﬁgmm' MrER™

Ultra Precusmn Woodworking Systems

CabinetMaker’s System®

AUTO-ZERO - FULL 100° SWING
» Scale Reads Inside & Outside of any Miter Cut

# Ultra-Precision, Incremental Crosscut & Miter Sled
* Zero Blade Clearance At All Angles

* Full Measure, 48" Incremental Fence

# Jointech Leadscrew Technology

2 Jointech Saw Train

For Cabinet Saws - Bench Saws - And The Shopsmith® Machine

| The Best System For:

* Cabinet Making
« Joint Making

* Routing
» Jointing

With our MEW Saw Tradm you can now bring incredible
precision to any Cabinet, Bench or Contractors saw... With
Joi ech all you need is ONE FENCE fo do it alf - NOT THREE!

« Ahsolute Paralielism
» Large Rip Capacity
* Vacuum Fence
* Micro-Adjustable

* o [ncremental Accuracy

For A CATALOG CALL:

1-800-619-1 288

Jointech, Inc. and Shopsmitn, ine. are not afited.
Shopsmith is 2 Registered Trademark of Shopsmith, Inc.
Jointech, CabinetMaker's System and Smartfence are Registered Trademarks of Jintech, ing.

RAUTATTS ]olntech com




Best Buy
Penn State Industries
collector; $220.
A real standout among the single-stage collectors,
this machine is an excellent value. If youre on a
budget and want a collector to use on one
machine at a time or in a small, carefully designed
central system, the Penn State is a great choice.
Its oversize, triple-stitched felt bag is stan-
dard, the spring clamps are convenient, and the
5-in. inlet helps it retain high cfm Under Load.

|-hp single-stage

— Our Recommendations —

2007 LARGE
FELT BAG
BEST BUY
[
-
%Oawoﬁ*'
HANDLE FOR
MOBILITY ~
S—— ——-—"‘"\

SPRING
CLAMPS

5" HORIZONTAL
INLET

BAG WINDOW

ITSTIMETO
EMPTY

Penn State Industries |-hp single-stage collector; $220.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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Performax.

Founded on American ingenuity, Performax’s
impressive list of new and exclusive features
has reinvented the drum sander of
yesteryear. Every Performax _
model features a self-cooling - __
drum for hours of steady use, S
a no-give powerfeed for
precise dimensioning,
and abrasive take-up
fasteners for quick change
of abrasives. Visit our web
site and check out the
variety of models to best
fit your horsepower and
width requirements.

For more Performax visit

www.amazon.com/tools

Call for your FREE Tool Crib catalog 1-800-635-5140

Performax is the only drum
sander manufacturer to have
earned multiple U.S. patents.

VISIT THE

$403393]]0) 3sna

LOOK WHAT A TYPICAL TABLE SAW CAN DO.

Convert your table saw into a molder with the Magie Molder.

818.782.0226

A Division of:

Enterprises.Inc.

9250 Independence Ave. Chalsworth, CA 91311 818.782.0226 or FAX 818.909.7602
Email: sales@Irhenl.com Webhsite: www.Irhent.com




Dust Collectors

+ Shipping and handling not included. F/P=Felt top/plastic bottom

* With clean bags and |0 ft. of straight pipe. +With dust-caked bags and a small central system.
= Motar voltages vary from |10/220 to 1201240, F=Felc
W=Woven fabric SB=Spun-bonded filter media cartridge
DUST COLLECTORS e = - e
cFM BAGS & FILTERS MOTORS
Manufacturer/ Price  Inlet Max* Under Material  Spring Amps Volts** Size impeller Dust
Model # Dia. Load Clamps WixLxH Leak
! Bridgewood BWOI5A $170+ 4" 455 350 F/P Y 16/8 115/230 16x29x56  Steel Y
~ Delta 50-840 $215 4" 440 365 w Y 9/4.5 115/230 16x29x60  Steel N
I General 10-010 $299 4" 410 350 FIW Y 7 115 16x29x60  Alum. Y
' Grizzly G1028 $265+ 4" 515 410 w N 14/7 115/230 22x38x76  Steel Y
i Jet 650 $229 4" 455 365 w Y I1/5.5 115/230 14x27x57  Steel Y
{E! Penn State DCIB-XL $220+ 5" 665 420 F Y 16/8 115/230 17x29%x59  Steel N
Best Buy
5 Reliant NN720 $199+ 4" 480 350 wW N 11.5/5.5 115/230 14x28x53  Steel Y
| Craftsman 29978 $300 4" 410 350 w Y 7 115 16x28x60  Steel Y
Sunhill UFQ-90 $165+ 4" 490 380 w N 12/6 115/230 14x27x55 _ Steel Y
E £ Woodtel 802-124 $2f9+ 4" 455 330 w Y 16/8 115/230 15x29%x60  Alum. N
; 1 Delta 50-850 $299 6" 895 495 w Y 12/6 115/230 21x37x83  Steel N
g i Felder AF-10 $559+ 45" 420 345 F/P N 72 230 16x31x78  Steel Y
a % Jet DC-1100 $300 6" 860 495 w Y 11/5.5 115/230 22x36x79  Steel N
¥ Penn State DC2-5 $300+ 6" 860 610 F Y 18/9 115/230 20x37x73 _ Steel Y
Bridgewood BW002A $280 5" 770 515 F/P Y 24/12 115/230 22x37x76  Steel Y
General 10-110 $469 5" 825 515 F/P Y 9 230 23x37x76 _ Alum. Y
Grizzly G1029 $280+ 5" 825 485 w N 24/12 115/230 23x38x76  Steel Y
5 let DC-1200 $420 6" 1025 555 w Y 15 230 21x38x79  Steel N
“l Reliant NN-820 $275+ 5" 790 420 w N 24/12 115/230 23x38x76  Steel Y
Seco UFO-101 $275 5" 790 485 w N 12 230 23x38x76  Plastic Y
¥ Sunhill UFO 101 $295+ 5" 790 515 w N 24/12 115/230 23x38x77  Steel Y
Woodtek 805-930 $399+ 5" 770 455 W Y 24/12 115/2330 22x37x77  Alum. N
Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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- Quality is more aﬁﬁwdafr@at&awm%u«f@'
BRIDGEWOOD

. BW 6R Jointer
TSC-10C Table Saw- i Acclaimed a "best buy” among 6" Jointers

with features such-as a [arge warking surface, powertl by a professional woodworking publication ’ i "'-%
BRIDGEWLL]

- American made molor.and stirdy construation wou'll see wa w3-knife. culterhiead s Jackscraw knifé adjustment
didn't spare quallly fo fmake an economical table saw -« New fence tilts both wi s, quick and easy adjustment. 3

» Miter gauge with T-slot groove * Cast iron extension wings positive stops * Enclosed stand » 1 HP motor « Rabbeting

* Magnetic switch « Quick release plug connection-on motor table and ledge ¢ Surface ground table: ushbutton

-« 4" dust collection hook up * Large 27" x 40" table "~ switch s *Ca wheels
. Beveled front table edge for smooth miter gauge operation - . = 3

« 1 1/2 HP American made motor

omes with VEGA® U-26 fence (shown)

can solve your dust collection ”l'..«u ra ve 'E W COSI
« 1 Micron, 16.2 sq. ft. filter bag » Two 4” dia. hose inlets * 1059 CFM
*43.5 gal. see- throuah collechongbag attached with quick release metal

straps ¢ 2 HP single-phase motor « Metal impeller (not plastic)

OUALITY MACHINERY « PARTS « SERVICE » GREAT LEASE PLANS

. BW-15P
BW-1555 Bandsaw-"co 'e, iis g h Planer—

ration free

. HeaVI nbbed cast iron c-frame s E
* Cast aluminum wheels with rubber tires ~ * 3 HP motor ¢ 3 v-belt drive from motor

fini

* Non-rocking steel floor stand to cutterhead * Table moves up and down “ For information and a FREE catalog
* Miter gaugfe . Moftor mountﬁad directly - cutterheasd sté:ltlanlary for smoﬁther tcutg contact us by toll free phone:

to cast iron frame for smooth operation » Sturdy 4 leg non-rocking stan 5 7 3

* 3/4 HP motor » Exterided stock support rollers 1-800-235-2100

visit our web page:

www.wilkemach.com
write or visit our showroom:
3230 N Susquehanna Trail, York, PA 17402-9716

» Two blade speeds: 2000 or 2600 SFM  » Anti-kickback fingers across entire width
» 3 spring chip breaker * Heavy cast iron

construction * Magnetic switch

« Jackscrew knife adjustment




DUST COLLECTORS

AN BAGS & FILTERS MOTORS
Manufacturer/ Price  Inlet Max* Under Material Spring Amps Volts** Size fmpeller Dust
Model # Dia. Load Clamps WxLxH Leak
g i Oneida Cyclone $659+ 6" 745 702 SB NA 17.2/8.6  115/230 24x24x84  Plastic N
o |8 Editors’ Choice
55 Penn State Tempest $539+ 5° 420 381 F NA 18/9 115/230 20x20x90  Steel Y

See pages |25 and |26 for a listing of manufacturer phone numbers and Web sites.

_ Other Recommendations

Penn State’s DC2-5 is a 1-1/2-hp collector, outstanding in
every respect from felt bags to cfm Under Load. Its only fail-
ing was a leaky fitting where the exhaust port changes
from a square to a round duct. A little judicious caulking
would solve the problem and make the DC2-5 an excellent
choice for those seeking the most cfm for the buck. It’s a bar-
gain at $300.

The Delta 50-850, the Jet DC-1100 and 1200 were also
excellent performers with well-sealed housings and duct-

work. Their only failing was the woven bag material that
came with the collectors. You'll need to spend an extra $60
to $100 to upgrade the bags to felt. W

Sources for Filter Bag Upgrades
American Fabric Filter Co. (800) 367-3591
Oneida Air Systems (800) 732-4065

Penn State Industries (800) 377-7297

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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Ultra Compact

Dust Collector

2 hp to 15 hp Systems

Compact Filter
e Cartridge Replaces
. —= Multiple Filter Bags

Captures 99% between
0.2-2.0 Microns @ 11 FPM

ol Let us design
your system today!

Complete Ductwork Packages

Oneida

Air Systems

1-800-732-4065

www.oneida-air.com

1001 W Fayette St. Syracuse NY 13204
Dust collection systems & components 1.5 hp & larger

SJA0329]]10D 3IsSng
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= gthe New Delta Store.
~ Tap into the

Power of the Pros.

The new Delta store has over 1000 products from a
complete line-up of unisaws to those hard-to-find
machinery attachments. Extensive product information
including customer ratings and reviews will help you
choose the right tool for the job. We’ll even deliver to
your door for only $5§9.

wVisit the Delta store at

www.amazon.com/delta
Call for your FREE Tool Crib catalog 1-800-635-5140

ViSIT THE

table saws radial saws miter saws
scroll & band saws planers the Delta store
drilling machines  jointers wood shapers




Delta is a proud sponsor
of these PBS programs.
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 What you teserve.
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All the fime, all the effort, all the talent. You put a lof info your woodworking. Which is why we've put
together a deal you can get a lot out of. Right now, buy any one of 11 Delta machines - the same tools
seasoned woodworkers have always relied on for uncompromising quality — and we'll give you a long
list of accessories absolutely free. From mobile bases to cast-iron wings, table boards to carbide-tipped
saw blades* The way we see it, you've got it coming to you. For the name of your nearest dealer, call
Delta Machinery at 800-438-2486 (U.S.) or 519-836-2840 (Canada). Or visit deltamachinery.com.

OELTA

*Accessory packages vary by product. SERIOUS WOODWORKING TOOLS SINCE 1919.




Can you move
several thousand
pounds of shop
machines alone?

I have the typical garage problem: cars, lawn mower,
Yp garage p
garden tools, bikes, kids toys, etc. and not enough

space to share with my heavy shop machines.

When 1 mobilized my shop machines and
workbench, I created the space 1 needed to do my

projects without sacrificing family storage space.

Have the freedom to move your machines, create
an organized, safe and spacious work area, and allow
for additional machines with easy shop cleanup.

You can, with a mobile base
from HTC Products.

® Premium mobile bases in over 1000 custom-fit sizes
Capacities to 1,500 1hs.
Stable 3-point self-leveling design thar lifrs shop machines
only ¥¢” from floor
Seamless welding

Tough powder ¢

invented by HTC in 1980
5 o Made in the USA

“We'll put these bases under our machines anyday!
— Wood Magazine

e

N

HTC Products Inc.

TC Products, Inc. 2000



Imost all woodwork-

ing requires smooth,

straight, flat faces
and edges. Jointers excel at
this job, and are a basic
addition to almost every
shop. Use a jointer correctly,
and you’ll have the best
dressed wood in the
joint.

Grizzly G1182ZX; $445.

The Family get wider, beds get longer. As a rule of  long as your jointer’s bed.

When buying a jointer, you have two  thumb, you can joint material twice as
options: a floor model or a benchtop.
Floor models are the best choice
for most woodworkers. With
beds starting around 42-in.
long, they handle larger boards
than benchtop jointers. Head width
ranges from 6 to 16 in. Benchtop join-
ters, with bed lengths around 30 in.,
are adequate for small projects, but dif-
ficult to use for big boards. Heads are
4 or 6-in. wide.

Jointer size is based on the width of
the cutterhead. So, a 6-in. jointer has a »
6-in.-wide cutterhead and can handle

6-in.-wide material. Generally, as heads Ridgid |P0600 floor-model
jointer; $450.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MANUFACTURERS

Craftsman 21724 benchtop
jointer; $120.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MANUFACTURER

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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Jointers

Planer/Jointer Combinations
On these hybrid machines, one motor
drives both a jointer head and a planer
head. It takes a small amount of setup
and adjustment to switch from one

Lever adjustments are fast, but can be
difficult to use for fine adjustments.

The Fence

Good fences make good neighbors, and
good jointers. A good fence should be
flat and stay flat. If not, return it to your
dealer. The fence should be tall and
long to make jointing easier and it
should have positive stops at 90,45 and
135 degrees. It should slide easily when
you adjust it side to side and lock rigidly
in place.

RAMON MORENO

function to another, but the combo
package takes up less space than two
separate machines.

Robland XSD combination
planer/jointer; $2,695.

: v

Cast fence

RAMON MORENC

Wheel-style adjustment offers control of
table height.

Fence Mounting
There are two styles of fence mounts.
One rides on a solid casting, the other
on a center post. Both work well, but the
center post protrudes farther in back of
the machine.

Table Adjustments
A lever on the table allows for fast
adjustment, but makes it harder to get
fine adjustments. Hand wheels are
slower than levers, but we like the con-

Features

Jointer knives are supported by
jackscrews or springs. Both work well,
although springs are easier.

trol they give for fine adjustments. For
the greatest convenience, look for hand
wheels on the front of the jointer

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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PHOTO COURTESY OF MANUFACTURER

SPRINGS
SUPPORT
JOINTER

KNIVES



47"
Knife Setting 6-inch or 8-inch?

Jointer knives don’t stay Everything points to buying the
sharp forever, so ease of biggest jointer you can fit into
changing is significant. your shop and budget.With their

Knives might be sup- manageable footprint and price
ported by jackscrews or tag, 6-in. jointers are a good value, g
springs. Most woodworkers and very popular. Taking the next g
in our tests found it easier step up to a 8-in. jointer could Z
to reset knives with springs. add 20 in. to the bed length, but it 5
If a jointer has other great also doubles the price. E
features, jackscrews are §
tolerable. g

Grizzly GI152Z

Horsepower
6-in. jointer; $375.

Look for at least a 1-hp
motor in 6 in. and wider
jointers.

Grizzly G1018
8-in. jointer; $675.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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Th e B 0 rl n Tr u‘th While the other guys duke it out over power tool specifications, we
search for and manufacture the best selection of quality accessories.
From left to right: tapered drill/countersink, step drill, single-flute auger After all, it's the boring accessories that actua“y engage the wood

bit, saw drill, forstner bit, dowel/plug cutter, HSS step drill, lipped brad- . .
point drill, Veritas® Plugger, centering bit, Veritas® Snug Plug* cutter. and make the greatest difference in your work.

To see and read about our full collection of unique, high-quality power tool accessories, hand tools and
woodworking supplies, visit our Web site or call to request our 252-page catalog - free with any purchase.

Contact us at: 1-800-871-8158 o customerservice@leevalley.com fax: 1-800-513-7885
and ask for catalog UTBT.

iLecValley& veritas:  soo

) ® yww.leevalley.com
Lee Valley Tools Ltd., 12 East River St., Ogdensburg, N.Y. 13669 \ —




Jointers

1

6-in. Jointers
Reviewed in AW #77, December 1999, page 72.

Editors’ Choices g = "G00
Delta 37-195; $550. X
This is a unique
machine with &
several distinct

features. The fence is :
significantly longer and ~ ¢
taller than most in the class. Tt |2
has a unique rack-and-pinion =

system to move it across the |
bed. While this makes moving
the fence easy, it also forces the
tool to stand farther away from
the wall than most jointers. .

The handles on the fence are Delta 37-195; $550.

conveniently out of the way when edge-jointing. Wood-
workers with sore backs will like the high switch placement.
The lever on the infeed table locks in place with 1/32-in.
increments. This makes it easier to use than most levers.

"Jom""

General 80-100LM;
$560.

With its bed extensions, this
machine had the longest bed in the
bunch. We liked the front-mounted
hand wheels and the smooth-oper-
ating fence.

General 80-100LM; $560.

Jet JJ-6CSX; $530.

All the features
we like are
here,

cluding hand

wheels on the
front, a smooth-operating
and rigid fence, and plenty of
power. Assembly was easy
thanks to a well written and
illustrated owner’s manual.

in-

Jet JJ-6CSX; $530.

— Our Recommendations —

Best Buys
Bridgewood BW6R; $399.
This machine offers
lots of features for
the money. &
The fence is rigid
and we were really
impressed with the quality
of the machining on the beds.
You’ll need to wire in the
switch, but the owner’s
manual covers this.

Bridgewood BW6R; $399.

Sunhill 924028 (CT-60L); $360.
You'll get the second longest bed in our test with this
jointer. The bed length
comes from
adding ex-
tensions to
the infeed and
outfeed tables. The
assembly instructions say
nothing about the exten-
sions, buy they’re easy
enough to put on.

Sunhill 924028 (CT-60L); $360.

After The Test:
Grizzly G 182ZX; $445.
This jointer would have
done well in our test. It
has a high switch,
mounted above
the machine, and
an “On”light lets you
know it’s running.

The bed is 47-in. long, the fence is
4in.x 29 in. and the 1 hp-motor
provides plenty of power. The
knife-setting system is a unique
combination of jackscrews and
springs, making setting easy.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MANUFACTURER

Grizzly G| 182ZX; $445.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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_ What's the secret to
huilding perfect panel doors?

Freud panel hits...now available with backcutters

STEPS TO BUILDING A PERFECT PANEL DOOR: In the past, the only way to make architecturally correct panel
doors required the use of two bits. Or, with other raised panel
backcutter bits, you had to settle for a smaller profile.

Finally, in one easy step, you can produce panels
- — from 3/4" wood with a 11/2" reveal that are flush
- 7 1 with the door frame for an architecturally cor-
1 : . rect appearance. Freud introduces 242
Raised Panel Bits With Backcutters.

Available in hoth bevel and cove
profiles, these 1/2" shank bits pair a
~T B - backcutter with Freud's revolutionary 2+2
= & ; ey [ ——— raised panel bit design. This patented design has four cutting
2 ' . ' wings that produce an extraordinary smooth finish.

The included 99-562 radius backcutter gives a double-sided
appearance and can be replaced with the optional 99-560
square backcutter for a more contemporary look. Shims are
included to allow adjustment of tongue thickness from
7/32" to /4" for maximum versatility and compatibility.

- Whether you're a hobbyist or a production
shop, Freud makes it easy for you to create
the perfect cabinet.

4 ASSEMBLE STILES, RAILS AND DOOR PANEL.

The Psychology of Woodworking Iy

Red router bits are a registered
+ 2 FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 1-800-472-7307.  IN CANADA, CALL 1-800-263-7016. Other patents pending

trademark of Freud TMM, Inc.

CENTIFICATE REGISTRSTION # 12 100 $169




Jointers

— Our Recommendations

Powermatic 54A; $750.
Another jointer too new for the test, this
machine is in a class by itself. It has a 6-in. head
and, with an amazing 66-in.-long bed, would
have been a contender.

A new style of lever adjustment on the g
infeed table makes fine adjustments easier. At G
$750, this machine is higher priced than other %
6-in. jointers, but less expensive than 8-in. 5
jointers, and it has the longest bed in the 6-in. E

LY 2
roup. S
grotp Powermatic 54A; $750. L,c_;
:
JOINTERS
Manufacturer/ Price  Table Fence Height Positive Bed Knife HP  Openor
Model # Adjustment and Length Stops Length Adjustment Closed stand
Bridgewood $399 2 handwheels, 4" x 29" 45,90,135 46" Screws | Closed
BWéR under tables
Best Buy
Delta-closed $550 | lever, 5" x 35" 45,90,135 46-1/2" Screws | Closed
37-195 | handwheel
Editors’ Choice
Delta-open $450 | lever, 4-1/2"x 27-1/2"  45,90,135 46" Screws 3/4  Open
37-190 | handwheel
General $560 2 handwheels, 4" x 29" 45,90,135 55-1/4" Screws 3/4 Closed
80-100LM in front
Editors’ Choice
Grizzly $375 2 levers 4" x 29-1/2" 45,90,135 47-1/2" Springs | Closed
G1182Z
Jet JJ6CSX $530 2 handwheels, 4" x 29" 45,90,135 46" Screws 3/4  Closed
Editors’ Choice in front
Lobo JT2206  $380 2 handwheels, 4 x 27-3/4" 90,135 46" Springs 1 Closed
under tables
Ridgid JP0600 $450 2 handwheels, 4" x 28" 90,135 46" Springs 3/4  Closed
under tables
Sunbhill $360 2 handwheels, 4" x 28" 45,90,135 52-3/4" Springs | Closed
924028 (CT-60L) under tables
Best Buy
Woodtek $400 | handwheel, 4-1/2" x 29-1/2" 45,90,135 46" Screws 3/4 Closed
924028 | lever 1)

See pages 125 and |26 for a listing of manufacturer phone numbers and Web sites.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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Your imagination
fmows no.imitations.
Your tools

shouldn't ejther

; -

& i)

Deltaisa proud sponsor
of these PBS progroms.

| ANISHING PLANER,
V/TH MORE FEATURES THAN ANYTHING IN ITS CLASS.

Select your speed and your depth. With Delta, you're in control. Free to

choose the dimensioning speed to get an accurate thickness quickly.
Free to choose the finishing speed to get an ultra-smooth finish. Free to
choose a depth stop at any dimension — from /8" to 61/2". All this, plus a
superior cutternead lock that virtually eliminates snipe. For the name of
your nearest Delta dealer, call Delta Machinery at 800-438-2486 (U.S.)

or 519-836-2840 [Canada). Or visit deltamachinery.com.
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f a'?i'adiii'_afm saw is too big, and a miter saw
‘doesn’t hav a sliding
y be just the ticket.

S a‘\;gﬁepping' up to sliding compound miter saws to Bl
,é\?er)’gbfn'g-from picture frames to decks. o

Hitachi C10FS; $550.

What is it? The Family modate thicker stock. The best choice is
Put a compound miter saw on aslideto  Sliding compound miter saws come in  a saw with a 10-in. blade, because it
increase its capacity, and you have a  four blade sizes; 7-1/4 in., 8-1/2 in.,  has plenty of capacity and takes the

sliding compound miter saw. This saw 10 in. and 12 in. Larger blades accom-  same size blade as your tablesaw.

is great both in the shop and for other Buying a saw with a 7-1/4 in. or

work around the house like cutting
trim or building a deck. Like a radial
arm saw, the head can be tilted for bevel
cuts and angled for miters. Sliding saws
are safer to use than radial arms because
you push the saw through the cut
instead of pulling it. This eliminates
climb cutting (cutting in the same
direction as the spinning blade). You
can’t rip or dado on a sliding com-
pound saw, but that’s what your table-
saw is for.

Makita's BLS712SFK cordless saw; $650.

8-1/2-1n. blade will limit your cutting
capacity, and you'll have to buy a special
blade just for your miter saw.

There’s also a new baby in this fam-
ily: the cordless sliding saw. These tools
are handy for a trim carpenter up on a
scaffold, but they haven’t earned their
way into the average woodworking
shop, where sliders are stationary.

Is this saw for you?
At two to three times the price of a
miter saw, why pop the extra dough?
There are three good reasons:

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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ng Compound Miter Saws

Capacity. Most of these saws will cross-
cut 11-1/2 in. or wider stock. Miter saws
crosscut to around 7 in. Combine the
tilting head with the slide and you can
bevel wide stuff like big base moldings.
Compound angle cutting. This means
cutting a bevel and angle at the same
time. Some of these saws have heads

Distinct positive angle stops are
user-friendly.

A tall fence makes it easier to cut crown
molding.

Blade Size

Pay attention to the blade that comes
with the saw (see chart, page 64). A 40-
tooth, 10-in. blade is great when you're
framing walls, but not so good for fram-
ing photos. Plan on spending another
$50 if you need to buy a high tooth
count blade for your saw.

that tilt both left and right, making
them even easier to use.
Portability. Sliding compound miter
saws can be cumbersome to haul
around, but they’re much more portable
than tablesaws or radial-arm saws.
There are three major disadvantages
to this type of saw, however:

Features

NDICATOR

HORIZONTAL
HANDLE

VERTICAL
HANDLE

Miter saws come with horizontal or
vertical handles.The choice is personal.

Positive Angle Stops

Distinct positive stops (like on the
Bosch in Photo 1) are best. As you're
swinging the saw to the angle setting,
the spring-loaded pin firmly drops into
the recess. There’s no question about
whether or not you're in the right spot.

Expense. You'll part with a lot of cash
($370 to $700).

Space. You'll need a 30- to 36-in.-deep
bench, and as much as 24 in. behind the
fence to allow clearance for the slide
mechanism.

Bulk. These are considered portable tools,
but their size and weight (see chart, page 64)
makes them cumbersome to lug around.

BEVEL 4
INDICATOR

“ACTION
HOLD-DOWN

Quick-action hold-downs make it easier
to clamp material to the saw.

Angle Indicator

An easy-to-read angle indicator makes
setting the saw quick and accurate. The
DeWalt hairline cursor has a vernier
scale allowing you to set to 1/4 and 1/2-
degree increments (Photo 2).

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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) INDUSTRIAL
.0 . ROUTER RIT

KIT INCLUDES FIXED BASE ROUTER, PLUNGE BASE & ACCESSOR]ES .
Powerful 2-1/4 H.P. (11 AMP) Makita Made Motor i S »'_
Makita Sub-Base Accepts Industry Standard Template Guides T

Accessories Included: 1/2" and 1/4" Collets, Dust Ngz_z!e Assen n ibly, Strai
Clear Sub-Base, Wrenches and P ast:c Tool (ase4

Electronic speed control with soft
'L start provides smooth start-ups and
maintains constant speed under load

Variable speed control dial
(8,000 - 24,000 RPM) to match the
speed to the application

Cam-lock lever for fast, easy and
secure depth adjustment

Conveniently located plunge ind( lever
for efficient operation

MUdEl RI._: I__IOI IﬂT For more info, call 1-800-4MAKITA

or visit www.makitatools.com

EVERYTHING YOU NEED

AWA-0801-F MA-0627-01.M19




Beveling

As always, look for a saw with an easy-
to-read scale to make adjustments sim-
pler. Also, look for a saw that bevels
both left and right. This makes it easier
to do compound cutting. Motors
mounted at an angle to the blade and
belt-driven saws keep the motor out of

Sliding Compound Miter Saws

Saws that tilt both left and right ihake compound cutting easier.

the way when leaning the blade to the
motor side.

Fence Height

A tall fence allows you to cut large
crown molding. If the saw you choose
doesn’t come with a tall fence, add a
wooden sub-fence.

Handle Style
Handles are either horizontal or verti-
cal. See what’s comfortable for you.

Hold-Downs

Quick-acting hold-downs work like
toggle clamps, and make it easy to
secure material to the saw. Hold-downs
that work on a screw thread, like a
C-clamp, work okay but are much
slower. This feature isn’t a deal breaker,
but rather a convenience issue.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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the results I expect, T needed
ment. Using the Rojek KPS 300
reate furnifure I'm proud of,
te. Dollar for dollar, if you added
> ey I spent on other woodworkin
ould have l?ought a Rojek at the start. It
cision woodworking very affordable. Its
d@l 1 saves space, and its efficient dust
ctior m and European safety devices

' my friends ask my advice
%ment I tell them to buy a
ek.”

__="" 'veanee, New Hampshire

Builder / Furniture Making

Enthusiast e
Cae

~\

The Rojek European combination machine features five

precision tools in one - sliding table saw, shaper, jointer,
laner, and mortiser - making it the complete workshop
or the serious woodworker. With outstanding fit and finish,

and great value, the Rojek KPS 300 is built for a lifetime of

woodworking.

Let us make you a believer!

Call toll-free:

800-787-6747




Sliding Compound Miter Saws
Reviewed in December 2000, #84, page 98.
We didn’t pick a separate Best Buy.

Editors®’ Choice
Makita LS 1013; $530.
A nearly perfect saw with great features
at a great price. N

Pros

It bevels left and right, has a very good blade #¥
and firm positive stops. The fence works &
well and this saw has the
smallest footprint of the top
five.

Cons

There’s no preset override
like the Bosch and Mil-
waukee saws and it has a
short table.

Makita LS 1013;$530.
Four Top Saws
These are some great tools, narrowly edged out by the
Makita, which simply offered more features.

Bosch B3915; $480.

A good all-around value. This
saw has very distinct preset
angles and can angle up to 60
degrees. The large table simpli-
fies supporting your material.
Pros

It angles up to 60 degrees, has Bosch B3915; $480.

a good blade, a tall fence and a

long table.You'll like the quick-

acting hold-down.

Cons

It only bevels one way and the preset angle release is a
possible pinch point.

— Our Recommendations —

DeWalt DW708; $600.
Lots of capacity (12 in.) for
even the largest stock. Both
the bevel and angle indica-
tors are very easy to
read. The high fence
simplifies supporting
crown molding,.

Pros

It angles up to 60 degrees, 1 \voic pw708: $600.

has a tall fence, good angle

and bevel indicators and it

bevels left and right.

Cons

It’s the heaviest saw tested and the dust bag and hold-
downs cost extra.

Hitachi CI10FS; $520.
One of only two 10-in. saws
that bevels left and right.
The adjustable guard
behind the blade offers
excellent support, pro-
vides a line-of-cut indi-
cator, and prevents small
offcuts from being flung
by the spinning blade.
Pros

It bevels left and right, has a great soft start and brake. It fea-
tures a rear blade guard for supporting work and providing
a line-of-cut indicator.

Cons

It has spongy positive stops and a hard-to-

read angle scale.

Hitachi C10FS; $520.

Makita LS1212; $700.
This saw is the 12-in. big
brother of our Editors’
Choice saw. It angles up to
60 degrees and has one
of the highest-amp
motors in the group.
Pros =
It has a great blade, pos- \y.1ic2 151212: $700.
itive stops that engage

firmly and a nice fence. You'll like the high-amp motor
and that it bevels left and right.

Cons

There are no angle presets for compound cuts.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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* Fence height is adequate for cutting 3-1/4-in. crown

SLIDING COMPOUND MITER SAWS

V=Vertical, H=Horizontal

¥ volt battery  E=Excellent; G=Good; F=Fair
Depth needed to accommodate rail travel

Manufacturer/  Price Blade L&R Distinct Angle Bevel Fence Handle Quick Footprint= Max Max Widthat  Amps Weight
Model # Sizef Tilt  Positive Pointer Pointer Helght’!< Stylel Release ODepth X Width  Thickness 45 Degrees (in Ibs.)
Tooth Stops Hold-  Width of Cut  (in.) (in)
Count Downs  (in.) (in)
Bosch B3915__ $480 10"60 N Y G G Y v Y 41-1/4x26-12 12 3-112 8-5/8 13 56
Craftsman 2/1292 $590 1240 N N G G Y H N 45-12x23 12-5/8 4 8-3/4 15 53
Delta 36-240 $430 1040 N N E G Y H N 34-12x27-1/4 11-1/2 3-5/8 8 15 55
DeWalt DW708 $600  12"60h Y Y E E Y H N 44-12x23-12 12 4-3/4 8-172 13 6l
Hitachi CEFE-2 $460 81/2'24 N N F F N v N 39x2l-1/4 12 2-9/16  8-5/8 95 45
Hitachi CIOFS _ $520  10"40 Y N F F N \ N 43x2l-1/2 12-1/4 3-3/8 8-11/16 12 50
Makita $442  7-172'740 N Y G F N \ N 30-12x17 7-1/18 2 5 18% 26
LS7| IDWBEK
Makita LSO711  $420  7-1/2"/40 N Y G F N v N 30-12x 17 7-1/18 2 5 10 35
Makita LS10I1  $450 10"64 N F F N v N 31x20-1/12 12 2-15/16  8-7/16 12 41
Makita LS1013  $530  10"64 Y Y G G Y \ N 39x2l 12 3-5/8 8-112 1355
Editors’ Choice
Makita LS1212  $700 12796 Y Y G G Y v N 39x23-112 12-1/4 3-7/8 8-1/2 I5 55
Milwaukee $500 10"740 N Y F G Y \ N 37x25 12-3/8 3-5/8 8-3/4 I5 55
6496-6K
Milwaukee $600 10"/80 N Y F G Y v N 37x25 12-3/8 3-5/8 8-3/4 I5 55
6497-6K
Porter-Cable $480 10740 N Y G G N H Y 36x22 I-1/2 3-518 8 15 54
3807
Tradesman $370  8-1/2"/40 N Y G G Y \ N 49x2l-1/2 12 2916 8112 10 50
8336 il

See pages 125 and | 26 for a listing of manufacturer phone numbers and Web sites.
g | g 0] |
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- - Heavy Duty, Rugged, and Reliable.

| A Web Site That’s Built Like
A DEWALT Tool.

The new DEWALT store
has a complete
DEWALT selection of
over 1500 products.
See the newest cordless
tools and the hard-to-
find woodworking
accessories. Our heavy-
duty product information
including customer
ratings and reviews will
help you select the
right products.

Visit the DEWALT store at

www.amazon.com/dewalt
Call for your FREE Tool Crib catalog 1-800-635-5140

chop saws drills grinders hammer _
drills planers routers the DEWALT store
screw guns vacuums saw blades

\\\

., “All my tools
M‘%tovr%hnuld be this
gnml' 1

Accu-Miter®
showr with
optional manual
clamp.

The Accu-Miter® is a professional miter
gauge that makes perfect angles easily.
Shot-pin action assures dead-on accuracy
for common angles. Our new adjustable bar
insures a perfect fit in your table saw’s slot.

Call or write for
our free brochure.

$179

Model 18-34

C OMPAIY 800 Dutch Square Blvd., Suite 200
Columbia, SC 29210
1-800-382-2637

,_F—/-

www.thejdscompany.com

SMES 4931 punodwion SuIpi|s




The all-in-one tool
at a new low price

New single-speed version. Just turn it on and go!

eDetail Sander ePower Scrape eO0scillating Saw

Accessories included

Go where other sanders can’t. Sand into
tight corners, along window panes, between
shutter slats.

Saw where others fear to go. Cut putty
along windows and into corners, undercut door
jambs. The segmented blade lets you saw right
up to the adjoining surface.

The MultiMaster blade Finishin g

\ oscillates to prevent is jUS t ;

| kickback, vibration or Y 5
accidents. the beginning

Optional Professional Kit

| Scrape cleanly and smoothly. Glide

through paint, wallpaper, caulking and linoleum.
The MultiMaster does all the work!

Just turn it on and go. All you do is steer!
And best of all, you won't break the bank. Call
1-800-441-9878 for more details and our
free brochure, or visit us at www.feinus.com.

@
Fein Power Tools, Inc.
1030 Alcon Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15220




FREE TOOL OR
$50 REBATE

With purchase of the DW733 Heavy-Duly
Thickness Planer, DW744S Heavy-Duty 10" Table
Saw with Stand, or DW706 Heawy-Duty 12 o :
Double-Bevel Compound Miter Saw. DW733 | From our award-winning routers, sanders and plate joiners to our brand new nailers, compressors,
offer valid 9/15/2001 through 2/28/2002. : ; : :
DW744S and DW706 offer valid 9/15/2001 miter sgws, and cordless drills, DEWAILT has a cgmplele line of tools an.cl accessories for the
through 12,!31;2001 Oﬂly inthe USA. Seestore | professional woodworker. So you'll find everything you need. Everything except wood.

or visit v, DEWALT .com for defails. -

Copyright ©2001 DEWALT. The lollowing are trademarks for one or more DEWALT Power Tools and Accessories: The yellow and black color scheme; the
“D"-shaped air intake.grill: the array of pyramids on the handgrip; Ihe kit box configuration; and the array of lozenge-shaped humps on the surface of the tool ‘
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PREMIUM
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World Class Woodworking
Tooling and Machinery

12” HD BENCH DRILL PRESS

EASY ARC™ TILT TABLE

¢ 6 Speeds, 500-3100 RPM e 1/3 HP motor
e 2-3/8" quill travel = 1/2" JT33 chuck

* Quick change micro adjust depth stop

e Both head and table swing 360°

4X4 BENCH TOP
MORTISER

$249.99

EASYARC™ TILT TABLE Free 7-Piece
provides 225° of adjustability Brad Point Set.
¢ Positive stops at 180° & 45° $20.00 value

+ 90° ball detent stop
» Micro adjustable at 45° and 180°

Free $79.99
GuildCraft™
chisel & bit
set included

Table is pre-drilled to accept Quick

\ Release Custom Clamps (not included)

o Powerful 1/2 HP, 1725 RPM motor
» Micro adjustable fence
6X6 HD MORTISER :

o Twin column construction

WITH STAND e Spring counter balance

e Full 1-HP, 1140 RPM motor * Oversized gears & head stock

* Accepts 1/4,5/16”,3/8”, 5" head stroke

1/2",5/8”, 3/4” & 1" chisels ~ ® 1/2" chisel capacity

* Micro adjustable fence * Metal stops and lock downs 2

« 5-point holding system * Adjustable ergonomic handle _ .

e Patented rachet handle | URN'NG CENTER HeaVIeSt ln /Z”S C/aSS = 87/bS
* Quick release custom clamps e Easy access belt change ® 6 speeds, 500 to 3700 RPM

e 23” of table travel ¢ Heavy Duty 1/2 HP motor ® 15” max between centers

* 10" swing e #2 morse taper 1" x 8 TP,
: ; o % e Add Easy Mount Bed Extension, increase to 39” between centers
4-PIECE l a * A complete line of accessories is available
CHISEL & BIT SET '

A registered brand of Fisch — ., — «». \WORKBENCH

* Supports 250 Ibs.
7-PIECE FORSTNER SET * Folds t0 6.5” x 38”

» Two tool racks

* Four 3-step vise jaws
$2499 * Non-slip feet
Contains sizes: * Work directly over projects
1/4",3/8",1/2", ¢ Securely clamps any shape

1/4",5/16",3/8",1/2"
chisel & bit set

$79.99

5/8”, 3/4",7/8", 1"
Fits 3/8” chuck
and larger.

GuildCraft Forstner
Bits are Titanium

&
[ Coated for Longer Life £3
T AT AT TR $79'99 % C
" ;'lf I!l El l! “ 16'PIECE FORSTNER SET WoodworkingToo\'m%a“
"f‘ AR ,, e L ¥ Contains: 1/4” through 2-1/8”. In 1/8” increments. Call 724-663-9072 or visit our website

Fits 3/8” chuck & larger. www.fisch-woodworking.com for a catalog or nearest dealer



o6m chisels to router

tables, there are plenty of
ways to cut mortises. But.

nlachlnes make your m _rtlsmg
. ‘easier,and thelr square \

mortlses.@re the perfect match

AD PHOTO: BILL ZUEHLKE

Woodtek 876-775; $240.

LEVER

ADJUSTABLE

o . DEPTH STOP
Mortising machines are lever

operated, and require some arm
strength to chop the mortises.
The lever controls the head’s
movement up and down the
column. A gas-filled shock holds
the head stationary in any
position. The motor powers the
auger bit, which extends though
the hollow chisel. This
auger/chisel combination drills CHISEL ©

and shears the mortise. An \»
adjustable fence positions the HOLD-DOWN

workpiece and a U-shaped hold- \
down keeps it in position. ﬁ‘
Mortises are made by advancing .
the workpiece along the fence

while cutting successive
squared holes.

The Family
The mortiser family can be divided by
price; less than $600 and more than
$600. In addition to the dedicated
machines, you can buy a mortising
attachment for a drill press.

Less Than $600
These machines are a bargain ($150 to
FENCE $550), they don’t take up much space,

ADJUSTMENT : .
LOCK | and with some tweaking (see page 73),

will perform for the woodworker who's
willing to babysit the machine a little.
They’ll cut 1/4-in. to 1/2-in. mortises.

Delta 14-650; $242.

EDITOR: GEORGE VONDRISKA » ART DIRECTION: BARBARA PEDERSON ¢ PHOTOGRAPHY: STAFF, BIL | SAMSEINN SR FsRaat)

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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Talented Creator. Skilled Hobbyist.

BUSINESS OWNER.

You're already two. With Guardsman WoodPro®, you can become all three!

Guardsman WoodPro is a network of franchises
specializing in furniture-related services.
Guardsman WoodPro has available territories
throughout North America, so call us today.

TRAINING AND SUPPORT PROGRAMS:
¢ Comprehensive initial training

* Ongoing regional workshops

* Web-based support programs

® 24-hour technical assistance

® Access to fellow WoodPro franchisees

GUARDSMAN WOODPRO CUSTOMERS:
* Homeowners

® Furniture retailers

® Restaurants and Hotels

® Professional office buildings

* Moving and storage companies

NOT TO MENTION:

® Protected territories

¢ Affiliation with the most established and respected
name and presence in the marketplace

® The support of a $2.2 billion company, and the largest
manufacturer of furniture finishes in the world.

¢ Affordable franchise entry fees, as low as $9,500

® Home based with low overhead!

Profit

Centers

Furniture Repair - gouges, scratches,
burns, water marks, dents and more.

Upholstery Services - panel
replacement; seat re-upholstering,
spot cleaning

Structural Repairs - chair regluing
frame repairs and more

Cabinet Refurbishing - cleaning,
degreasing, repairing and polishing

Refinishing - complete stripping and
refinishing using an eco-friendly,
water-based system

For a Franchise Information Kit Call
800.496.6377
www.guardsmanwoodpro.com.

GUARDSMAN
WoDPRO

The most trusted name in furniture repair™




Bridgewood HM-11;$219.

More Than $600
These industrial-quality machines have
large capacities and adjustable tables.
Material is held in place by a massive
plate that works like a vise, and is much
more effective than the hold-downs on
the less expensive models. The tables
move front to back and side to side on
an X/Y-axis. This means you use the
hand wheels on the front of the
machine to position your material,
instead of sliding it by hand.
Woodworkers lust after these heavy-
duty machines, but they’re an expensive
commitment to mortising, and require
a large, dedicated place in your shop.

The fence and hold-down must be rock
solid for the mortiser to work correctly.

HAND
WHEELS

Powermatic 719A,; $800.

Features

Fence

It doesi’t matter if the fence is cast iron
or angle steel; what matters is that the
fence is flat and square to the table.

Hold-Downs
Hold-downs (found on the less-than
$600 mortisers) are fastened to a post
on the fence or mounted directly to the
column. We found these hold-downs
barely adequate, but easily repairable.
The vise-like clamps on the more
expensive machines work great for
securing material.

Delta mortise kit, 17-924; $75.

Drill Press Attachments
Consider these if you need to mortise
only occasionally. Mortising attach-
ments are inexpensive, but drill presses
aren’t designed to provide the leverage
you need for heavy mortising. They’re
okay for chopping 3/8-in. or smaller
mortises, but the head and table will flex
considerably in hard use.

Motor Speed

Mortisers come with a 1,725-rpm or
3,450-rpm motor. Manufacturers say
that slower speeds extend chisel life.
Slower rpm machines are less stressful
to use because the chisels are also less
likely to overheat. Higher rpm
machines, however, cut mortises with
less effort. You'll have to take more care
with your feed rate to avoid burning
the edge of the chisel.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.

American Woodworker 2002 TOOL BUYER'S GUIDE 71

SJA9SIJAON



Mortisers

— Our Recommendations —

Mortisers
Reviewed in AW #81, August 2000, page 73.

We tested mortisers that cost less than $600.All the mor-
tisers tested were capable of cutting mortises, but the hold-
downs were so poor it was a struggle with larger mortises
(Photos 2 and 3). As a result, we didn’t pick an Editors’
Choice, but we did select five Best Buy machines and made
some recommendations for tweaking the machines for
better performance.

This hold-down
doesn’t sit flat, so the
workpiece it’s
supposed to hold is
free to twist, or
“rack,” underneath it.
Poor-fitting hold-
downs are common,
and the weak link in

many of these = = : j .
machines. ! r" j >

Delta 14-650; $240. Grizzly G3183; $225.

- RACKING
- MOVEMENT

THIS CHISEL
IS STUCK

A poor-fitting hold-
down caused the
chisel to bind in the
mortise because it
allowed the
workpiece to rack.
Once a chisel is | .
stuck, it’s a real pain

Jet JBM-5; $239. Woodtek 876-775; $240.

to get loose. After the Test
' General International
Best Buys produced their 75-
With improvements to their hold-down systems, six of the  050M1 ($350) after our
machines we tested consistently cut tool test. Although it

doesn’t quite hit a
bull’s-eye, it comes
close. This machine
would have been a top
choice in our test.

The General has a
better (though not per-
fect) hold-down and a
marginally better fence

mortises effectively. Five of these
mortisers are competitively priced
and received our Best Buy award. :
The sixth, the Multico PM 12, cost £
$300 more. The Delta and Jet §
machines run at 1,725 rpm. Mor- '
tisers from Bridgewood, Grizzly
and Woodtek, which have similar
castings and appear to be virtu-
ally identical, have fast-speed than other comparable
motors. These machines are a def- machines. It operates at a General International
inite improvement over mor- Bridgewood HM- [ 1;$219. slow speed (1,720 rpm.) 75-050MI;$350
tising on the drill press. At less and has along (23 in.) lever.

than $250, all five of these mortisers are bargains.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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3/4" PIPE

Lengthen the handle for extra leverage.

Performance Enhancing

Al of the less-expensive machines could
use some improvements. The fixes we
found are so simple, it's surprising man-
ufacturers aren’t making these modifi-
cations themselves. Here’s what you
can do to spruce up a mortiser.

Lengthen the Handles

The extra leverage gained by slipping a
20-in. length of pipe over the hand
lever helps most when cutting 1/2-in.
mortises with slow-speed machines.
Slow-speed machines require more
physical effort and are more likely to
stall while cutting, so high motor amper-
age (minimum 5 amps) is important.

Improve Holding Capability
Clamp the fence to the mortiser’s
table, using spacers if necessary, so it
stays put when the chisel is with-
drawn.

Clamp a board in front of the
workpiece so it can't rack. Sand or file
the bottom of the hold-down so it sits
flat. Then use cyanoacrylate (CA) glue
to attach a piece of styrene to the
hold-down’s bottom. (Both CA glue
and sheets of styrene are available at
hobby stores.) Styrene helps the
workpiece slide back and forth more
easily under the hold-down.

Properly Install Bits

Use two scraps of wood when you
install the chisel and bit. One acts as
a spacer between the chisel and its
bushing to ensure proper clearance
between the auger and the hollow
chisel. Its thickness depends on the
size of the chisel. Check the owner’s
manual. The other scrap protects
your finger while you hold the auger
in position for tightening. Tighten
the chuck in all three holes so the
auger won’t come loose during a
cut. Then remove the spacer and
snug up the chisel against the bush-

SA9SIJAON

HOLD

"WORKPIECE

Clamp a board in front of the workpiece
so it can't move.

Clamp the fence to the table so it stays

put.

ing. Square it to the fence and tighten

the setscrew.

MORTISERS Chisel 1/2-HP Motor Fence
Manufacturer/ Price Sets Motor Speed Square to Chuck
Model # Included Amperage (rpm) Table Access
Bridgewood $219 None 6A 3,400 Yes Right
HM-11 @liov hand only
Best Buy
Central $160 1/4-in., 3/8-in. 2.3A 3,580 No Both
Machinery 35570 and 1/2-in @ oV hands
Craftsman $200 None 4A 1,725 No Both
219060 @ 120V hands
Delta $240 | /4-in., 5/16-in. S5A 1,725 Yes Both
14-650 Type 2 3/8-in., 1/2-in. @ 120V hands
Best Buy
Grizzly G3183 $225 None 6A 3,400 Yes Right
Best Buy : @ 1oV hand only
Jet JBM-5 $239 1/4-in., 3/8-in 6A 1,720 Yes Both
Best Buy [/12-in @ 115V hands
Multico PM 12 $549 1/2-in. 5.1A 3,470 Yes Both

@ 1oV hands
Woodtek 876-775 $240 None 6A 3,450 Yes Right
Best Buy @ oV hand only i

See pages |25 and 126 for a listing of manufacturer phone numbers and Web sites.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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4-WAY MONEY-MAKER’

£, ., . Turn a $5.00 rough board into $75.00 worth of

* ._“*‘T_‘ff?? . finished molding in just minutes! Make over 350
standard patterns, tongue & groove, picture frame
stock, any custom design. QUICKLY CONVERTS
from Planer/Molder to Drum Sander or power-feed
Multi-Blade Rip Saw! Made in U.S.A. 5-Year
Warranty. Choose from 12", 18 " or 25" models.

Variable Feed Nakes
the Difference!

~ Just a twist of the dial adjusts the Woodmaster

} N from 70 to over 1,000 cuts per inch. Produces

a glass-smooth finish on tricky grain

N
s patterns no other planer can handle.

' Plenty of American-made "muscle"

to handle money-saving,

straight—from—the-sawmill”

lumber. Ideal for high-

value curved molding.

Best Value - "After checking them all,
Woodmaster was obviously the best deal for
the money. Also | would like to acknowledge
the polite and prompt service."

E. D. Holtz, North Carolina

Runaway Hobby - "Thanks to Woodmaster,
what started as a hobby is now a full-time
millwork business."

D. A. Probst, Pennsylvania

i Woodmaster’s Quick-Change N A
Molding Head lets you | ®
\ create custom moldings l T
- : . Choose from e I d v
\ s from any stock. Choo a oaa
- e
£ N

over 350 standard trim and

s b o For FREE FACTS!
=7 1-800-821-6651
\|

New ripsaw attachment lets you : ASk fOI‘ Extensmn PYGQ
gang-rip with power feed in a 3 A - gl T T T T e |
fraction of the time it takes for o ! [] YES! Rush my FREE Information Kit!
separate hand-fed passes on an Woodmaster Tools, Dept. PY69,

ordinary table saw. 1431 N. Topping Avenue Kansas City, MO 64120

NAME

|

Power-fed sanding speeds :
| production and improves | ADDRESS

|

|

|

|

-| the quality of your work.
No more waves or Cross-
grain scratches.

CITY




The Family
There are two types of planers: portable
and stationary. Stationary planers are
categorized as large or medium-size.
There are also planer/molders and
hybrid jointer/planers.

Portable Planers

M Portable planers are relatively inex-
pensive, small enough to store in a cub-
byhole and can produce as smooth a
cut as larger planers. :

B They’re genuine plug-and-play tools
that run on 110 volts and require a
minimum of set up.

M They're great for dressing presurfaced
lumber.(For example, 3/4-in. material

Makita 2012NB portable planer; $500.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MANUFACTURER

DeWalt DW733; $400.

that you need to take down to 1/2 in. for
drawer sides.) .

B Portable planers have universal
motors that perform best when taking
off about 1/32 in. per pass. You can use
a portable planer to surface roughsawn
material, but at 1/32 in. per pass it'll be
slow going if you have a lot of boards.
B The nylon or rubber feed rollers on
portables may have difficulty grabbing
roughsawn material.

I Even with fine-tuning, portable plan-
ers are infamous for producing snipe—
the deeper bite at each end of a board.
Some recent models, however, have all
but eliminated it.

M Portable planers are priced starting at
less than $300.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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Planers
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Woodtek 875001 stationary planer; $1,000.

Stationary Planers

Compare these stationary planer
features to the portables:

B These planers have bigger induction
motors that allow them to take off more
material per pass; as much as 1/8 in.
M Their three-knife cutterheads (com-
pared to two on portables) mean more
knives do the work, so less frequent
sharpening and knife replacement is
necessary.

B The metal feed rollers grab rough-
sawn stock better than the rollers on the
portables.

B Some stationary planers have vari-
able feed speed so you can slow down
the feed rate and get a smoother sur-
face. This is especially important on
extremely hard or figured wood.

B With fine-tuning, you should be able
to produce a snipe-free cut.

B Some operate on 110-volt circuits;
most require 220 volts.

B Some assembly is required. You’ll
need to bolt parts together and spend
time fine-tuning these machines.

sl |
£ HITACH! I8

PHOTO COURTESY OF MANUFACTURER

Hitachi PI2RA combination
jointer/planer; $1,410.

B These 200- to 400-1b. machines need
a dedicated space in your shop.

B Prices for stationary planers range
from $700 to slightly more than $2,000.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MANUFACTURER

RBI 812 planer/molder;$2,124.

Planer/Molders
Some stationary planers accept mold-
ing cutters. Adding the cutters is typi-
cally straightforward and doesn’t com-
promise the planing capability. This
feature is especially handy if you'd

like to do all your own mill-
work from scratch, or if you work
with materials that aren’t commercially
made into moldings (see Q&A,
page 14).

Jointer/Planer Hybrids
Jointer/planers use one motor to power
both jointing and planing cuts. They
typically take up less space than two
separate machines, but may require
some adjustments to switch from one
operation to another.

You'll pay more for a hybrid than for
a dedicated planer, but you're getting a
two-for-one machine.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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DOUBLE-EDGED
DISPOSABLE KNIFE

INDEXING
PIN

Knife changing is made easier with
indexed knives.

A depth stop allows you to
preset the final thickness.

Here are the most important features to
look for when planer shopping:

Capacity
There are two numbers to consider; max-
imum thickness and maximum width.

Many planers have a maximum
thickness of 6 in. While you're not likely
to find much wood to plane that’s 6-in.
thick, you'll find this large capacity
handy for edge planing boards. You can
stand 3/4 in. or thicker boards on their
edges and plane them to exactly the
same width.

Maximum width is the widest board
measurement the planer will handle.
This number is generally around 12 in.
for portable planers and higher on sta-
tionary machines. Extra width is great
when you want to flatten a glue up.

Dust Chute

Planers produce lots of shavings, so if

Feat'urgg

PEPTH-OF-CUT
~ INDICATOR

A depth-of-cut indicator tells you how
much wood you'll be removing.

there isn’t a
dust chute on the
planer you choose, be
certain one is available as

an accessory. Plan on using at

least a 650 cfm dust collector with a
4-in. hose. See How to Buy a Dust Col-
lector, page 39.

Easy Knife Change

Eventually, you'll have to change the
knives. Most planers come with jigs
that help position knives properly.
Portable planers are the easiest to
change. We prefer indexed knives (see
chart, page 79) because they click pre-
cisely in place.

Depth-of-Cut Indicator

Here’s a cool feature that makes some
portable planers handier than others.
Before you run a board through the planer
for the first pass, stick an end under this
indicator and you'll know exactly how
much wood you'll be removing, This pre-
vents an overly aggressive cut.

Depth Stops
Available on some portable planers,
these stops allow you to pre-set the

A cutterhead lock minimizes snipe, but
doesn’t completely eliminate it.

Snipe (exaggerated here) is the
bite taken out of the ends of a
board. It can be a problem on
planers without a cutterhead lock.

final thickness of your board.

Snipe Control
Most portable planers have cutterheads
that adjust up and down to control the
depth-of-cut. As a result, these planers
often produce snipe. Some machines
have locks that hold the cutterhead in
place. This significantly reduces, but
doesn’t completely eliminate, snipe.
Stationary planers, with cutterheads
that are fixed and tables that adjust up
and down, snipe less than portables.
Adjusting the tension on the infeed and
outfeed rollers also helps control snipe.

Feed Speed Control

Not available on most portable planers,
this feature is included with some sta-
tionary planers. It allows you to slow
down the rate at which the material
passes under the cutter. This can
improve the surface finish on especially
hard or figured woods.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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Absolutely
nothing. |

Pretty amazing, isn't it? 26,000 Ibs.
of road-pulverizing force would
severely damage conventional mat-
tresses. But the revolutionary Tempur-
Pedic bed (above) was left undamaged
—and undeformed.

The scientists who developed our
state-of-the-art weightless sleep tech-
nology used NASA’s anti-G-force
research to invent Tempur® material, a
new kind of viscoelastic bedding that
reacts molecularly to body mass and
temperature.

Makes all other
beds obsoleté!

Tempu

material S

molds
to your
body!"

® Copyright 2001 by Tempur-Pedic, Inc. Al Rights Reserved

Its pressure-relieving “anti-gravity effect”
has billions of microporoscopic mem-
ory cells automatically contouring to
your precise shape and weight—giving
your body perfect support.

Consider this: those thick, ornate pads
that cover most mattresses are needed
to keep the hard steel springs inside.
But they create a hammock effect out-
side that can actually cause pressure
points. Our molecular springs gently
mold to your every curve and angle.

Tempur-Pedic’s sleep-science achieve-
ment is recognized by NASA...cited by

Recognized by NASA
Certified by the
Space Foundation,

#* Wiscoelastic memory cells conform
to every curve and angle of your body,
ventilating windows dissipate heat.

That's exactly what happens to this high-tech
Swedish mattress (the heart of our viscoelastic
Weightless Sleep System) when a giant 13-ton
steamroller repeatedly runs over it.

the U.S. Space Foundation...and certi-
fied by the Space Awareness Alliance.
TV, cable, radio, newspapers, and
magazines have reported on Tempur-
Pedic and given us rave reviews.

Our high-tech Swedish Sleep Syster is
extolled, worldwide, by over 25,000
sleep clinics, physicians, and health
professionals. In fact, it's the first really
important new bed since the inner-
spring was introduced some 75 years ago.

Small wonder, then, that.3 out of every
4 Tempur-Pedic owners go out of their
way to recommend us to close friends
and relatives—and 82% tell us "It's the
best bed I've ever had!”

For a FREE DEMONSTRATION KIT, phone
or fax right now. You'll get a sample of
Tempur material, a Better Sleep Video,
a 16-page Consumer Guide, a duty-free
Import Price List, product info—and a
FRee 13-WEek HOME TRYOUT CERTIFICATE.

FREE SAMPLE/FREE VIDEO/FREE INFO

Q%-PEDC

PRESSURE RELIEVING
SWEDISH MATTRESS AND PILLOW

1-800-769-6101

CALL TOLL FREE OR SEND FAX TO 1-859-259-9843

Tempur-Pedic, Inc., 1713 Jaggie Fox Way, Lexington, KY 40511



—our Recommendations -

K -

Portable Planers | == Ji  Best Buy
Reviewed in April 2000, #79, page 1\ = Delta 2.2'540; $260. =

82. Here are our top choices: A no frills planer that can
often be found at a dis-

£ counted price.
Editors’ Choices
Delta 22-560; $300. < &
This planer combines a cutterhead . 99 540. $300. Op\oig
lock, small size for compact stor- Delta 22-540; $260.
age and indexed knives that are easy to change. Too New to Test

Makita 2012NB; $490.
With its head lock and depth
stop this planer would have

DeWalt DW?733; $380.
A machine with easy-to-read scales,
thick knives that can be resharp- compared well with our Edi-
ened and a lever-action cutterhead tors’ Choice models if we
lock. o TP EDIIORS f  were testing now. For safety,
: ' it also includes an indicator
light to alert you that the
planer is plugged in.

- S

's Ridgid TP1300; $400.

A large machine that’s loaded Makita 2012NB; $490.
with well-designed features like a

convenient-to-reach cutterhead

lock and easy-to-change knives.

Ridgid TP1300; $400.

PLANERS 1 Includes stand
Manufacturer/ Price Weight Size (HxWxD Head lock Chip-Depth Pre-Set Type of Minor

Model # (Ibs.) with chip deflector) Indicator Stop Knives Features

Delta 22-560 $300 65 16x22x13 Yes No No Indexed ALKLM

Editors’ Choice

DeWalt DW733  $380 8l 18x21x15 Yes Yes Yes SER A, C,D,EG,,K LM
Editors’ Choice

Ridgid TP1300 $400 84 20x26x18 Yes Yes Yes DED AB.C.DEG,) KN
Editors’ Choice

Delta $260 64 16x21x15 No No No DED ALK

22-540 Type 2

Best Buy

Grizzly GI1017 $370T 78 18x22x13 No No No SER Bx2,FH

Jet JWP-12-4P $335 70 19x22x15 No No No DER A FHM

Lobo WP00I12 $360 65 18x20x 14 No No No SER AFH,P

Makita 2012NB _ $490 62 16x19x13 No Yes Yes DED ACDEJKL
Powermatic $360 70 ©19%22x 14 Yes No No Indexed AEFHLM

412 DED

Hitachi PI12R $1410 75 21x20x20 No Yes No SER A LKL N

See pages 125 and |26 for a listing of manufacturer phone numbers and Web sites.

Type of knives: Guide to Minor Features F Rollers on tables K Manual above average

DED Double-edged, disposable A 4-in.dust port G Cord and tool storage L Easy-to-tighten knives

SER Single-edged, resharpenable B 2-in.dustport H  Adjustment for setting cutterhead parallel to M J2-1/2-in, wide capacity

DER Double-edged, resharpenable € Scale on crank bed is explained in manual N 13-in. wide capacity
D Paddle-style switch | Legibility of scale above average P Curterhead assembly rides on the case, not 4 posts
E  Tables longer than average

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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WOODLINE ARIZONA, INC. OFFERS YOU MORE...

SUPER SETS AT.GREAT PRICES!!!

8-pc CLASSICAL SET

30-pc PROFESSIONAL SET

Includes:
5 Straight bits
3 Dovetails | |
| I n 3 Core Box «2-c Rail & Stile Roman Ogee -Drawer Lock
P ER éﬂ;‘” L BU 3 Cove Bits 2 8/4 D Panel Rz;ser (Ogeg) )Door Lip +Glue Joint
E !‘ m F‘) ‘ 6 Roundovers WL-2020 175 VALUE
a6 |8 | fg'::; oy OUR PRICE onty *119 et

2 Slot Cutters 3/4' bore Shaper Cutter

i * 1-pc Rail & Stile . ZClassmal 5/32" R &1/4 R
1 c%a{r?{f%?ve (Roman Ogee) *1 Wavy 1 Filet
: g | -45/8 Panel 2 Ogee=5/32"R, & 1/4"R
. 1 Bevel Trim Bit Raiser (Ogee) °2 Roman Ogee=5/32"R, & 1/4"R

!
i tor B . s 5-Fc CABINET DOOR SET

Door Li ) s
"WL2010_OUR PRICE onty 1 09.cc $ | - Glue Jont WL-2016__ 490 4L0E
"""" 2o [ OODO) - Drawer Lock OUR PRICE oNlY ggs_et
15-pc 1/2" SHANK SET | WL-1505 s279 VALUE 3-pc CABINET DOOR SET |
0| Chaner OUR PRICE owty *1'79.set /2" GhankouterBite
B Cove=

1/2'R, 3/8'R, 1/4'R

+ Roundover= [H ﬂ

. gfgzm}l'n:sbigﬂéi}wﬂ * 2-pc. Roman Ogee Rail & Stile

8« Siraight Bifs= ' | * 2 3/4" Ogee Panel Raiser
141 10 i | s

' 3‘3%01\;5{:5 4R | 3 straight bits 1 vetail bits - WL-2019  $100.VALUE

$
Eie] 1, A Tim WL-2013 S1157aLve | .OURPRICE oMLY 765, sct |
~r e+ e B OUR PRICE 0Nty $59..set el
WL-2022 OUR PRICE Oﬂllfssg.set _6-PIECE BULLNOSE SET =T .

15-pc 1/4" SHANK SET
same as WL-2022 except 1/4" shank

WL-2021  OUR PRICE oNLY 59 .set
5-pc ROUNDNOS

1/4"R #3/8'R + 1/2'R+5/8"Ra3/4'R

L2013 $115.VALUE || OUR PRICE omv$59 set

(CORE BOX) SET OUR PRICE 0Nty 589 .set 9-pc CARBIDE TIPPED |
. ' : FORSTNER BIT SET
5-pc DO@IAK SET 9-pc MOULDING SET 3/8" Shank Far.Drill press

- 1493/l AS5/8L 8

1401/2"« 140 3/8"
wadmae || A FEEER |
1"De11/2D | , jw
' 1/2" ShenkRouter Bits 1/2" Shan!’( Router Bits e LY
WL-2012  8O.VALVE || WL-2017 ™ S30.VALUE SRS — | 018 89 WALE

OUR PRICE oMLy *59.sct || OUR PRICE oMy $19.5et ||  ouR PRICE omy $99.se: || OUR PRICE 0wty $39..set |

WOODLINE’s Quality Bits &
Cutters feature:

WOODLlNE AR'ZONA, |nc * Tough Micro-Grain Carbide

% » Euro Anti-Kickback Design
¢ P.O. Box 1530 - Payson, AZ 85547 o Super-slick Non-stick finish
Great Router Bits & Shaper Cutters! Super Low Prices

Best Selection...Best Price
« All Major Credit Cards Check our website for

catalog and see oUr 4 Qhinni new products:
areat selection of Bt Shipping $3.75. /$100+ $4.75 Order Toll Free R

(andces —c dosiems RSt 428004726950 il




(50
owels are fussy. Screws are ugly.
Dadoes take lots of setup.When you're
ready for a simpler way to join wood,
you’re ready for a plate joiner. Plate joinery
(also called biscuit joinery) is an amazingly quick
and simple way to make strong joints.

What is Plate Joinery?
Plate joinery is pretty simple. The joiner
cuts a semi-circular slot in each of the
mating workpieces. A thin, football-
shaped piece of wood (called a
biscuit) fits into this slot. The
biscuit is compressed when
it's made and when you glue
it into the slot, the moisture in
the glue makes the biscuit swell
and expand to a perfect fit inside
the slot.

Plate joinery is fast. Slash a couple
pencil lines on the mating parts, fire up
your plate joiner, and you'll be assem-
bling parts in no time. It’s also very for-

Makita 390! standard
plate joiner; $160.

giving. Parts can be tweaked and aligned
repeatedly during assembly to get edges
aligned perfectly.

Porter Cable 557 plate joiner; $200.

The Family
Plate joiners fall into two categories:
standard and mini.

Standard

Standard plate joiners make slots for
three biscuit sizes; #0, #10, and #20.
These machines work great for cases,
frames and other joinery that involves
pieces larger than 2-in. wide. There
are lots of joiners to choose from in
this category.

Mini
For joining narrower work, like pic-
ture frames, a mini plate joiner works

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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Plate Joiners

best. The biggest slot these little guys
make is only 1-in. wide, and the
smallest is 5/8 in. Only Ryobi and
Craftsman make mini biscuit joiners.
Two plate joiners, one from Lamello
and one from Porter-Cable, make slots
for all biscuit sizes. Theyre standard

plate joiners that can accommo-
date a smaller diameter blade
for smaller biscuit slots. See
Our Recommendations and
the chart (page 83) for
more details on
these joiners.

135-DEGREE
PLUNGE CUT

Ryobi DBJ50 mini-biscuit
joiner; $70.

INSIDE JOINT
ALIGNMENT

Fences that angle to 135 degrees make joining miters easier and allow the fence to register on the outside corners.This is
preferable because it makes the outside corners flush when they're joined.

Fence
The fence is the heart of a plate joiner,
and needs certain features to work well.

All joiners cut slots at 0 and 90
degrees. Most also allow cuts between 0
and 90, and some will cut at angles up
to 135 degrees (Photo 1). You use the
joiner at 135 degrees to register miters
(Photo 2). The more angles the fence is
capable of, the more versatile the joiner.
Adjustments to the fence should be
easy to make.

It’s critical that the fence remains
parallel to the biscuit slot cuts. The
fence should travel smoothly as you
change the fence position for different
thicknesses of wood.

Dust Collection

The bags on these machines are prone
to clogging. If you empty them often
enough, they’ll work okay, at least for
the chips. Dust collection is better if
you connect the joiner to your shop
vacuum.

Main Handle

To use the barrel-grip handle found on
plate joiners you must wrap your hand
around the motor housing. Big barrels
make this difficult for folks with small
hands. You need a firm grip on the tool
to get accurate, consistent slots.

Noise

All of these machines scream at a noise
level requiring hearing protection.
Spiral-bevel gears run quieter, but the
straight-bevel gears, which produce a
more pronounced grinding sound, are
stronger.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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Plate Joiners
Reviewed in AW #73, June 1999, page 70.

We tested standard-size joiners, considering
them the most generally useful for
most woodworkers,

Editors’ Choices
DeWalt 682; $160.

The fence is versatile and
easy to use and dust collec-
tion works well with P
the bag or a vacuum %2
attachment. The trig-
ger is very easy to
operate, and the
handle is one of the

most comfortable.
DeWalt 682; $160.

Porter-Cable 557;$210.
The engineers at
Porter-Cable did lots
of homework

board.

— Our Recommendations —

The fence is completely adjustable from 0 to 135 degrees,
has an excellent micro-adjust height setting and always
remains parallel to the cutter. Our testers found the trigger
and handle the most comtortable to operate. This joiner has
great versatility when it comes to plunge depths and it
comes with a second cutter for use with mini biscuits.

saoulof ajeid

Best Buy
Freud JS100; $100 and JS102; $125.
These well-built machines use the
same motor, gearbox, base and blade.
The only difference is in the fence
system. The JS100 uses a fixed-
angle fence, and cuts only at 0,
45,and 90 degrees. The JS102 | |
has an adjustable-angle
fence.

The large,
squared-off handle is
difficult to grab with small
hands and the power switch Freud JS100 (shown);
may feel awkward for right handed  $100 and JS102; $125.
people, but works well for lefties.

*§, D =Simplex, Duplex
**Ratings are on a scale from | to |0, with |0 being best.

STANDARD-SIZE PLATE JOINERS

**The gear type relates to motor noise: spiral gears
tend to have less clatter. (see NOISE, p.age 82) °
na = not applicable

Manufacturer/ Price Plunge Handle Dust Gear Main  Trigger* Fitand Fence** Rigidity**
Model # Size* Circumference Collection** Type Handle** Finish*

Craftsman 17501 $100  0,10,20 na 7 straight 8 9 5 4 ~ 4
Craftsman 27730  $170 0,10,20 8.5in. 7 na 10 10 9 9
DeWalt 682 $160 0,10,20 6.51n. 7 straight |0 10 9 9

Editors’ Choice

Freud JSI100A $100 0,1020,5,D 85in. 7 straight 6 6 8 7 8

Best Buy

Freud JS102 $125 0,10,20,5,D 85in. 7 straight 6 6 8 7 8

Best Buy

Jepson 7204 $140 0,10,20 8.0in. 8 spiral 8 8 7 6 8
Lamello C2 $330 0,10,20,5,D 8.0in. optional spiral 7 8 10 7 10
Lamello Top 20 $630 0,10,20S8.D 8.75in. optional straight 6 4 10 7 10
Makita 3901 $160  0,10,205,.D 80in. 7 spiral 5 8 7 8 8
Porter-Cable 556 $135 0,10,20 na none na 8 10 7 5 7
Porter-Cable 557 $210 0,10,20,5, 6.0 in. 9 spiral 10 10 9 10 10

Editors’ Choice D

Ryobi JMB0K $110  0,10,20 na na 10 10 7 6 6

Skil 1605 $120 0,10,20 8.125 in. straight 8 7 6 6 5 W

See pages |25 and |26 for a listing of manufacturer phone numbers and Web sites.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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1" COMPOUND
MITER SAW

ELECTRONIC SPEED&ONTI}O&. CIRCUITRY MAINTAINS CONSTANT RPM UNDER LOAD "’4 : “—_ﬂ_'_"""' \‘q_ﬂf\
ﬁowerful 15 AMP Héavy Torqup Motor; 3,200 RPM ﬁaln 3 /«:_‘ ,j
Soft Start for Controlled (uttigjg and Smooth Start-ups : )3_,? :
j : Efeclric Br.?ke Stops the Blade Quickly Allowing Fast Repetitive Cuts E;’po . m;s - ok
/ ' Quiet:__e_ﬁw in its Class at Onily 84 dB 1-3/4"x5-1/2"

“Incliides Carbide Tipped Blade, Dust Bag, Vertical Vise, and 2 Extension Holders

Adjustable pivoting flip fence for
supporting taller stock

machined positive stopsin 9
positions

NOISE LEVEL in dB

DeWalt DW7055 8948
RPM DROP UNDER LOAD
DeWalt DW7055 13%

For more info, call 1-800-4MAKITA
or visit www.makitatools.com

FINISH LIKE NO OTHER

AWA-0801-F MA-0628-01.M19



likes sanding.The

right sander, however,
can sure make an unpleasant

task go faster and easier.

The Family
There are three types of portable
sanders to choose from: random orbit,
belt and orbital.

Random-Orbit Sanders

Random-orbit sanders are good uni-
versal tools, and the best choice if you'e
only going to own one sander. They
remove material with a dual action: the
disc spins, and also moves in a circular
orbit. Fitted with coarse paper, they
remove material aggressively, and with
fine paper they prep your project for
finishing. Random-orbit sanders are

obody, but nobody,

Black and Decker RO 100
random-orbit sander; $40.

Makita BO5010; $75.

not as aggressive or as good at flat-
tening surfaces as belt sanders, but
they’re easier to control. And
although random-orbit sanders are
more expensive than orbital sanders,
they do work considerably faster.
Sandpaper discs are either pressure-
sensitive adhesive (PSA) or hook and
loop (H&L). PSA discs are less expen-
sive, but are for one-time use only. If
you peel them off, you probably won’t
be able to stick them back on. H&L
discs can be peeled off, set aside, and
reused. They're a very convenient way
to change sandpaper at the drop of a

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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Portable Sanders

Random-Orbit Sanders Features

hat, and the best choice for most non-  larger projects like table-
production shops. tops and case work. You
Dust collection is a must-have onany  have to hold onto them with
sander. Look for a sander with built-in  two hands.
dust collection, or a port that accepts a
shop vacuum. Pneumatic Power
Random-orbit sanders with built-in ~ Random-orbit
dust collection use sandpaper discswith ~ sanders are also
holes that the dust is drawn through.  available in air-powered
Not all sanders have the same hole pat-  (pneumatic) versions. These are
tern, so make sure you can readily buy  great sanders—powerful, fast-cutting,
paper that fits your sander. and capable of very smooth finishes.
Variable speed is not often needed, = However, these air guzzling machines
but when youre working in tight areas  are relatively expensive ($150 and up),
or on a delicate veneer, variable speed  and require at least a 50-gallon, 5-hp air
gives you more control. COMPIessor.

Metabo SXE450 pistol-grip
sander; $210.

Dynabrade 57135
pneumatic sander;
$183.

Handle Style
Palm-grip sanders can
be used with one
hand and are good {f§
for getting into tight &
spaces. They’re gener-
ally less expensive than
pistol-grip sanders. This
is a good style of handle
for most woodworkers.
Pistol-grip sanders are
larger than palm-grip
sanders, and are best for

Orbital Sanders

Orbital sanders, also called finishing
sanders, remove
wood the slow-
est. They can
be useful for
sanding rounded
edges, an operation
that random-orbit and belt

sanders will leave facets on.

Craftsman 11621
palm-grip sander;
$40.

The Hitachi SV12SF N
orbital sander; $80.

— Our Recommendations —

Random-Orbit Sanders Bosch 1295D; $73,
Reviewed in AW #75, October 1999, page 66. Our Palm grip, dual speeds,
choice for Best Overall sander was the compact, large dust collection can-
powerful Dynabrade 57135 (see photo above, right). ister, and a rubber-coated
All of these sanders are reasonably priced, so no grip make this sander user
Best Buy was chosen. friendly. It uses hook-and-

loop ia’ndmg discs. Bosch 1295DH: $73.

Editors’ Choices,
Paim-Grip f
Makita BO5010; $65.
A palm-grip sander that uses
hook-and-loop sanding
discs. The dust port can be
rotated to any position and it has
an easy-to-use power switch.

Makita BO5010; $65. Makita BO5021;$110.

Editors’ Choice,
Pistol-Grip

Makita BO5021; $110.

A pistol-grip sander with a
compact design. It’s easy to
handle and gives one of the
smoothest finishes.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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Natural de-icer
means you'll have to
shovel less this winter

All-natural grain juices dissolve away snow, prevent snow from
adhering for 10-14 days! Perfect for clearing driveways, walkways
and protecting plants.

easier when

by William Hazelgrove

nowy nights will never keep me
awake again! Now I sleep through

the storm like a
baby. Next morning
all the other guys on
the block are up
wrestling with shov-
els, ice choppers, bags
of salt—but my drive-
way and sidewalk are
easier to clear! I'm
dreaming? No sir, this
stuff is real. Put it on
the ground before a
storm and it reduces
the amount of snow
that accumulates.
Yeah, I didn’t believe
it either at first, but
Bare Ground works!

State highway
departments stay
up all night breaking
through drifts, plow-
ing, fighting haz-
ardous road ice. Bare
Ground Anti Snow/
De-Icer can help these
dedicated crews. It is a
liquid you spray or
stream on a road or
sidewalk. It not only
eats up snow and ice
but prevents future
deposits from sticking
for 10 to 14 days! It's
not expensive either,
because a little goes
a long, long way.

On March 6, 2001, Victoria from
New Jersey wrote:

‘ ‘ 1t really works. Applied
on Mom{a)/, it made it easier
to shovel the snow: However, on
Tuesay, it siowed, again and wy
drivewny (pavers), walkway, steps
and sidewalks were clear!! My
nelghbors were out :/Loue&'nj sHowr
again, but I didnt have to because

this rﬁgj‘dldzitr magio.’, 9

Resuits not typical

Bare Gound Solution...

= About as carrosive as distilled water
« Results in less equipment corrosion
* Doesn't eat up cement

One gallon equals 50 pounds of salt.
Already got snow or ice on your sidewalk

or driveway? No prob-
lem. Just spray on some
Bare Ground liquid.
Instead of staying on
top it sinks down to the
bare pavement and dis-
solves the bond of snow
or ice that holds it to the
surface. No long waiting
either—it starts working
in about 20 minutes.
Another reason the
dollar-conscious pros
use it: one gallon of
Bare Ground is the
equivalent of 50 Ibs.

of salts or pellets!

Safe for pets, kids,
shrubs and carpets.
Bare Ground is
environmentally safe,
bio-degradable and non-
toxic. Harmless to plants
and grass, Bare Ground
won't eat up the hall
carpet like salt. Unlike
other snow melters, you
can use Bare Ground on
any surface including
rubber, roof shingles,
slates, wood, brick or
new concrete. In fact,
Bare Ground is so safe,
you may even wish to
mix it with water and
apply to trees and
shrubs to prevent

Unlike rock salt or pellets that lie on the surface

i and melt from the top down,
Bare Ground sinks to the

surface level, melting as 4 @& ®

it goes down, and
spreads out breaking
the bond of the snow
or ice to the surface
for a quick, easy and
complete cleanup.

winter arrives!

Apply Bare Ground before a snow or ice storm,
Bare Ground will begin to work about 20 min-
utes after its application to existing snow or ice.

excessive ice bujldup. It was discovered
by two Hungarian distillery workers when
they noticed that plant runoff water going
into a local pond kept everything from
freezing—even in the dead of frigid
Hungarian winters. They isolated the key
ingredients—all natural by products and
patented the formula. And now you can
throw away your shovel and fire your
hernia doctor forever!

One gallon protects a 20* x 50’ driveway.
Think of it also as protection against a
strained back, even heart strain. If a storm
is due, pre-coat your driveway and side-
walk and let it snow. It not only reduces
the amount of snow which accumulates
but applies a non-stick coating that keeps
ice and falling snow from sticking. You

can also forget about tickets for
un-shoveled sidewalks.

Beat the snow. Stock up now on our
no-risk guarantee. Bare Ground comes

in neat, easy-to-stow plastic jugs. Mist or
apply with any garden-type sprayer—or
order a Bare Ground System that includes
a built-in sprayer. You've got one month
to try it out. If you are not completely satis-
fied, simply return it within 30 days for a
full “No Questions Asked” refund. Hey—
this winter while others are shoveling,
why not relax and watch the ball game!

Bare Ground Solution System with Sprayer
.............................. $39.95 + S&H
GallonRefill .................... $14.95 + S&H
Please mention product code 14188-21544.

For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a day

800-992-2966 e -

To order by mail with check or money order, or by credit card,
ask for the total amount including S&H. To charge if to your
credit card, enclose your account number and expiration date.
Virginia residents only—please include 4.5% sales tax.

LATEST...GREATEST...NEATEST...COOLEST
You can see hundreds of high-tech products at
www.technoscout.com

4 BECHNOSCOUT-

1998 Ruffin Mill Road
Colonial Heights, Va 23834




Portable Sanders

RANDOM-ORBIT SANDERS

*Scale of | to 10. 10 is best.

Manufacturer/ Price  Disc Orbit Dust Ergonomics* Construction  Type
Model # Type Size Collection Quality*

Black & Decker ROI100 $40 5" 8 hole, H&L 3/32 cloth bag 9 5 Palm Grip
Bosch 1295 $73 5" 8 hole, H&L 1/8 canister 9 7 Palm Grip
Editors’ Choice

Craftsman 11621 $40 5" 8 hole, PSA 3/32 cloth bag 8 6 Palm Grip
DeWalit 420 $80 5" no hole, H&L 3/16 none 8 6 Palm Grip
DeWalt 421 $70 5" 8 hole, H&L 316 cloth bag 8 6 Palm Grip
DeWalt 423 $85 5" 8 hole, H&L 3/16 cloth bag 8 6 Palm Grip
Jepson 5173 (6250) $75 5" 8 hole, H&L 3/32 cloth bag 8 6 Palm Grip
Makita BO5010 $65 5" 8 hole, H&L 3/32 cloth bag 9 8 Palm Grip
Editors’ Choice

Makita BO501 1 $80 5" 8 hole, PSA 3/32 cloth bag 9 8 Palm Grip
Milwaukee 6018 $80 5" 8 hole, PSA 3/32 cloth bag 8 6 Palm Grip
Milwaukee 6019 $80 5" 8 hole, H&L 3/32 cloth bag 8 6 Palm Grip
Porter-Cable 332 $65 5" no hole, PSA 3/32 none 9 8 Palm Grip
Porter-Cable 333 $70 5" 5 hole, H&L 3/32 canister 9 8 Palm Grip
Porter-Cable 333 VS $85 5" 5 hole, H&L 3/32 canister 9 8 Palm Grip
Porter-Cable 334 $70 5" 5 hole, H&L 3/32 canister 9 8 Palm Grip
Porter-Cable 335 $83 6" 6 hole, PSA/H&L  3/32 canister 9 8 Palm Grip
Ryobi RS240 $40 5" 8 hole PSA/H&L  3/32 cloth bag 9 5 Palm Grip
Bosch 3725 DVS $145 5" 8 hole, H&L 3/16 cloth bag 9 8 Pistol grip
Craftsman 27717 $60 5" 8 hole, PSA 5/32 box 7 4 Pistol grip
Festo ET2E Plus $270 6" 8 hole, H&L 1/8 paper bag 9 10 Pistol grip
Makita BO5021 $110 5" 8 hole, H&L 3/32 cloth bag 9 8 Pistol grip
Editors’ Choice

Metabo SXE 425 $145 5" 8 hole, H&L 3/16 paper bag 8 9 Pistol grip
Metabo SXE 425 XL $165 6" 6 hole, H&L 3/16 paper bag 8 9 Pistol grip
Metabo SXE 450 Duo  $210 6" 6 hole, H&L 3/16-3/32 paper bag 8 9 Pistol grip
Milwaukee 6020-20 $175 6" 8 hole, H&L 3/16 cloth bag 7 7 Pistol grip
ARO RS25A-YLY $310 5" no hole 3/32 optional 9 9 Pneumatic
Dynabrade 57135 $183 5" no hole, PSA 3/32 optional 10 10 Pneumatic
Editors’ Choice

Master Power 4400-5  $165 5" no hole, PSA 3/16 optional 10 9 Pneumatic
Master Power 4403-5 $165 5" no hole, PSA 3/32 optional 10 9 Pneumatic
Sioux 690 $160 5" no hole, PSA 3/32 optional 8 9 Pneumatic
Sioux 790 $160 5" no hole, PSA 3/32 optional 8 9 Pneumatic
Sioux 890 $150 5" no hole, PSA 3/32 optional 9 9 Pneumatic

Belt Sanders

See pages |25 and 126 for a listing of manufacturer phone numbers and Web sites.

Belt sanders, available in a variety of
sizes, use an abrasive belt to remove
wood. They're great for flattening
large surfaces, but can be tricky to han-

dle. One false move and you've taken off
too much wood or gouged your project.

Pick the Size that Fits
A smaller belt means a lighter machine
that’s easy to use on non-horizontal sur-

faces. Bigger belts require bigger motors,
which result in heavier machines. Theyre

Milwaukee 5936; $299.

the best choice for sanding horizontal
surfaces. Here are your choices:

3 in. x 18 in. These are lightweight
and easy-to-handle sanders. They’re
handy for scribing cabinets and coun-
tertops, but not well suited for general
horizontal work in a shop.

3in.x 21 in. These are good general-
purpose sanders. They’re fairly stable
without being heavy and bulky.

3 in. x 24 in. On these sanders, the
platen (the table that supports the belt),

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.

88 American Woodworker 2002 TOOL BUYER'S GUIDE



Belt Sanders

Sander motors come in two styles:
transverse and inline.

the motor and the weight are all heftier.
For lots of horizontal work, this size is
a good choice.
41in.x 24 in. These are the best of the
bunch for big horizontal surfaces, but
they’re significantly harder to handle.
Most woodworkers will be happy
witha3in.x21in.or3in.x 24 in. The
3 in. x 21 in. is the best all-around
choice.

Dust Collection
Belt sanders make lots of dust! Be sure
your sander has a dust bag, or better yet,

set aside the dust bag and hook the
sander directly to your shop vacuum.

Belt Sanders

stood out as an Editors’ Choice.

Best Buy
Hitachi SB75; $200.

highly versatile sander.

Reviewed in AW #79, April 2000, page 66. Twenty-six belt
sanders were tested.All performed very well, however none

DW&621;%$210, have a stand available.

Motor Style

A transverse motor, which is on top of
the sander, is the most common. These
sanders tend to be top heavy, but can
accommodate a bigger motor and
remove material faster.

Many woodworkers like transverse-
motor belt sanders for their greater
power.

An inline motor is parallel to the belt.
This shoe-box-shaped design is easier
to handle, but won't accommodate a
large motor. Because they have flat tops,
it’s easy to set inline sanders upside
down on your bench to work on small
parts. If you want a sander that’s easier

— Our Recommendations =

WE Ric g

X T
BEST BUY
&

Opyyoig

O,

This is an excellent 3 in. x 21 in. machine. It has the highest-
amp motor in the group, the dust bag works well, and it has
two speeds. Add the bench stand ($35), and you've got a

Features

Hitachi SB75; $200.

to handle for other than horizontal
sanding, try an inline.

Amps

Amperage is the best measure of how
aggressively a sander will remove wood.
More amps equals faster sanding.

Variable Speed

A useful feature if you sand veneered or
other delicate projects. You'll have
greater control of a sander that you can
slow down.

Weight

There’s a huge range on these tools.
Weight is advantageous on a belt sander,
because it’s designed for the weight of
the sander to do the work. However, if
you plan on using the sander for posi-
tions other than horizontal, like scribing
cabinets, weight is a hindrance.

Sanding Stand

This accessory is available for some
belt sanders. It makes it easier to hold
the machine upside down for sanding
small parts.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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Portable Sanders

BELT SANDERS

Manufacturer/ Price Belt Amps FPM (ft. per min.)/ Dust Bag Weight
Model # Size Belt Speed (Ibs.)
Bosch 1274DVS $170 3x2l 6.6 550-1,100 Y 7
Craftsman27725 $150 3x2l 6 775-1,150 Y 7
DeWalt DW43| $150 3x2l 52 475-1,100 Y 7
Hitachi SB 75 $200 3x2l 8.7 1,180/1,475 Y 10

Best Buy

Makita 9901 $170 3x2l 6.7 1,246 Y 6
Porter-Cable 352VS $185 3x2l 8 850-1,300 Y 10
Ryobi BE321 $129 3x 2l 6 755-1,148 Y 7
Bosch 1275 DVS $215 3x24 10.5 1,150-1,550 Y 12
Makita 9924 DB $165 3x24 7.8 1,300 Y 12
Makita 9921 $210 3x24 Il 500/1,640 Y 12
Porter-Cable 360VS $240 3x24 12 1,000-1,500 Y 15
Bosch 1276 DVS $225 4x24 10.5 1,150-1,550 Y 14
Craftsman| 1792 $120 4x2l 7.5 1,300 Y 9
Hitachi SB 10T $240 4x24 87 1,150/1,380 Y Il
Makita 9403 $220 4x24 I 500/1,640 Y 13
Milwaukee 5936 $310 4x24 10 1,400 Y 12
Porter-Cable 362VS $250 4x24 12 1,000-1,500 Y 14 M

See pages 125 and 126 for a listing of manufacturer phone numbers and Web sites.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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Save Up To 50% On Home Heating Cost
And never have to buy fuel —
wood, oil, gas, kerosene —ever again.

REPLACE OLD &
INEFFICIENT HEAT

Hydro-Sil is a unique room heating sys-
fem that can save you hundreds of
dollars in home heating costs.

It can replace or supplement your
electric heat, oil or gas furnace,
kerosene 'heaters and woodstoves.
Hydro-Sil is designed for whole house
or individual room comfort. Hydro-Sil
heating works like this: inside the heater
case is a sedled copper tube filled
with a harmless silicone fluid that will
never spill, leak, boll or freeze. It's per-
manent. You'll never run out. Running
through the liquid is a variable watt
hydroelectric element that is only
being supplied a proportional amount
of power on an as-needed basis.
When the thermaostat is turned on, the
silicone liquid is quickly heated, and
with its heat retention qualities, con-
finues to heat after the Hydro ele-
ment shuts off, saving you money. This
exclusive technology greatly increases
energy savings and comfort.

www.hydrosil.com

You Can Do Something About the High Cost of Winter Heating [NAY

Your benefits with Hydro-Sil
* Slash Heating Cost - Up to 50%
* Lifetime Warranty - no service calls
* Safe - complete peace of mind
+ Clean - no fumes - enviro safe
U.L Listed
Preassembled - ready to use
No furnaces - ducts - chimney

SEASONAL DISCOUNT AVAILABLE NOW
———

LIFETIME WARRANTY-U.L. LISTED

Whole House Heating or Single Room
Room by Room Control

* Portable (110V) or permanent (220V)

Save with Hydro-Sil: Many families are benefifting —
you can foo!

» Consumer Digest: Buying Guide rates Hydro-Sil
“Best Buy” for heoting — a product that offers out-
standing value for its price.

+ Grant M. (Accountant): "With no insulation or
storm windows, | saved 51% when changing from ol
to Hydro-Sil.”

« Wiliam €. (General Contractor); °| replaced
electric heat with Hydro-Sil. | am pleased to report
that your units have provided comfort, safety, and
considerable savings on electricity.”

* R. Hanson: *| cannot begin to tell you how
pleased | am with Hydro-Sil. First time in 25 years our

electric bill was reduced — Saved $635 — over 40%|”

Order by Phone or Mail, Credit Card or Check ¢ MasterCard-VISA

CREDIT ORDERS ACCT. #

1-800-627-9276 cxr.pait

PORTABLE 110 VOLT - PERMANENT 220 VOLT

ORDER TODAY AND SAVE « TWO MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM

PERMANENT ApProx. Area Discount )
220 Volt 0 Heat Price Quantity
8’ 2000 watts 250-300 sg. . $269

6" 1500 watts 180-250 59, ft. $239

5' 1250 watts 130-180 sq. ft. $229

4’1000 watts 100-130 5q. ft. $209
.3' 750 watts 75-100 5q. ft. $189

2 500 watts 50-75 5q. ft. 5169

Thermostats - CALL for options and exact heater

PORTABLES (110V) Thermostat Included

5" Hydro-Max 750 -1500 watts $§219
4’ Convector - Dual watt $179
3750 watts - Silicone 5179
$15.00 shipping per heater $
Total Amount $

PHONE_

ADDRESS

MAIL TO: HYDRO-SIL, PO BOX 662, FORT MILL, SC 29715
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INDUSTHIAL QUALITY
CUT-OFF & CROSSCUT ELADE
D-10 GRADE CARH|DE TiFS

10° x 60 TEETH
f

GBOS HI f bl @ -

/4610600 10 x 60T(ATB) $ 595
WOOD/LAMINATE PLYWOOD 4
H#610601 10 x 60T(TCG)

Py Nt 4.._,

Tool

INDUSTRIAL QUALITY
COMBINATION BLADE

10" x 50 TEETH

el JA

STRIAL QUALITY L - ,mrs:.::%‘:$4495
2 CROSSCUT BLADE - e

RADE CARBIDE TIPS j:l_ —— JJW
2" x 72TEETH 12" x 72T(TCG) #612721-30

30MM BORE W/2 PINHOLES mana To
FOR STRIEBIG VERTICAL )
; EANEL SAW . 010 onsDBEAnaEET e

10” x 8O TEETH

: } #610721

i $8995
DADO SPECIAL L :
Ultra Fine Dado Sets Shim Set
Always In Stock! Included
Tool No. Dia. Teeth Bore Special
656030 6 18 5/8 $129.95
658030 8 24 58 $149.95
658040 8 46 5/8 $189.95

CROsscyt WOOD
LAMINATES

INDUSTRIAL QUALITY
NCON FERRQUS
0-10 GRADE CARHIDE TIPS
10" x 40 TEETH

#510801
0 x 80T TOG)
AI.UMIHIJM!NON

NEAREST YOU caq.

Visit our web sife at WWW}?

Mentlon Promotion Code- #PR101




router is the unofficial

membership card of the fraternity of

woodworkers.When you get your first
router, the world of woodworking is your oyster.
A router canprofile edges, cut dadoes, even make
doors. Here’s what you need to know to make sure
you get the router that’s best for you.

L}

The Family
The router family tree has three
branches; mid-size, large and trim
routers.

Mid-Size Routers

Ranging from 1-1/2 to 2-1/4 hp, these
routers are manageable when hand-
held and also a good choice for router-
table use. Look for one that has both
1/4-in.and 1/2-in. collets so you can use
either size bit. These machines are avail-
able with either a plunge or fixed base.

-

L

Porter-Cable 690: $160.

Bosch 1617EVS; $209.

Big Boys

At about 3 hp, these wood-devouring
machines have power to spare and are
a great choice for a second router. Along
with more power comes more weight,
however. These tools do a greatjobina
router table. When equipped with vari-
able speed, they’re capable of handling

Fixed-base routers work great
in a router table.With a
removable base, you can leave
one base in the table and use
another for hand-held cuts.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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Milwaukee 5660 mid-size, fixed-base router; $240.

the largest router bits. However, they
can be beastly when used for hand-
held routing. Soft start helps. This fea-
ture allows the router to ramp up to
speed slowly, instead of instantly jerk-
ing to full power. These machines are
available with a fixed or plunge base.

Trim Routers

Trim routers are best used with small
diameter round-over, ogee, and straight
bits, and are limited to 1/4-in. shank
bits. The smallest in the family, these
routers are generally less than 1 hp.
The small motors make them light-
weight and easy to handle, but also
limit how heavy a cut they can make.
These routers have a fixed base.

Router Table Routers

Most router table work, with the excep-
tion of raising door panels with large-
diameter bits, can be done with a router
with 1-1/2 hp or so. In our tests, most
woodworkers preferred making bit
height adjustments on fixed-base

PHOTO COURTESY OF MANUFACTURER

Bosch 1619EVYS 3-hp router; $330.

routers rather than plunge routers,
when they’re in a table.

Base Styles

Fixed Base

On a fixed-base router, depth-of-cut is
set by releasing a lock, locating the
motor and bit at the correct position,
and locking the base in place. Many of

PHOTO COURTESY OF MANUFACTURER

Craftsman 27500 mid-size, fixed-base router; $130.

these routers are designed to allow the

motor to be removed from the base, °

making bit changing much easier.

Fixed-base routers are handy for
edge routing, template-guided routing
(like in a dovetail jig), and router table
use. Some are equipped with a D-han-
dle. The advantage to a D-handle is
that the power switch is on the handle,
instead of on the motor. You can hang
onto the router with both hands when
you turn it on and off.

Plunge Base

On a plunge-base router the motor
slides up and down on columns. A lever
locks the motor in the up or down posi-
tion, and a turret controls the depth-of-
cut. This allows you to start with the
router on your work, plunge into a cut,
then retract the cutter when you're
done. This feature makes plunge-base
routers best for operations where you
need a distinct starting and stopping
point, like dadoes and mortises. The
motors in most of these routers are not

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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A One Router Shop

If you want one do-just-
about-everything router, look
closely at the mid-size, fixed-
base machines. These are
excellent machines for gen-
eral use and the first-time
buyer. They're easy to man-
age hand held, and can do
g i = lots of work in a router
TURRET - I table. A fixed-base router
with a removable base
makes bit changing easy. As
your woodworking pro-
gresses, a 3-hp router for
your router table is a good
second router.

Routers

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MANUFACTURERS

Bosch 1618EVS D-handle, fixed-base router; $200. Hitachi M12V plunge-base router; $210.

removable, which can make bit chang-  table, look for one that has a micro-
ing more cumbersome. If youre going  adjust knob available. This makes it
to use a plunge-base router in arouter  much easier to change the bit height.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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A removable motor makes bit changes
easy.

Y5

Variable speed allows you to use large
bits (over [-3/8-in. diameter) safely.

Here are the most important features to
look for in a router:

Removable Base

It’s much easier to change bits on a
router if you can separate the motor
from the base, especially in a router
table. Very few plunge routers offer this.
Removable bases also allow you to pur-
chase a second base, and leave it hang-
ing in your router table, making switch-
ing from hand held to router table
setups a breeze.

Variable Speed

This is a huge asset, especially on the
bigger machines. When using large-
diameter router bits (over 1-3/8-in.
diameter), such as horizontal panel
raisers, lock miters, and even big round-
overs, you need to slow down the
router’s speed to safely run the bit. Vari-
able speed on your router will give you
much more versatility.

Some routers, like the DeWalt DW621;
$220, have built-in dust collection.

A large base opening allows you to use
larger bits.

Dust Control

Running a router is a messy business.
Being able to connect a vacuum hose
directly to the router helps.

If your router doesn’t have a built-in
dust connection, try the RVA1 Router
Vacuum attachment from Leigh Jigs,
(800) 663-8932. It fits most routers,
and can help clear the air for you.

[/2-in. Collet
On mid-size and larger routers, be sure to
get a router that accepts both 1/4-in.and
1/2-in.-shanked bits. Then, buy 1/2-in.-
shanked cutters whenever you can. The
larger shank diameter helps prevent the
bit from chattering under cutting pres-
sure, giving you a smoother finish.
Self-releasing collets make removing
bits easier, and are a great convenience.

Large Hole in Base
The diameter of bit that can run in a
router may be limited by the size of the

PHOTO COURTESY OF MANUFACTURER

One-half-in. collets allow you to use a
greater variety of router bits.

Easy-to-read depth-of-cut indicators
simplify setting bit depth.

hole in the router’s base plate. A base
opening smaller than 1-3/8 in. will
require making or buying a plate with
a bigger opening, even for common
bits, such as a 3/8-in. rabbet bit.

For routers hung in a router table, the
base plate is removed, so bit diameters
aren’t limited by it.

Easy-to-Read Depth-of-Cut
When changing the height of the cutter,
it’s great to know how much you've
changed it. Look for depth-of-cut indi-
cators that are easy to read.

Soft Start

Soft start allows a motor to ramp up to
speed slowly instead of jumping to full
speed as soon as you power up. For
hand-held operations of mid-size and
larger routers, this makes the tool lots
more pleasant to use.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.

American Woodworker 2002 TOOL BUYER'S GUIDE 95

SJ93N0Y



Routers

Mid-Size, Fixed-Base Routers
Reviewed in February 2001, #85, page 70.
Here are our picks for the best routers in the bunch.

Editors’ Choices

Bosch 1617EVS; $180.
This router epitomizes the new
breed of mid-size routers. It has
electronic variable speed, lots of
power, soft start, a large hole in

the base plate, comfortable han-
dles, and an easy-to-use lock for
the motor height. The magne- Bosch 1617EVS; $180.
sium housing makes this router

one of the lightest and easiest to handle in the bunch. The
well-engineered micro-adjust device for depth-of-cut
makes this router extremely good for router table use. All
in all, a great router.

Makita RF [101;$210.
Another mid-size router
with electronic variable speed, it also
has lots of power and the conve-
nience of a lever lock on the
motor. On the downside, it has a
small hole in the base (1-3/16
in.), so you'll need a subbase Makita RFI101;$210.
when using larger bits. It’s the low

noise level that we really love about this machine. You'll
still need hearing protection, but this tool is more pleas-
ant to listen to than other routers.

Best Buy
Porter-Cable 690; $150.
This machine is a traditional design that
I?!'HTBL:T has proven itself in use. It lacks variable
%OowQ?*‘?- ;peed, and hgs a small opening in the
ase (1-3/16 in.), but the price is good,
and there’s an optional plunge base
available ($89). We've used the
dust collection accessory, $45,
with great success in our own
shop.

The Porter-Cable 690; $150.

— Our Recommendations —

3-hp Routers

Reviewed in February 2000, #78, page 75.

Editors’ Choice

Router Table Use
Porter-Cable 7518 fixed-base
router; $300.

In a router table, it’s easier to adjust
the bit height on this router than
any other router tested. The large
opening in the base allows you to Porter-Cable 7518
run even the largest router bits. ¢ ..
The motor can be removed from $300.

the base so bit changes are easy.

The speed control gives actual rpm,
instead of numbers or letters like other
routers.

router;

General Use
DeWalt DW625 plunge
router; $260.

A tool with good balance and a |

great feel. This router felt less top- &I~
heavy when hand held. The
depth-of-cut gauge is easy to read
and use, and includes a magnifier
to make reading the scale even easier. The router’s base
limits you to bits 2-1/2-in.-diameter and smaller.

DeVWalt DW625 plunge
router; $260.

Porter-Cable 7539 plunge
router; $330.
This machine is similar to the
7518 but in a plunge base. It has
a trigger switch on the handle,
which we prefer to motor-
mounted switches. Like its fixed-
base cousin, the 7518, this
router can handle even the Porter-Cable 7539 plunge
biggest of router bits. The router; $330.
height lock lever is large and
easy to use.

Unfortunately, adding a micro-adjust knob to this
router means replacing the turret system, which is criti-
cal to plunging applications.

continued on page 98
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Routers

— Our Recommendations —

W)
Best Buy BEST BUY
3-hp Routers & Not Available at Testing
Bosch 1619EVS; $330.
Since we ran our test, Bosch intro-
duced a new router into this field;
the 1619EVS. It’s a 3-hp plunge
The Freud router comes with a router with all the benefits you need
micro-adjust knob, which is extra for hand held routing. When hung

on other routers. The height lockis = freyd FT200E plunge 1 @ router table you can disable the

General Use
Freud FT200E plunge router; $180.
Lots of features at a great price.

Bosch 1619EVS; $330.

a well-made, easy-to-reach lever. router; $180. plunge springs but still use the
The depth-of-cut gauge is easy to micro adjust, making adjustment easy. If it had been around
read and has a quick release. The turret works great. when we did the test, this machine would have done well.

3-HP ROUTERS

Manufacturer/ Price Standard Max. Bit Micro-Adjust Weight Switch Height
Model # Equipment Dia. (in.) Knob (Ibs.) Lock
Craftsman $250 Straight and curved 2-172 Yes : 13 Trigger Push to
27511 edge guides, collet unlock
wrench, | guide
bushing
DeWalt $260 | collet wrench, 2-112 No 14 On Push to
DW625 | turret wrench, motor lock
Editors’ Choice dust col. shield
Freud $180 | collet wrench, 2-3/8 Yes 12 On Push to
FT2000EP | turret wrench, motor lock
Best Buy dust col. shield
Hitachi $210 Dust vac. pick up, 2-3/8 Yes 13 On Push to
Mizv collet wrench, |/2-in. motor lock
straight bit, guide
bushing adapter,

| guide bushing
straight guide

Makita $250 Spindle lock, 2-3/8 Yes 14 On Pﬁsh to
3612C collet and turret motor lock

] ‘wrenches
Porter-Cable $300 2 collet 4 N/A 14 On N/A
7518 wrenches motor

Editors’ Choice

Porter-Cable $330 2 collet 3-3/8 No 19 Trigger Push to
7539 wrenches unlock
Editors’ Choice

See pages |25 and |26 for a listing of manufacturer phone number and Web sites.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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MID-SIZE FIXED-BASE ROUTERS

Manufacturer/ Price Amps Manuf. RPM  Removable Will Motor Collets Self- Quality  Opening Weight g
Model # Stated Base? Fall From  (in.) Releasing of in (Ibs.)
HP Base When Collet? Micro Subbase :
Loose? Adjust  (in.) o
Bosch $160 I 1-3/4 25000 Y N 114,112,318 Y Excellent  2,1-3/4 85 Q
16178 and 8 mm with bushing =
available retainer @
Bosch $180 12 2 8,000t Y N 1/4,1/2,3/8 Y Excellent  2,1-3/4 8
161TEVS 25,000 and 8 mm with bushing
Editors’ Choice available retainer
Bosch $200 12 2 8,000t0 Y N 1/4,1/2,3/8 Y Excellent 2, 1-3/4 9.5
I61BEVS 25,000 and 8 mm with bushing
available retainer
Craftsman $70 8 ) l-1/2 25000 N N I/4integral N Good 1-172 8
1750 to shaft
Craftsman $80 8.5 2 15,000 toY N 1/4integral N Good 1-172 85
17505 25,000 to shaft
Craftsman $100 9 2 15000t0 Y N [/4integral N Good 1-172 9
17506 25,000 to shaft
Craftsman $130 9 2 25,000 N N 114,112 N Good 3 10
27500
DeWalt $150 9 1-1/2 25,000 Y Y 1/4,112 N Fair 1-3/16 8
DW&610
Makita $200 I 2-1/4 24,000 Y N 114,112 Y Good 1-3/16 9
RD 1100
Makita $190 I 2-1/4 24000 Y N 1/4, 172 Y Good 1-3/16 85
RF 1100
Makita $220 I 2-1/4 8,000to Y N 1/4, 112 Y Good 1-3/16 9
RD 1101 24000 canbe
unplugged
from handle
Makita $210 I 2-if4 8000to Y N 1/4,1/2 Y Good 1-3/16 85
RF 1101 24,000
Editors’ Choice )
Makita $220 85 1-3/8 23,000 Y, but Y 1/4, 112 N Good I-172 9
3601B tethered by 1/4is a
cord to handle 1/2 to 1/4 reducer
Milwaukee $240 10 1-1/2 24500 Y N 1/4, 112 Y Good 1-1/4 9
5660 if stop screw if stop screw  same nut
is removed s in place with different
collet
Milwaukee $250 12 2 26,600 Y N /4,112 Y Good 1-1/4 9.5
5680 if stop screw if stop screw  same nut with
is removed s in place different collet
Porter-Cable $150 10 1-172 23,000 Y N 14,112 Y Good 1-3/16 9
690 3/8 available
Best Buy
Porter-Cable $170 i0 [-1/2 23,000 Y N 114, 1/2 Y Good 1-3/16 9.5
691 3/8 available MW

* All routers require hearing protection.

See pages 125 and |26 for a listing of manufacturer phone numbers and Web sites.
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The Family
There are two types of scrollsaws;
C-arm and parallel-arm.

C-Arm

C-arm scrollsaws pivot on a single
point, causing the blade to rock back
and forth as it moves up and down.
This oscillating action makes the saw
cut faster, but results in slightly rougher
cuts. The oscillating action also makes
it difficult to produce a perfect inside
corner, especially in thicker stock.

Parallel-Arm

These machines move the blade straight
up and down, resulting in smoother
cuts and near-perfect inside corners.
Most scrollers prefer this type of saw.

Delta 40-570; $210.

BLADE

TENSIONER ‘1
UPPER ARM

QUICK-RELEASE
TOOL-FREE ot
BLADE HOLDER =\

HOLD-DOWN

TABLETILT
MECHANISM

BELLOWS FOR
DUST BLOWER

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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Tool-free blade changes make
scrollsawing easy.

VARIABLE-SPEED
f CONTROL
P ON/OFF SWITCH
QUICK-RELEASE

AND BLADE-
TENSION LEVER

On/Off and speed controls should be
easy to reach.

Easy Blade Changes

When you use a scrollsaw you change
lots of blades. They break occasionally,
and internal cuts require threading one
end of the blade through a hole, and
putting the blade back in the saw. Fum-
bling around with a blade, a blade
holder, and the manufacturer-supplied
blade wrench is more than meaty hands
can handle. Instead, always look for
tool-free blade clamps.

Internal cuts on complicated fret-
work require threading the blade
through the wood while it is still
clamped underneath the table. Look
for a slot in the table so the blade can be
tipped forward, threaded through the
work, and clamped back into the upper
holder.

Quick-Release Blade Tensioner
A quick-release blade tensioner allows
you to set and release blade tension

Features

BLADE TENSION
KNOB AND QUICK-
RELEASE LEVER

TENSION

RELEASE

BLADE
CLAMP

Quick-release blade tensioners simplify
blade changes even further.

Adjustable dust blowers help keep your
work area clear.

with little or no manipulation of the
tension knob. This is a godsend when
youre doing frequent blade changes.
Saws without this feature require crank-
ing a knob to loosen and tighten the
blade with each blade change—a huge
hassle.

Low Vibration

Vibration in any tool is annoying, but
especially when you're trying to follow
a precise line. A short arm that pivots
close to the front of the saw signifi-
cantly reduces vibration. Heavy, cast-
iron tables further suppress it.

Easy-to-Reach Controls

A scrollsaw is most commonly used sit-
ting down. Having to reach to the back of
the saw to tension the blade is especially
difficult from a seated position. Look for
all of the controls, including power and
speed, to be on the front of the saw.

SHORT
PIVOT ARM CALM

WATERS

Low vibration makes the saw much
more pleasant to use.

POSITIVE

Tables should tilt 45 degrees in one direc-
tion and at least 15 degrees in the other.

Electronic Variable Speed

Speed can be changed one of two ways;
by changing a pulley on a belt, or by
dialing in the correct speed electroni-
cally. Electronic control is the hands-
down winner.

You'll like the higher speed when
cutting materials like 3/4-in. hardwood.
Slower is better when cutting thin or
non-wood materials.

Dust Collection

It’s not easy to collect dust from a scroll-
saw. Some saws have little trays to collect
dust, but dust ports below the table work
best. Even with dust collection and blow-
ers, plenty of dust collects on the work-
piece, so don’t put away your dust mask.

Adjustable Dust Blowers

Scrollsaws come with dust blowers to
make it easier to follow a line. They are
either in a fixed position or adjustable.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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Scrolisaws

Look for an adjustable blower because
it can be set in the best position to max-
imize dust removal.

Tilting Tables

Look for tables with a positive stop at 90
degrees, so you don’t have to manually
square the table each time you move it.
A table that tilts 45 degrees in one direc-

Scrollsaws

Editors’ Choice

features that |
make it user-

Reviewed in AW #87, June 2001, page 66.
There are some great scrollsaws in the $1,000 range,but blower to round out the package.
if you're looking for an entry-level tool, you'll want to
check out our test of saws that cost less than $500.

DeWalt DVW788; $400.

tion and at least 15 degrees in the other
allows you to cut dovetails.

Table Size
Bigger is better, providing more support
for your work.

Weight

A heavy machine vibrates less, but is

— Our Recommmendations —

Delta 40-570; $230.

DeWalt DW788; $400. A well-designed, user- ol @g?
This tool was our oo friendly machine that i e
hands-down ’ offers unique, tool- ‘t

. A . - B
favorite. It has free, quick-release Sty sl

friendly for the controls (with the

amateur but exception of on/off

sophisticated and speed controls). Dieka 40-570; $230.

enough to sat- It features a slotted table insert that simplifies blade
isfy the demands of an changes and threading, a dust collection shroud, adjustable

degree stop. Add electronic variable speed and an adjustable

Its only drawbacks are the lack of dust collection, and its
weight. At 61 Ibs., it’s a bit heavy for portability.

Best Buy over $200

blade holders and
up front and on top

obviously harder to move around.

Throat Depth

Throat depth is the distance from the
blade to the rear of the saw. It dictates
the size of the biggest piece you could
swing through a full 360-degree circle
on the saw. A deeper throat accommo-
dates larger workpieces.

advanced scroller. It blower and electronic variable speed.

offers the lowest vibration of all the saws we tested and an On the downside, the table only tilts one way and it
upper arm that lifts up to clear the way when threading would be better if the on/off and speed controls were on top.
blades for pierced work. The controls are up front and on  The “sweet spot” on the blade holders can be a little hard to
top. It features a simple quick-release, tool-free blade change  find with small blades, and the machine is a little heavy for
system, plus a large table that tilts left and right with a 90- portability.

SCROLLSAWS Tool-Free  Quick- _ Blower Pos.Stop  Approx.

Plain-End Release  All Controls Electronic Type Dust  Slotted for90°  Table Thickness Throat
Manufacturer/ Price Blade Blade Blade up Front Variable A=Adjust. Col- Table Table Table Areain Weight Capacity Capacity
Model # Type Clamps  Tensioner andonTop  Speed  F=Fixed lection Insert Tilts Setting  Sq.in.  (lbs) (in.) (in)
Central $80 Plain& - N N N Y F N Y L45 N 101 27 2 16
Machinery Pin-End
Craftsman $170  Plain & Y Y N Y F Y Y LI2IR50 Y 178 31 2 16
21636 Pin-End -
Delta 40-530  $120 Plain-End N Y N N F N Y L45 N Il 40 2 16
Delta 40-540  $130  Plain-End N Y N Y F N Y L45 Y 11 50 1-3M4 16
Delta 40-570  $230 Plain-End Y Y N Y A Y Y L45 Y 148 65 2 16
Best Buy

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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Tool-Free  Quick- Blower Pos.Stop  Approx.

Plain-End  Release  All Controls Electronic Type Dust  Slotted for90°  Table Thickness Throat 7]
Manufacturer/ Price Blade Blade Blade up Front Variable ~A=Adjust. Col- Table Table Table Areain Weight Capacity Capacity (g
Model # Type Clamps  Tensioner andonTop  Speed  F=Fixed lection Insert Tilts Setting  Sq.in. (Ibs) (in.) (in.) L ]
Delta 40-650  $370 Plain-End Y Y Y Y A N Y LI5/R45 Y 207 73 2-3/8 8 g
DeWalt $400 Plain-End Y Y Y Y A N N L47/R47 Y 247 6l 2 20 e
Editors’ Choice 8
Dremel $210 Plain & Y Y N Y A Y N L45/R45 Y 141 39 2 16
1680 Pin-End i
Grizzly $170 Pin-End N N N Y F N NL45/R5 N 103 37 -2 16 @
G1257
Makita $180 Plain & N Y N Y F Y N L45/RI5 N 131 32 2-1/4 16
Sj401 Pin-End
Pro-Tech $119  Plain & N Y N Y F Y N LSO /RIS N 131 31 2-1/4 16
3303 Pin-End <
PSWood 14" $460 Plain-End N Y N N(1) F N  NL45/R35 N 114 28 2-1/4  13-3/4
Ryobi $100 Plain & N Y N Y F Y N L45/RI5 Y 97 26 1-3/4 16-1/4
SCl62vs Pin-end
Tradesman $120 Plain & N Y N N A N N L47 Y 105 50 1-3/4 16
8354SL Pin-end
Tradesman $120  Plain & N Y N Y A Y N L47 Y 105 45 2 16
8366SL Pin-End N

See pages 125 and |26 for a listing of manufacturer phone numbers and Web sites,
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JDS AIR-TECH 2000™
Model 750, Still the Best!

* Variable Speed Control for * 1/4 H.P. Motor for heavy
unlimited air flow settings duty performance

* Highest Maxinnnn air flow in * Antimicrobial 1 Micron
its class - 1,050 CFM Internal bag filter

* Convenient On/Off pull chain * UL Listed

The National [nstitute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH)
recommends limiting wood dust exposures. The DS Air-Tech 2000 will
dramatically improve the quality of the air you breathe. Our new model 750
variable speed allows you to dial in your desired air flow, from a whisper quiet
200 cfm to an ultra performance 750 cfm. This will clean the

air in a 30'x30'x8' shop every ten minutes. For larger areas our $2 5900
models 8-12, 10-16 and 2400 are available. The DS systems ¢
will remove 99% of particles as small as five microns and Model 750
80% of particles as small as one micron. For the removal of

_ odors, fumes and smoke, our optional charcoal filter is
- available. To place an order or

,_,,w for the dealer nearest Another quality product from

you call us toll-free. 1-800-382-2637 wﬂ W

Manufactured inthe U.S.A. www.thejdscompany.com
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Space program research creates
“smart bed” sleep surface

Revolutionary heat-sensitive material originally developed for the space
program turns any mattress into a comfortable customized sleep surface.

Turn your mattress
into an ideal sleep
surface

* Thermo-sensitive
visco-elastic foam

e Contours to user’s body
* Hypoallergenic

* Space age foam memo-
rizes your body’s shape
for a better night’s sleep

* Promotes proper spine
alignment

* Helps relieve back pain,
insomnia...even arthritis

assume that you are getting the proper

amount of rest. Tossing and turning in bed
can diminish the value of your sleep. What's more,
most mattresses fail to support your spine properly,
which can result in increased pressure on certain
parts of your body. Now, one of the world’s leading
manufacturers of foam products has developed a
revolutionary new material that can actually
change the way you sleep. The material is visco-
elastic foam, and it is the key to the Memory
Foam Mattress Topper.
Space age sleep technology. Originally
developed by the Space program researchers
to increase the comfort of astronauts during
flight, visco-elastic foam represents a quantum
leap in bedding technology. The open-celled

' ust because you are asleep, you shouldn't

construction
Does your mattress | of Memory
have “bodv memorv?” Foam creates
Yy Py a mattress

with a memo-
ry. It automat-
ically senses
your body
weijght and
temperature,
and then it
responds by
molding to
your body’s
exact shape
and position.

construction of Structure™
foam enables it to automati-
cally sense your weight and
temperature, and responds by

molding to your body’s exact | This distrib-
shape and position. This utes your
means that whether you weight and
sleep on your back, stomach reduces stress
or side, your weight is evenly on yo,ur
distributed and your spine body’s pres-
sure points:

remains in a neutral position.

the shoulders,

hips and legs. This can revitalize your old
mattress and make sleeping comfortable
again. Now, thanks to improved manufactur-
ing techniques, this revolutionary material is
more affordable than ever.

Affordable and comfortable. You can

spend thousands of dollars on a new mattress,
but why do it? The Memory Foam Mattress
Topper can turn your existing mattress into an
ideal sleep surface. The visco-elastic foam is

2 inches thick, which is the ideal thickness for
providing comfort and retaining shape over
time. When you lie down on this amazing
material, the heat and pressure sensitive foam
reacts to your body’s weight and temperature,
so that it molds to your exact body shape. This
means that whether you sleep on your back,
stomach or side, your weight is evenly distrib-
uted and your spine remains in a neutral posi-
tion. Other surfaces support your body at the
shoulders, hips and legs only. This causes your
spine to sag in other areas, which can often
result in discomfort, and even back pain. This
product not only helps you avoid back pain, it
can help reduce tossing and turning. By mold-
ing to your body’s shape, the Memory Foam
Mattress Topper can help you sleep more
soundly and restfully. You'll wake up rested,
relaxed and ready to take on the day. Anyone
who suffers from insomnia, back pain...even
arthritis...can benefit from
this new technology.
Special offer from
TechnoScout.

Thanks to our special rela- [
tionship with the manufac- |
turer of this product, we
can offer it to you at a spe-
cial price...with a bonus. Order :
now and you'll receive a fitted mattress pad
for free! It's heavyweight and quilted, and

7 saw this /mdadi/oa«mafa’
zine ad and decided to  glve it
a shot. It is terrific and has
M&why&;%rmt}otﬁ&
71{4/4'9/ :fny “tleep time.” 7
: compared it to other visco-elas-
;. te products costing more than
i 70 tumes as Wﬂﬂdﬁm
pour, product to be a superior
value M/:@'@ﬁd:ﬂlfo ésxg‘i’t—
Mﬁomtﬁ&k/rom ”
—Chris M., California
Results not typical

made of 200-count 100% cotton with a 15-inch
deep fitted spandex skirt to fit a mattress up to
21" thick...a $69.95 value!

I's risk-free. If you have trouble getting
comfortable at night, just imagine how astro-
nauts feel. The same padded surface designed
to absorb tremendous forces has been incorpo-
rated into this amazing sleep surface. This
Mattress Topper can change the way you
sleep. It comes with a five-year manufacturer’s
limited warranty and TechnoScout’s exclusive
risk-free trial. If you are not satisfied for any
reason, simply refurn it within 30 days for a
complete “No Questions Asked” refund.

D Yes, | want to take advgntage of the
latest bedding technology!

Memory Foam Mattress Topper:

Sizes Twin through California King

starting at 3 credit card payments
................. $49.95 each + S&H
FREE fitted mattress pad—a $69.95 value

Please mention product code 17631-21545.

For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a day

800-992-2966

*For mail-in orders, please call for individual cost of
the various sizes along with shipping and handling.
To charge it to your credit card, enclose your account

e number and expiration date.

Virginia residents only—please include 4.5% sales tax.

LATEST...GREATEST...NEATEST...COOLEST
You can see hundreds of high-tech products at
www.technoscout.com

ﬁmnnuScnuro

1998 Ruffin Mill Road
Colonial Heights, Va 23834



to worl‘(rwood?
There s No" better
first power tool. than\a,

tablesaw.You’Ii find one‘a»t th

of just about every serious

quhorse__s for rlppmg, crosscuttlng-

making precision joints.

The Family
Most tablesaws fall into one of three
categories: contractor’s saws, cabinet
saws and benchtops.

Contractor’s Saws
Contractors have used these portable
machines on job sites for years; hence
the name. You can identity these saws by
their open base (see photo at right).

A contractor’s saw will serve most
woodworkers very well. With 1-1/2- to
2-hp motors, they’ve got plenty of
power. They’re available with fences
with up to 52 in. of rip capacity, so they
can easily handle plywood. Most of
these saws run on 110 or 220 volts.

If you put a mobile base under these

PHOTO COURTESY OF MANUFACTURER

Ridgid TS2424 contractor’s saw; $650.

saws, you can easily push them off to the
side when not in use—a great benefit in
any small shop.

On the negative side, the open bases
on these saws make dust collection dif-
ficult. The motor also projects out the
back, so you can’t roll the saws tight
against a wall.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.

American Woodworker 2002T0OL BUYER’'S GUIDE 105

EDITOR: GEORGE VONDRISKA o ART DIRECTION: BARBARA PEDERSON ¢ PHOTOGRAPHY: BILL



Tablesaws

Cabinet Saws

These machines rest on an enclosed
base, or cabinet; hence the
name. Dust collection is much
better on these machines because
all the workings are confined in a
cabinet. Theyre heavy machines,
400 to 500 lbs., so they’re more diffi-
cult to move than a contractor’s saw,

The table size and rip fence capac-
ity of cabinet saws is about the same as
for contractor’s saws. You'll need a
dedicated 220-volt circuit to drive the
3- or 5-hp motor that is standard in
these tools.

You'll also need two to three times
more cash than you would for a con-
tractor’s saw. Pros who use their tablesaw
every day often choose these rugged
machines.

Benchtop Saws

These small and portable saws generally
have a fence capacity limited to 24 in.
The tables are smaller than those on
contractor’s or cabinet saws, so

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MANUFACTURERS

Skil 3400 benchtop saw; $360.

handling large material, like plywood, is
difficult. These saws are best suited to
jobsite work or small projects in small
shops.

Bridgewood BW-10CS; $995.

Contractor/Cabinet Hybrids
Two newer saws, DeWalt’s
DW746 ($900) and Jet's =
JWCS-10A ( $1,000) blur the
line between cabinet and contractor
saws.

Both the DeWalt and Jet machines
have contractor’s saw features, like 120-
volt motors and mobility, with cabinet
saw features, like enclosed cabinets and
improved dust collection.

Containing the 1-3/4-hp motor
inside the saw cabinet makes for a com-
pact tool that’s easy to roll against a
wall when your work is done. Dust col-
lection on the DeWalt saw is especially
good due to a shroud that surrounds
the blade. On close inspection, you'll
also find the tables and inner workings
more like a contractor’s saw than a cab-
inet saw.

This is a cool new category of table-
saws for those who want more than a
contractor’s saw, but aren’t ready to pop
the cash for a cabinet saw.

Jet JWCS-10A cabinet saw; $1,000.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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T-square fences lock rigidly at the front
of the saw.

Direct-read cursors almost eliminate
measuring on the tablesaw.

Magnetic switches
are the best choice
for tablesaws.

Fence

A good fence can do wonders for a
tablesaw. Look for a T-square style
fence, like the Biesemeyer (Photo 1). It
rigidly locks at the front of the saw,
eliminating the wiggle-lock-wiggle-
lock two-step other fences require.
Once you calibrate the direct-read cur-
sors, setting the fence position is a
breeze—just like reading a tape mea-
sure (Photo 2).

Table

Look for as much cast iron as you can
find. It’s best if, in addition to the main
table, the wings are also cast iron. This
gives you a flatter, heavier, easier-to-use,
table than a stamped-metal or webbed
table (Photo 4). Webbed tables are noto-
rious for giving you a pinched finger when
yousslide the rip fence back and forth.

Solid, cast-iron tables are preferable to webbed or
stamped tables. They're flat, with no holes to catch your
fingers in.

Switch

Tablesaw switches, especially the off
button, should be immediately accessi-
ble so it’s easy to turn off in an emer-
gency. The best is a magnetic switch
that shuts down the machine if your
power goes off from a storm or tripped
circuit breaker. You'll have to manually
turn the saw back on for it to run, which
is much safer that having it start back
up on its own.

Motor

Buy a saw with at least a 1-1/2-hp motor
and you'll have enough power for just
about any woodworking projects.

Our Recommendations
The features listed above will help you
shop for a saw. Look for a complete test
of tablesaws in a future issue of AW.

continued on page 108

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete
list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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Buy Wood Online!

stlunts woad praducts

800.964.7804

hardwoodweb.com

Through original, innovative design,
the award winning ProTop router
table line continues to fulfill the
needs of all woodworkers - from
novice to professional. With five
models to choose from and a full line
of quality accessories, Bench Dog
has what you need. Tested. Trusted.
Made in U.S.A.

benchdog.com




Tablesaws

continued from page 107

Aftermarket Miter Gauges
Reviewed in AW #81, August 2000, page 81.

If you hope to use your tablesaw for precise crosscutting,
check out an aftermarket miter gauge. These acces-
sories are pricey, but only about half the cost of a com-
pound miter saw. Aftermarket miter gauges are best for
crosscutting material up to 4-ft. long.

Editors’ Choices
Incra

The Miter Gauge; $185.
With its very easy-to-adjust bar, you'll get
a great fit in the miter gauge slot of any
saw. With positive stops every 1/2 degree,
there’s virtually no angle to which you can’t
readily set the miter gauge. It has a great
direct-read ruler, but the stop block, used

The Miter Gauge; $185. .

MITER GAUGES

for repeated same-length cuts, must be completely removed
when you're not using it, instead of just flipped up out of
the way.

After our test, Incra came out with the Incra Miter
1000. Although it’s smaller, it shares many features with its
big brother, and at $100, is an excellent value.

Woodhaven

Deluxe Miter Gauge; $178.
The bar can be adjusted to
any miter gauge slot, butitsa \\J
little more tricky than the Incra. X
We loved the flip stop, and the large
number of positive stops makes it easy
to set the miter gauge to almost any
angle.

The prices ofth.e Miter pracision Miter Gauge; $178.
gauges in our

5. ¢._ﬂ‘""’fest were all so close we didn’t pick any Best Buys.

Manufacturer/ Price Fence Bar Comments
Model #
Accu-Miter $180 18" long (extends to 34"). 20" with T-slot washer. File or Built-in stop system for cutting up
peen to fit your slot. to 34" Hold-down clamp available for
$38. More difficult to mount wooden
sub fence. Ruler only works to left
of saw blade. Harder to adjust fit
of bar.
Incra $185 27" long. Uses an Incra rack to 21" with T-slot washer. Expand Very easy to adjust bar. 1/2-
The Miter Gauge allow 1/32" adjustments. Micro 6 nylon washers to fit slot. degree positive stops~Great
Editors’ Choice adjust to dial in between. direct-read ruler. Stop block
Attach wooden sub fence instead of flip block necessitates
with T-slots. removing stop when not needed.
Osborne $160 26" long. Abrasive strip on one 21" with T-slot washer. Light weight and easy to handle.
Miter Gauge side to prevent wood creep Two expansion slots adjust to Difficult to calibrate ruler to
EB2 during cutting. fit slot. blade. Easy to adjust fit of bar.
Vega PMG 24 $147 24" long (extends to 42"). | 7" with T-slot washer for both Longest fence. Hard to adjust fit
No direct-read ruler past ends. Adjust bar using set screws of bar. No T-slot washer.
24", Includes hold-down and 4 plugs.
clamp.
Woodhaven $178 24" long. Attach wooden 17" with T-slot washer for both Lots of positive stops. Good flip
Deluxe Miter sub fence using T-slots. Flip ends. Adjust bar using set screws stop. Bar must be out of table to
Gauge stop locks so it won’t and 4 plugs. adjust fit. Shortest bar.

Editors’ Choice climb miters.

M

See pages |25 and |26 for a listing of manufacturer phone numbers and Web sites.

Visit www.americanwoodworker.com for a complete list of manufacturers, models and costs.
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EXTRA LONG
LANDSCAPE
SCREWS

Easier and FASTER
than Spikes, and they
Hold Better Too!

If you are using spikes or rods to hold
landscape timbers in place, your arms
are in for a treat! Instead of pounding all
day, just use a heavy duty electric drill to
drive these Square Drive Landscape
screws into most timbers without-even
drilling a pilot hole!

The square recess virtually eliminates
driver bit slippage common to other
drive styles, and a tough epoxy coating
provides exceptional corrosion resis-

L fance.

Available from stock in 67, 8”, 10", and
12” lengths!

Call or Write for FREE Catalog!

)
QMCFEELY’S
SQUARE DRIVE SCREWS
PO Box 11169 * Dept AWW
Lynchburg * VA 24506-1169

Toll Free:

1-800-443-7937

Clear Up To $2,000 per Weekend

with COUNTRY CRAFTS

Build small wood furniture at home. Start out in your spare
time & expand business at your own pace.
Example: Deacons Bench
Selling Price $39.95 Material Cost $8.00
Time required to make: 30 Minutes

CALL: 800-382-3180 ext 7115 for free info pack
SELF-ADHESIVE

7o woor I ELT

TAPES « STRIPS « DOTS
[1-800-796-2333| gromm cnetni ol sk
ALDANN

HITE. AND SILVER GRAY
PRODUCTS DIV

9611 S. COTTAGE GROVE AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60628
773-735-2344 » FAX 773-735-2390

ok e ke 3k ok e ke Aok ok e oA AR Rk kA Rk
CLEAR up to $300/DAY!

building wood bunk beds at home.

| Start out in spare time & expand the *

- business at your own pace.

Earn $185 on a $269 sale, $411 on a $611 sale.

* (all (800) 382-3180 ext. 1572 for free info pack.
& Bunk Bed Speciaities, PO Box 2000 Dept 1572 Avon, MN 56310-2000 2
e sk e A e e ok ke ek ke Ak sk ok otk ke ke sk ok ke ke okok ook

Bunk Beds

242 2% %

*
*
*
*

222 2 X%

Atin: Table and Radial arm saw owners
Is your fence always needing adjustment and are you
tired of inaccurate saw cults? If so, what you need is the
PARAGAUGE ® saw alig y . For compl

product details, visit our very informative web site or, if
you don't have internet access, call for a free brochure.

www. PARAGAUGE .com

Accusef Tool Co. 1oy, vi 1-800-343-6129

- WOODWORKER’S
. MARKETPLACE

Look for the Reader Service Numbers on page 97

FREE TOOL CATALOG

Helping You Become a Better Woodworker

ighian araware

Our giant tool catalog gives more than
just manufacturer's specs.

We provide detailed tool descriptions,
rhd useful techniques, as well as a
schedule of educational seminars.

Visit us on the Internet at
hitp:/fwww.highland-hardware.com
Call TOLL-FREE for FREE catalog

888-500-4466
e )

For the W/ooa’wor/emg Enthusum"
Irish Mail Hand Car,
Sleigh, Benches

and More. ‘ ‘; 3
1-888-946-7819

www.woodkitsandplans.com

Bartley

Kit Furniture In Shaker,
Queen Anng, Chippendale
& Mission Styles.
Save hundreds $$$
by creating your
own masterpiece.

Catalog at
1-800-787-2800
www.bartleycollection.com

COMPLETE
SAWMILL FOR
UNDER $3000

CALL 1-877-LOGOSOL
FOR FREE VIDEO

WWW.LOGOSOL.COM

EH LOGOSOL

Free

www.tablelegs.com

CLASSIC DESIGNS
by MATTHEW BURAK

WEST
SYSTEMM.

BRAMND
BOATBUILDERS SWEAR BY IT,
and so will you.
Strong, waterproof WEST SYSTEM® Brand epoxy is
more than a 2-part adhesive. 1U's a complete system of
resin, hardeners, fillers and additives from which you
can easily create the perfect bonding, coating and
sealing agents for your wood or composite project.
For a free copy of the 33-page WEST SYSTEM*
User Manual & Product Guide, write:
Gougeon Brothers, Inc.
Dept. 42, P.O. Box 908 Bay City, MI 48707
or call 989-684-7286

“% The Sommerfeld
Ogee Raised Panel Set

1-800-752-0725

www.woodpeck.com

AMERICAN WOODWORKER A
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Personal Robotic Tools for Productivity & Flexibility

Affordable
CNC
under
$6,000

—ShopBot.-

The WorkShop RoBot

(919) 680-4800
Durham, NC
Fax [919] 680-4800

888-680-4466

Increase Profits & Cut Cost With An Accu-Trac Sawmill,

The Craftsmen's Choice For Converting :
Logs Into Valuable Lumber! -'ﬁ g

Proud Distributor of
gﬁllm:q;gw;g_L
>IMONDS ,®

Red Streak Bandsaw Blades

MP30 Ready-to-Saw
Heavy Duty 3x6 Frame
4 Post Head Frame
19" Band Wheels

Uses 14' Band Blades

For a FREE Video & Catalog
Mention Code # AMW11

800-473-4804

Cook's Saw & Machine

2 Movable Log Clamps

Shown with optional
truiler package.
Visit Our Online Catalog
www.cookssaw.com

HEARNE HARDWOODS

Specializing in
Pennsylvania Cherry

Plain & Figured Cherry from 4/4 to 16/4
Also: Premium Walnut, figured Maples & a large variety of exceptionally

fine domestic & imported lumber including free form slabs, turning blanks,

burls, & Instrument grade lumber.

200 Whiteside Drive, Oxford, PA 19363
Toll Free 888-814-0007 Fax 610-932-3130

www.hearnehardwoods.com

Let’s face it: &
most dovetail jigs

are a pain...

except one:

The Keller

Dovetail System...

The only dovetail system g
that is simple, fast
and accurate.

Fast setup. No test cuts. Precision
joinery. Unlimited widths. Classic
and variable spacing. Compound,
acute and obtuse angles. Curved
dovetails. Box joints. Made in USA
since 1976. 20-yr. warranty. 30-day
money-back guarantee.

VIDEO: $8.95+ $2 P/H

To find out more, contact your Dealer or

KELLER & CO. Dept. R70
1327 1 Street, Petaluma, CA 94952 |
(800) 995-2456 (707) 763-9336

| U.J. RAMELSON CO., INC.
“A Cut Above”

The largest selection of American-Made
Carving Tools in the world.

Manufacturers of
American-Made Carving,
Mini Turning and
Woodworklng Tools
since 1937.

WWW.RAMELSON.COM

National & International Shipping -vm"
custom wood turning IS
No catalegs available - we work your design.
“Turning Dreams Into Reality Since 1949.” Hardwoods
Flutes/Reeds/Spirals - Lengths to 18',6" / Diameters 1o 20" / 1-1000 Pieces Exotics

PATRICK’S TURNING POINT L.p
457 Industrial Drive, Barnesvilte, GA 30204
800-841-4619 « 770-358-4700 » ptp@accessunited.com

WILLARD BROTHERS WOODCUTTERS
300 Basin Road, Trenton, NJ 08619
CALL 1-800-320-6519 FOR PRICE LIST AND CATALOG
www.willardbrothers.net

GROFF & GROFF LUMBER, INC.
OVER 70 DOMESTIC AND IMPORTED SPECIES
Custom-Made Flooring
Curly Cherry 4/4 to 16/4  Birdseye & Tiger Maple
Mahogany 30"+ ¢ Premium Walnut & Cherry
Matching Ritches, 5/4 to 8/4 18"-40" wide
K.D. Lumber, Nationwide & International Shipping
No Order Too Lorge or Too Small
E-mail: wooddu @epix.net

| (717)284-0001 800-342-0001 FAX (717) 284-2400

Custom Branding Irons

As low as $59.95!
Any logo, design, signature
Guaranteed. VISA/MC

BrandNew
800-964-8251 www.brandnew.net

WOOD MOISTURE METERS

- Universal :
- Accurate - Handy 1 T

Pinpoints moisture A
problems from the
surface to the core! 98 UL?Q%
For heavy timbers A
to veneer, for rough,
smooth or curved
surfaces. For wet and

dry wood.

- Lignomat USA

- PO Box 30145

Ll,gnﬁ"“'-“
=
- Portland, OR 97294 \m

Lignomat :: 800-227-2105

AMERICAN WOODWORKER
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BECOME A BETTER
WOODWORKER -
GUARANTEED!

pro jects
wit
higher
QuALITY,
PRECISION, SPEED & §

@ New, different & BETTER than "lookalike” machines
© 10 most-used tools in 1 for ultimate versatility

® Premium quality makes it an outstanding value

@ Rock-solid 450 lbs., 2.5 times MORE than others

» State-of-the-art ELECTRONIC speed controls

® Extra POWER-IN-RESERVE DC motor =

© 30-Day RISK FREE Buy-Back Offer &
industry-leading Warranty

Get your FREE SUPERSHOP REPORT -

""Better Woodworking GUARANTEED!"

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-476-4849

!Ilpel';,iopE Dept. AW, P.0. Box 1517, Ann Arhor, Mi 48106-1517

YES! Tell me how SuperShop will increase my craftsmanship.
Rush facts, specs, and CURRENT SALE OFFERI

JHame

WRNS TIMBER
INTO CASH?

CALL NOW FORFEREE FACTS
1:800-942:84806 ext sY29

TimBerKinG, INc.
Dept. $Y29, P.O. Box 32484
KC MO 641204284

Economical
Model 1220

It’s Easy and Affordable
With a Ny’e DH K.’.’n! Made in USA

Call today for free
| facts on our compact,
| easy to use dehumi-

 dification kilns.

| 800-777-NYLE ¥
http://www.nyle.com Kilns from 300 BF and up!
EASY PAYMENTS
AVAILABLE

Booklet!
LI - 16 fact-filled pages—
DRY KILN SYSTEMS  call for yours today.

Address
(ity State Tip

Turn to Quality.

Game Call Starter Kit « High-Quality_ Pen,
Project & Game Call.

—— o

* Large Selection

#3300-AW ....only $29.99!

Reusable Turning Kit includes
7 mm mandrel rod, #1 or #2 Morse
taper, knurled nut, bushings, washers,
tubing, stopper turning guide. Plus_
receive: 1 Cocobola Duck Call Blank
Kit with predrilied blanks, reed & lan-
yard. Ask abaut our other call blanks!

of Tuming Blanks
* HUT Wood Finishes

« Shedine & Jet:
Lathe Systems

* Innovation , Not
Imitation

Mention this ad for a FREE Catalog | B
Call Today! 1-800-684-9371 2

PO Box 1107 Bangor ME 04402-1107

FREE J%#%%
- —

% AN ECONOMICAL WAY
AN 70 spRaY:

o0 STAINS LACQUERS
o PAINTS ADHESIVES

Ideol for many
woodworking projects!

EASY TO OPERATE
EASY TO CLEAN
CONE SHAPED SPRAY

L STANDARD SEALER AR 1 DEAL PATTERN .

Q45 D{FFERENT COLOUR STANS .
OR PAINTS FOR QUICK- FAST SETUP Available at:
o Lee Valley Tooks Ltd. 1 800 871-8158
Woodworker's Supply 1 800 645-9292
CR ’ TTE R The Woodworkers’ Store 1 800 279 4441
Woodcraft Supply Corp. 1 800 225 1153

$PREY PRODUCTS

Website: www.wwde.com/critter  Email: crifterspray@vwwde.com

HARDWARE =)

For details, call, write or
visit our web site:
www.ballandbali-us.com
Or, send $7.00 (refunded on 1st
order) for our 108 page catalog.

Reproduction Brass and Iron Hardware

« Lighting Fixtures
« Fireplace Accessories
o Furniture Hardware

* Builder's Hardware

Phone: 610-363-7330 & Fax: 610-363-7639

463 W. Lincoln Highway e Exton. PA 19341

Orders. 1-800-257-3711

Sw:m At Hom

Swim or exercise against a smooth
current adjustable to any speed or ability.
Ideal for swimming, water aerobics,
rehabilitation and fun. The 8'x 15’ Endless
Pool " is simple to maintain, economical to
run, and easy to install inside or outdoors.

FOR FREE VIDEO CALL
(800)233-0741, Ext 1878

Visit www.endlesspools.com
or write Endless Pools, Inc.

200 E Dutton Mill Rd, Dept. 1878 é;&,\
Aston, PA 19014 ENDLESS POOLE

Build a Clock!

Clock kits, from grandfather to
shelf clocks, including plans,
movements, and dials. Send $2.00
for a full-color catalog, and receive
a $5.00 credit voucher toward your
first purchase.

MURRAY CLOCK CRAFT

512 McNicoll Ave., Dm A\V

T 416 499453, P 416 499-3686
E-mail: clock@interlog.com

L. www.murrayclock.com

www. TOOL-CORRAL.com

Tostall the Router Raizer and make
height adjustments FASTER
FASIER & MORE ACCURATELY
than before. Use with these Piunge
Router Brands: Craftsman,
DeWalt, Freud, Porter Cable,
Hitachi, Makita & Ryobi.

AMERICAN WOODWORKER A
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www.librawood.com

"The best prices
on the best tools”

"Forrest” Saw Blades
"Whiteside” Router Bits

"Jet" & "Powermatic” Tools
Vizit our website at

www.librawood.com

~ Cut material precisely
with your own saw or router.

R M‘@ LTD., LP.
CUSTOM
COMPONENTS
MADE TO YOUR
SPECIFICATIONS

WE WILL MAKE PRDDUCB'::‘ON RUNS OF YOUR PART

YOU CAN ORDER FROM OUR CATALOG OF STOCK ITEMS

American Machine and Research

The R’PSAW the only truly portable

sawmill made.

With a weight of only 45 pounds,
this chainsaw-driven bandsaw ?
can easily be carried and operated
by one person. In just ten minutes 38
you can make the changeover -
from chainsaw to sawmill and cut * <+

trees where they fall. the RIPSAW + :
is capable of cutting up to 12 fpm (feet per minute) in softwood.
Video $10. For a FREE BROCHURE, contact:

Better Built Corporation ph: 978-657-5636
789 Woburn St. Dept AW

wilmington, Na p1887  fax: 978-658-0444

s~ Free Brochure Download”

™

LR S AEY T www.ripsaw.com

Woodworking Books, Videos & Plans

500 titles in stock
Save up to 20% off bookstore prices

Y
Wﬂﬂdbooks Catalog $2

800-378-4060

www.discount-books.com

4460 Tierra Rojo Dr, Colo Springs, CO 80926

FINIALS ===
£ | Manufacturer of bronze wood planes
L 763 Harry L. Drive R
; _ Johnson City, NY 13790-0103
ALy i 116 Voice: (607)797-1702
=13 e Aosst Fax:(607)729-0018
47" REEDED ' N )
© Base 5 e email: product_info @ amrescorp.com
W/206 LEG CHAIR )
PO, Box 728 Deot AW34 KITS Get a Free Copy of our
0. Box y ept.
Morristown, TN 37815-0728 FREE CATALOG for T ORI
Phone 423-587-2042 ¢ Fax 423:586-2188  Joitao WOODTURNERS
www.adamswoodproducts.com CATALOG Call Toll Free... *The Woodturners’ Source"
or write.., = - -

Packard Woodworks PO Box 718 Tryon, NC 28782

Quick Cure

The definitive “five-

minute epoxy” for
fast, permanent repairs
to wood, fiberglass,

1 ceramics, glass, leather
and plastics.

v ST

ystem Three Resins, Inc.

S
P.O. Box 70436 » Seattie, WA 98107

E-Mail Address... packard@alltel.net

Enjoy the benefits of HVLP with a FUJI!

Introducing the new Q3™ and Q4™

Quiet models.

First ever in the mid-price range.

Noise reduced by over 50% for a more relaxed spraying
environment,

Systems also include the new Fuji Hi-Flex ™ Rubber Hose.

= : o
INDUSTRIAL SPRAY
EQUIPMENT LTD.

e High transfer efficiency
» Soft, easy to control spray For brochure, please call 1-800-650-0930

¢ Compact and portable Website: www.fujispray.com

The Woodworker’s Dream

Repair and restore fine furniture fast and easily.

Quickwood Epoxy...when fillers, putty, or giue won't do:

| Shapes like modeling clay: sets ’ike wood in 1/2 hour

m Easy to sand/carve. drill/tap. paint/stain/finish

m Solvent-free: won't stink or shrink!

Request free literature. Polymeric Systems, Inc.
Visit our web site —~ www.polymerics.com

VANCOUVER (SURRLY, B.C.) OCT. 19-21
, H ) - Y15 (176 ST, & 62 AVE)
U.S. BORDER * 2 ACRES OF EXIUBITS
1 - www.woodworkingshows, com

hn@bcwoodshows.com
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Atin: Table and Radial arm saw owners
Don't put jt off any longer. . . visit us on-line and get the
facts on one of the most innovative tools ever des:gned
for precision saw ali You'll be d at how
simple and easy the PAHAGAUGE ® saw alignment
syslem is to use and how much time and money ii saves!

www. PARAGAUGE con

Accuset Tool Co. Troy w1 1-800-343-6129

Picnic Table
rcnas Plans @
e
nen around e agew $16.95
raft® ve d\500\'e{e w. The F\:ZO_\‘\ finest o
ality . . 2 4
benevc?lu b\/ U\\mg, Cecurate secf“,\‘“) \?on workers! Specialty Furniture Designs
Saw o ore s caw \ooumes vited: 11099 W. ADAMS RD. Dept. AW102 RIVERDALE, M. 48877
gve @ nalf \\qe ‘\\m : The Best hand peatel N 5001 02 1-800-892-4026

cut inh Visa/MC/Discover Prices above include S&H. Color Catalog

THE JAPAN WOODWORKER
1731 Clement Ave. » Alameda, CA 94501 « 1-800-537-7820

Gillahan Wood Products
Specializing in Cherry, Quarter Sawn Syc
White Oak + 50 other species & exotics
Wide Assortment of Thin Woods
501 West Third Street

Carlisle, AR 72024

501-834-8108
870-552-9700

email: cherrylc@swbell.net
www.woodproducts.com

Supergril” sANDPAPER

HOOK & LLOOP DISCS
2" $16/100 3" $20/100
4% or5"  5or8Hole $13.00/50
6 6, 8 or 16 Hole $17.50/50
9" $150ea 12" $2.50ea
“Laptka” Micron 1/4 sheets
40-10 Micron (400-1500 grit)
Reg. $39.95/50 Sale $12.50/50
BELTS—A.O. RESIN | SHEETS—9"x 11", A.D.
1x30 $.75|4x24 $1.10|50D, 80D $14/50
1x42 $.75|4x36 $1.50|120C,150C $23/100
3x21 $.85|06x48 $3.50 180A, 2204 $21/100

RED HILL CORP. FF.'EE-48 PAGE CATALOG
& incredible close-out sheets.

P.0. BOX 4234

GETTYSBURG, PA 17325 800-822-4003
WWW.SUPERGRIT.COM

* Bow Back

i Bench &
Chair Plans.
$15.95

ctgon

$3.00 - FREE with order. Ml add 6%
www.speciaityfurnituredesigns.com

COMPUTER
CENTER

This design offers the

best of both worlds. a
L] beautiful piece of
furniture and an
efficient workstation
that helds all your
computer needs.  The
desktop slides out from
under the top unit and

the keyboard is
20! contained in the false
drawer front.

AMERICAN FURNITURE DESIGN

P.O. BOX 300100 ESCONDIDO. CA 92030 [’l\",m:‘g:‘;o |
WIN A GRIZZLY TABLE SAW 760 7436923 s |

Catalog $3.00 Free w/order
www.americanfurnituredsgn.com

IN OUR CRAFTSMAN CONTEST

I\ '
I*‘A’; ;\, 'lif.;u s BREATH of FRESH AIR

POWER VISOR AIRSTREAM 3M 9211 N95

PELTOR
WORKTUNES™ . ] AS-_200LBC * 3-Pangl Respirator
Hearing Protection plus Authorized 3M Distributor . Exé’,a’,e vate
AM/FM Radio e Individually Wrapped

Call Us For All Your Safety Products * No Fogging

ENVIRO-SAFETY PRODUCTS
516 E. Modoc Ave., Visalia, CA 93292 « Toll Free: (800) 637-6606
Fax: (5659) 625-5595 * www.envirosafetyproducts.com

ot Mado iNnUSA.
WETZLER CLAMPS
The Profassional’s Choice siswe 1928
Quick Action - Decp Throat - Bar - Band
Rte 611, PO Box 175, Mt. Bethel, PA 18343

300451 1852 fax 570-897-5881
et www. welzler.com

FREE INFORMATION - USA & CA!

1-800-661-7746 ext 348

WAGON WHEE] ¢

www.windyhillwoods.com
How 1O MAKE WORKING DECORATIVE WAGON WHEELS

NORWOOD

Call 1-800-32l3ench

@l 33498 E. US Hwy 50
Pueblo, CO 81006

www.workbenches.com

For a catalog send $4.95
WinDY HILL Woors, P.O. Box 14169
Kansas City, MO 64152

(816) 746-4695
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‘WhenOnlyThe

FinestVeneer
WillDo...

Custom woodworkers,
furniture designers
and architects ¢

13000 Route 78 = East Aurora, NY 14052
Fax: 716-655-3446 » www.certainlywood.com

“For a dirt & dust free finish

'GETITALL

with Datco
. Surgical Blue™

& Professional™

Tack Cloth

DATCO
~ Call 1-800-TACKCLOTH

‘or'order online at www.tackcloth.com

Whiteside Router Bits
Systimatic Saw Blades
Fisch Forstner Bits
HTC Mobile Bases |

Call for the location

Make Money— saw for others.
* Cutlogsup to 28" D.x11'L.
¢ Extra bed sections permit longer lengths.

www, woodm:zer com

mepla Salice Grass

www.cabinetparts.com

&)

=D

The one
stop source for
all your cabinet needs

opunooy  AM

blum  Wilsonart Laminates

Lineman’s Lotion

For the most valuable set of
tools you will ever own!

www.LinemansLotion.com

3035 Leisz’s Bridge Road
Reading, PA 19605
VM (800) 451-9496

2 bottles only $19.95
(+ 3.50 S&H)

sl AMERICAN
v s
y | .

* Easily transportable.
* Video available.

WDOd-MlZBI‘ “ 8180 W, 10th St Depr. AWG3

Nuniher Cusit i1

B0

' Indlanapolls IN 46214

1- 800-553- 0219

nearest you!

DRY YOUR OWN LUMBER

Ebac's user friendly dry kilns 200BF - 40,000BF
Mix species in same load. Great 3 year warranty!
Over 7,000 systems worldwide!

Ebac Lumber Dryers
Call Today! 800-433-9011
Manufactured by craftsmen in Williamsburg, VA.

@\ Band Saw Blades

Swedish Silicon Steel » 1/16™ Through 2

TIMBER WoLr*

call: Suffolk Machinery 800-234-7297
Free Catalog ¢ www.suffolkmachinery.com

B

-

Figured Hardwoods

Sandy Pond
Hardwoods, Inc.

Watch for us on HGTV
Quality T
Lumber &'\ in Birdseye
Flooring & Tiger Maple

1-800-546-9663
www.figuredhardwoods.com

Specializing

SOLID START, Elegant Finish.

OLD GROWTH

Quartersawn White Oak, Curly English Sycamore
lm and American Sycamore

and Matchmg, Tight Grained Veneers.
¢ talaricohardwoods.com

1] 610-775-0400 v,
- RD #3, Box 3268, iohaton, PA 19540
I } y BEL VISA ! MasterCard

NEW! - PATENTED! “PINBOARD”®
TOOL BOARD SHOP ORGANIZER  [[§/ 8
$24.50 ea., Used in over 6,000 Auto parts &
stores across the country to display and
organize hand tools. 24" x 30”. Board
includes 30 assorted pins{hoaks). Water / weather proof! Work rooms,
tool rooms, garages, sheds and barns. Hooks don't fall out! Totally finished,
ready 1o hang! Mounts flush to wall - no need for spacers! Available - hang
bracket / perfboard adapter kit & extra hooks. Call 516-671-0900 or
toll free (out of N.Y.) 1-888-634-7752. Or visit our website at
www.danlipman.com Visa/Mastercard accepted. Patent #5785187.
Made in U.S.A.

Add that Distinctive
41 Look to your wood-
U working projects.
Quality handcrafted
yet reasonably priced
panels. Many finishes
& designs. Do-it-your-
sell materials & Kits,
| tool Lar%e colorful

| catalog 35.00 or cata
log with 14-pc. sample
pack $22.95 ppd.

MasterCard Visa accepted.

Visit us on the web!
wuw.plercedtin.com

pierced tin

Country Accents®, PO Box 437, Dept.AW
Montoursville, PA 17754 « Ph. 570-478-4127 + MF 9-5i

emall: caccents@webtv.ne,
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Tune your table saw to perfection!
MasterPlate $49 Flat, ground 6 x 10 x 1/4 inch
thick aluminum plate. Fits 5/8 and 1.0 inch arbors.
SuperBar $69 Fits 3/4 x 3/8 miter slots (also Sears).
Includes precision dial indicator ~ reads to 1/1000
inch. Order today! Toll Free 888 833-8300

STEVE WALL LUMBER CO.

Ouahrly Hard
he Craftsman and Educalwnal Insmunons

The trusted supplier from the Heart
of North Carolina Furniture County.

HARDWOOQDS « EXOTICS « THIN
CRAFTWOOD « AROMATIC CEDAR
HARDWOOD PLYWOOD » CUSTOM PANEL
DOORS » HARDWOOD FLOORING

See Our Catalog on the WEB: walllumber.com

BOX 287 « MAYODAN, N.C, 27027
336-427-0637 » 1-800-633-4062

Email: wood@walllumber.com
SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG

CUT NAILS... for
Restoration and Historic
Reconstruction from the
oldest nailmaker in the U.S.
Send for our free catalog featuring
a wide variety of antique hardware,
accessories and a complete line of
our restoration nails including rose
head, fine finish and wrought head.
Order our cut nail sample set of 20
Historic patterns. $9.95 ppd.
www.TremontNail.com
TREMONT NAIL CO.
800-842-0560 cutnails@aol.com

Need a Workshop?

— Buy Manufacturer-Direct —

SAVE THOUSANDS
WHEN YOU TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR
INVENTORY RE-ALIGNMENT SPECIAL

& RESERVE YOURS NOW!

(take delivery anytime within the next 12 mos.)

Easy, do-it-yourself assembly—no skilled
labor or heavy equipment required.

Engineered to simplify insulation process,
for increased energy efficiency.

Strong steel frame construction is designed
to last—and withstand extreme weather.
Wide assortment of building styles, sizes
and colors available to choose from.

— SreciAL OFFER —

(a $20,888 value)
NOW ONLY $11,291

Includes steel frames & endwalls, galv sheeting,
hardware, trim & complete assembly plans.

your specifications. Shipped direct from
our shop to yours. Call for free brochure,
inquiries, or to place -an order.

Glass Source: 1-800-588-7435.
BAND SAwW BLADES

TIMBER WOLF® Low Tension, Swedish
Silicon Steel, Available 1/16” thru 2”.
Free catalogue. Suffolk Machinery Corp.,
1-800-234-7297; www.suffolkmachin-
ery.com

BooOKsS/VIDEOS

The Leather Crafters & Saddlers Journal.
Make leather belts, wallets, saddles, more.
How-to projects, patterns. Locate tools,
machines, supplies, events. $29/year.
Order tol] free 1-888-289-6409.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
BUILD BUNK BEDS for high profits

in yol.lr own ShOP or ga.rage.
Free information
318-798-2952
www.woodcrafteronline.com

ArpLIANCE CONTROL

FINISHING SUPPLIES

GARBAGE DISPOSAL ON / OFF
CONTROL, Uses Air - No shock, locate
transmitter on / under sink. $44.95 440-
205-7600 www.lecricair.com

HELP WANTED
$400 WEEKLEY ASSEMBLING

Electronic Circuit Boards/Products.
SASE: Home Assembly — AW. Box 216.
New Britain, CT 06050-0216.

HoMmE SHor

SAFE AIR ACTUATED FOOT OR
HAND CONTROL SYSTEM Turns off
/ on power-tools. Momentary or

Alternate action. 10 tubing included
$29.95 440-205-7600 www.lectricair.com

MISCELLANEOUS

“CREATIVE ACCENTS” Decorative
Wallplates Largest Selection available -
Custom Orders filled! 877-658-3976

www.marketexpo.com

SPRAY-ON SUEDE. Line boxes easily.
FREE brochure (sample included).
DonJer, 13142 Murphy Road,
Winnebago, IL 61088. 1-800-336-6537.
www.donjer.com

MUSICAL SUPPLIES

KITS, Blueprints, and Supplies for
harps, dulcimers, banjos, guitars and
more. Contact Musicmakers Kits for a
free  catalog.  1-800-432-5487.

www.musikit.com

Build your own violin, guitar, or
dulcimer! Free catalog fearuring kits and
all the tools, finishing supplies and
instructions you need to build your own
instrument. Stewart-MacDonald, Box
900-W, Achens, OH 45701. Call 800-

848-2273, www.stewmac.com

mastergage.com TR u s s ®
T Select Hardwoods 1 -800-6630553
Volume Discounts, Seasonal Specials A . =
mm 2op | PITE widorers it o iy www.routerbitsonline.com www.miracletruss.com
ARDWOOD hardwood for their prized creations.
SPECMI.TIES Web: www.yankeehardwood.com - - - F
seeieeiee] R phone us at: 800.646.6929 1 800 821 83 78 To place an ad in the Marketplace
MasterCard / Visa call 1-800-394-5157
ACCESSORIE m
C S 3
; WOODWORKER'’S PLans/Krrg

GLASS SOURCE for WOOD- 100+ PAGE COLOR CATALOG.
WORKERS. Glass and mirror custom d CLASSIFIED 500+ full size woodworking plans. Send $1:
cut, beveled, edged, etched, or grooved to ~ Creative Woodecraft Plans

11421 Wolf Creek
Brookville OH 45309
‘WoodcraftPlans.com

SCHOOLS/INSTRUCTION

New England School of Architectural
Woodworking. 37 week training  pro-
gram in cabinetmaking. Job  assistance.
413-527-6103

WwWwWw.nesaw.com

TooL/ACCESSORIES

www.woodworkingtools.com

Check out our woodworking

discussion room for answers
to your woodworking questions.

WooDSs/VENEERS

SAWMILL DIRECT. Bloodwood,
Cocobolo, Bocote, Tulipwood 4/4.
8/4, 12/4, 16/4. Select Ebony billets
$3.00 Ib. Tropical Exotic Hardwoods
(888)434-303 1.

www.anexotichardwood.com
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2001 FALL SHOWS

Show Hours: Fri. 11-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4

¢ GREATER DETROIT

Novi Expo Center
Novi, Michigan
September 28-30, 2001

¢ GREATER PHILADELPHIA

South Jersey Expo Center
Pennsauken, New Jersey
October 5-7, 2001

¢ NEW ENGLAND

Portland Exposition Building
Portland, Maine
October 12-14, 2001

¢ OHIO VALLEY

Kentucky International Convention Center

Louisville, Kentucky
November 16-18, 2001

Produced by:

eaders
A Digest

Sponsored by:

) MINWAX 4

Dodge

W

Different.




America’s Leading Woodworking Tour
and the only Woodworking Show produced by Reader’s Digest

Come and spend the entire weekend with
world-renowned master woodworkers!
Educational & Informative Seminars,

Hands-on Workshops and Free Demonstrations

Exhibitors offer the latest tools, shop accessories, materials and
supplies ... all at Special Show Discounts.

Over 25 different demonstrations, workshops and
seminars. Talk to master craftsmen and learn new skills and
techniques.

$10 Show Admission. Good for all Show Hours.
Seminars only $20. Hands-on Workshops $60.

Increase your woodworking knowledge and improve your skills. GEORGE VOND&[QKA

Contributing Editor for
American Woodworker Magazine

Visit Our Web Site for Exhibitor Information, Directions and
a Full Schedule of Demonstrations, Seminars & Workshops.

www.americanwoodworker.com

For More Information or to Pre-Register
for Seminars and Workshops, Call:

800-914-9395 x602

KIDS’ PROJECT WORKSHOP

Enjoy the fun of woodworking through the eyes
of your children and grandchildren.They will
receive a junior keepsake and a memory that
will last a lifetime.

Sponsored by === SHAWK
.J Frecislon Scroll Saw

FRANK K1.AUSZ

World-renowned Furniture Maker I

3
]

ANTIQUE TOOL ROADSHOW
Free appraisals by Clarence Blanchard, Editor of ALSO FEATUR]NG:

Fine Tool journal and “the antique authority.”
Bring your old tools to the show.

Wayne Barton
Michael Dresdner
Ralph Hoetger
Fred Matlack
Harry Memelink
Geoffrey Noden

Carol Reed

—_——




merican Woodworker
tool tests are the most
thorough and accurate
tool tests in the business. All of our
editors are former professional wood-
workers with a wealth of advice backed
by years of experience. For each tool
test, the editors assemble a panel of
non-professional woodworkers with a
variety of skill levels. The tools are
tested in a real shop and the results are
meticulously recorded. When war-
ranted, Editors’ Choice and Best Buy
designations are awarded. But, the
exhaustive research doesn’t end there.
Another distinctive feature of Ameri-
can Woodworker tool tests is our fact-
checking department. We verify all of
the specifications, including the price,
of every tool tested before it appears in
the magazine. What you get in an
American Woodworker tool test is a
gold mine of unbiased, accurate, clear
information that takes the guesswork
out of tool buying. ,

Arm yourself with this quick-refer-
ence list of all of our Editors’ Choices
and Best Buys and you're ready to out-

fit your shop.

BANDSAWS

Reviewed in AW #88, August 2001,
page 84. We tested 17 bandsaws for
their ability to resaw wide hard and
soft wood. The saws we tested had a
resaw capacity of 9 in. to 12 in. and
were priced between $350 and $1,350.
Other machines considered for Best
Buy were the Lobo 18 in.and the Griz-

zly 18 in.

EDITORS’ CHOICES
Jet JWBS 18 in.
Laguna LT 16 in.

BEST BUYS
Delta 28-280 14 in.
Jet JW14CS 14 in.
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Recommended

BEST BUY

5 &

BELT SANDERS

Reviewed in AW #79, April 2000, page
66. We tested 26 tools and found that
size and motor style are the two most
important features. The Makita 9921
and 9403 were the most quiet, but no
tool stood out as an Editors’ Choice.

BEST BUY
Hitachi SB 75




SLIDING COMPOUND
MITER SAWS

Reviewed in AW #84, December 2000,
page 98. We tested 15 saws and in addi-
tion to the Editors’ Choice, we also
liked the Bosch B3915, the DeWalt
DW?708, the Hitachi C10FS and the
Makita LS121. The Makita LS103 is so
competitively priced, we didn’t pick a
separate Best Buy.

EDITORS’ CHOICE
Makita LSI1013

DOVETAIL JIGS

Reviewed in AW # 84, December
2000, page 66. We tested 14 half-
blind, through and combination jigs.
We also provided information on
router-table based jigs, template-
making jigs and the mini Katie Jig, Jr.

EDITORS’ CHOICE
Woodhaven 775

BEST BULUY
Porter-Cable 4112 and
Hart Design

DRILL PRESSES

Reviewed in AW #86, April 2001,
page 69. We tested
28 13-in.to 17-in.
machines that
cost less than
$450.1ts a

buyer’s market

in the field of
drill presses.

You don’t have

to pay more than
$350 to get a good machine.

EDITORS’ CHOICE
Delta 17-965

BEST BUYS

Grizzly G7944
Ridgid DP 1500

2002 TOOL BUYER'S GUIDE
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DUST COLLECTORS

Reviewed in AW #80, June 2000, page
80. We tested 28 dust collectors and in
addition to our Editors’ Choice and
Best Buy we liked the Penn State DC2-
5 ($300), the Delta 50-850 ($299) and
the Jet DC-1100 ($300).

Recommended Tools

EDITORS’ CHOICE
Oneida Air Systems’ 1.5 hp
cyclonic collector

BEST BUY
Penn State Industries’ 1-hp
single-stage collector

NOW...The Lightest Weight
Random Orbital Sander

IN THE WORLD!

The Spirit

Dynorbital® Supreme

Dynabrade incorporates the latest technology in
metal and plastic components to create the
next generation of top industrial quality
random orbital sanders at an even lower price.

DYNABRADE

DYNABRADE, INC.
8989 Sheridan Drive, Clarence, NY 14031-1490
Phone: (716) 631-0100 < Fax: 716-631-2073

www.dynabrade.com

& &k k
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Recommended Tools
6-IN. JOINTERS

Reviewed in AW #77, December 1999,
page 72. We tested 12 6-in. jointers that
sell for less than $600. We recommend
floor model jointers, if space permits.
They are quieter and can handle longer
boards.

Hardwoods, softwoods, pressure-
treated or exotics — Gorilla Glue®
is tough enough to hold them
all. Incredibly strong, nearly
invisible glue lines, and

100% waterproof. Just the way
serious woodworkers demand T 2
Call 800-966-3458 for a
dealer near you, or visit
www.gorillaglue.com
to find out more.

The Toughest Glue
on Planet Earth™

EDITORS’ CHOICES
Delta 37-195

General 80-100LM

Jet ]JJ-6CSX

BEST BUYS
Bridgewood BW6R
Sunhill 924028

MINI-LATHES

Reviewed in AW #78, February 2000,
page 68. All 10 lathes tested weighed
less than 100 Ibs., including the motor
and base. Our testers considered power
and stability, tool rests and tailstock,
and ease of speed changes when eval-
uating these tools.

EDITORS’ CHOICES
Jet

Klein

Vicmarc

BEST BUY
Taig

MITER GAUGES

Reviewed in AW #81, August 2000,
page 81. We tested five similarly-priced
aftermarket miter gauges. The most
important
features are
the positive
stops in the head, g, .
the bar,and a &
rigid fence
and stop.

EDITORS’ CHOICES
incra
Woodhaven

MORTISERS

Reviewed in AW #81, August 2000,
page 73. We tested eight benchtop mor-
tisers designed to cut mortises up to
1/2-in. wide. The hold-downs on all
eight machines were disappointing and
none of them was able to consistently
cut 1/2-in. mortises without additional
clamps and fences. Consequently, we

120 American Woodworker



Recommended Tools

didn’t award an Editors’ Choice. These
tools are a bargain, however, and we
selected five Best Buys. After our test was
performed, a mortiser was developed by
General International that impressed us
very favorably, and very likely would
have been an Editors’ Choice.

BEST BUYS
Bridgewood HM-11
Delta 14-650
Grizzly G3183

Jet ]BM-5
Woodtek 876-775

OSCILLATING SPINDLE
SANDERS

Reviewed in AW #82, October 2000,
page 82. We tested seven benchtops,
focusing on the ease of drum changes,
dust collection, aggressiveness of cut
and ease of storage. In addition to our
Editors’ Choice and Best Buy, consider
the new hand-held sander from Porter-
Cable and the floor model from Grizzly.

EDITORS’ CHOICE
Clayton 140

BEST BUY
Delta

PLATE JOINERS

Reviewed in AW #73, June 1999, page
70. We tested 13 tools, comparing fence
height and angle adjustment, plung-
ing depths, dust collection, noise, the
main handle and the power switch of
each machine.

EDITORS’ CHOICES
DeWalt 682
Porter-Cable 557

BEST BUYS
Freud JS 100
Js 102
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INSULATED WINTER
SUNROOM CONVERTS TO A
SUMMER SCREEN ROOM!

Full Top-To-Botiom Wall Area Screens!

o QWIK® window/screen change system O Do-it-yoursel!
kit, no contractors needed O Meets building codes for
snow & wind loads O Unique Climate Control System
0O No extras, comes complete O Buy factory direct &
save O America’s #1 value since 1974.

MOUNTS N
READILY ON

i e DEGKS, PATIS, f FOR MORE INFO
SunPorch® Structures, Inc. TIES. & BONUS OFFEH'
| P.O.Box 368, Dept. AMW
Westport, Cl:T 06881-0368 MAIL WEB SITE
enclose $2. riease send complete
D YES details, Color Ca?;log & Prices.p COUPON www.sunporch.com

|
: Name WITH $2. | (Bonus Code: AMW)
l hadress &\‘% SunPorch® Structures, Inc.
| Cit Z PO.Box 368, Dept. AMW
Y llllpﬂ ch S Westport, CT 068810368
!_ State Zip r

: - ” .
s Precision Router Lift ™"

Change router bits
out removing router,

Includes three twist lock
anodized aluminum rings.

oy

No need to drill holes. Fits  No shimming required.

1-800-752-0725
www.woodpeck.com

Dual super-precision
32 pitch lift screws. most fixed base routers, 8 adjustable leveling screws.




Recommended Tools
PORTABLE PLANERS

Reviewed in AW #79, April 2000, page
82. We tested 11 tools, all of which pro-
duced a very smooth surface. They all
snipe, but some less than others. Those
with traveling heads and head locks
snipe the least. After this test, Makita
introduced their 2012NB; ($500). We've
seen it and it would also have done
well in this test.

EDITORS’ CHOICES
Delta 22-560

DeWalt DW733

Ridgid TP 1300

©2001 Waterloo Industries, Inc

From classic steel tool chests and workbenches to mobile project centers and portables, Waterloo® BEST BUY
tool storage is rugged and versatile. With smart features like small parts bins, peg hook storage,
and work surfaces that make jobs easier. Waterloo®is perfect for today’s tools, and since it’s built Delta 22-540
to last, you'll enjoy your Waterloo® storage for many tomorrows.

m TE?L ” RANDOM-ORBIT SANDERS
‘ ® Reviewed in AW #75, October 1999,

Shop Tough, Tool Smart. page 66. We tested 33 tools, paying

www.waterlooindustries.com particular attention to their abrasive
1-800-455-0525 discs, dust collection, orbit size and
pad brakes.

EDITORS’ CHOICES
Best of the Best
Dynabrade 57135

Best Palm-Grip
Bosch 1295DH
Makita BO5010 ..
Best Pistol-Grip '
Makita BO5021

Ask a
HAWK

Scroll Saw
owner

Meet Jim Sweet who purchased his Hawk
Scroll Saw to make extra money when he
retired. Jim started out selling kids puzzles at
local craft shows, today he has over 150 different
designs that are sought by collectors nationwide.
Find out for yourself why the Hawk Scroll Saw is the

choice of Jim Sweet and thousands of other
professional crafts people.

MID-SIZED ROUTERS

Reviewed in AW #85, February 2001,
page 71. We tested 17 fixed-base routers
in the 1-1/2- to 2-1/2-hp range. Some
of our old favorites were outshone by a
new batch of high-tech machines.

EDITORS’ CHOICES
Bosch 1617 EVS
Makita RF 1101

* Variable speed

* Patented quick blade change
* 3 models to choose from

* Vibration free performance

¢ Adjustable stroke for
different types of cutting 2
* 100% made in USA quality e

Call Toll Free for a Free Fact Kit ° -.‘-'I::"'"m-.;'

e BEST BUY
1-800-487-2623 == AW Porter-Cable 690

RB Industries PO Box 369 » Hamrisonville, MO 64701 % Precision Scroll Saw.
www.rbiwoodtools.com 1520
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Recommended Tools
3-HP ROUTERS

Reviewed in AW #78, February 2000, page 75. We tested nine
variable-speed plunge and fixed-base tools. After we did our
tool test, Bosch came out with their 1619EVS ($350). This 3-
hp plunge router would have done well in this test.

EDITORS’ CHOICES
General Use

Bosch 1615 EVS
DeWalt DW625
Porter-Cable 7539
Router Table
Porter-Cable 7518

BEST BUY

General Use
Freud FT200E

ROUTER TABLE PLATES

Reviewed in AW #85, February 2001, page 86. We tested
plates with insert rings that can accept guide bushings and
starting pins. The Woodhaven Angle Ease, JessEm’s Router
Lift, Jet's XACTA lift and Rockler’s Router Lift have features
previously found only on expensive, full-size shapers.

EDITORS’ CHOICE
Veritas tabletop

BEST BUY
Woodworker’s Choice

SCROLLSAWS

Reviewed in AW #87, June 2001, page 66. We tested 17 entry-
level saws priced at less than $500. Runner-up for Editors’
Choice was the Delta 40-650. Also, for just a little more than
$200, we liked the Delta 40-570 and the Dremel 1680. For the
really budget-conscious, there’s the Central Machinery saw
for just $85. For advice about selecting scrollsaw blades, see
page 74 of this tool test.

EDITORS’ CHOICE
DeWalt DW788

BEST BUYS
Delta 40-570 "
Ridgid $S1650 '
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It's more than just a name.

It's a legend.

Powermatic. Over 80 years in the making.

Now, save up to $376 with
FREE accessory packages.

Left-tilt Model 66
Cabinet Saw, $2,099*
. Motor cover, dado insert,

table and ilegs FREE
SAVE $376

REBATE

Left-tilt 64A
Contractor-Style Tablesaw, $849**
40-tooth carbide blade FREE

SAVE $99"

**after $50 Rebate

719A Mortise Machine, $799*
3/8"1 5/8" and 3/4“
bit sets FREE

SAVE $92

1

e o

54A 6" Jointer, $749*
2 extra knife sets FREE

SAVE $92

r

15" Planer, $1,199*
Extra knife set FREE

SAVE $126

> gV s ] -
FPOWERIWATIC
JET, Performax and Powermatic — A Family Of Brands

Offer available September 1, 2001, through March 31, 2002.
1-800-274-6848 * www.powermatic.com
*MSRP **$50 rebate available on all 64A Contractor-Style tablesaw models only.



<_= THE AMAZING
\-
Sruclon€

B Commercial-power vacuum turbine lifts and
pulverizes tons of leaves, twigs, pine needles
and lawn debris as you drive.

M Great for big grass-mowing jobs—Giant 300
gallon capacity clears huge areas without stopping.

B Hitches to virtually any riding mower or tractor.

B Folds up flat for compact storage. You can actually
hang it on the wall!

Unique design
folds flat for
easy storage.
It even hangs
on the walll

YES! please rush me FULL INFORMATION
| on the revolutionary CYCLONE RAKE® and
! special pre-season sale prices.

Free Information Kit
MAIL THIS

COUPON TODAY Bl —
OR CALL TOLL-FREE | nooeess .
1-800.341-7133 Yoy _STATE ____7IP

: MAIL TO: WOODLAND POWER PRODUCTS, INC. Dept. AW1101
| 92008 woodland 79 Acton St., West Haven, CT 06516

y Power Products, lnc.

www.CycloneRake.com/aw

m———m e e ]
1
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'==1Econ-Abrasives

WE MAKE ABRASIVE BELTS ANY SIZE, ANY GRIT!

(5

e
= Grit  Price Dia. Grit Price
ABRASIVE SHEETS: ABRASIVE BELTS 5 60 $.48ea. 6 60 $.65ea
©X1) PLEASE SPECIFY GRITS 5" 80 .46 6" 80 63
_CABINET PAPER . 5 100* .45 6" 100* .62
50/pk  100/pk 1§32 $ '21 o8- Note: * = thru 320 grit * Now in 5 hole pattern *
408 $18.90 $35.60C 1X44 81 Nuisance Dust Mask STEEL BAR CLAMPS
50 17.80 3225 21/2X16 .85 This double absor- i i
. S
60D 1670  30.00 318 86 bent fiter material | S22 Price
80D 15.60 27.80 ax21 20 screens out dust, |2-1/2x 6 $6.50ea.
100 thru 150C 1450  25.60 ax ) and lets air 21/2x12  7.00
_ 233/4 .93 pass freely! 21/2x24 775
FINISHING PAPER 224 93 :
axo7 % 2-1/2x36 9.50
80A $11.15  $18.90C ) SPRING g
100thru280A 10.00  16.70 :gl s4 1'?8 SPRING CLAMPS
WET/DRY PAPER 436 - Clamp§ come with PVC tips
1.35 and grips. gize  Price
220thru 600 $15.56  $26.67C 6Xxd48 350 & $1.75ea
NO LOAD PAPER 21/4X80 3.25 ONLY & 225
Other sizes priced $10.50/b0x of 50 g 3.50
180 thru 400A 1225 $21.25C upon request

TACK CLOTHS

*C’ = 100 SHEETS R T SR

JUMBO CLEANING STICK
ONLY $8.80 2X2X12

JUMBO ROUTER PAD(24" x 36"
It will not allow small blocks of wood
to slip out under router or sanding

Handy for all your
cleaning or finishing
jobs around the shop

applications.  ROUTER PAD

or home.

OMLY $8.95ea
* OTHER PRODUCTS* L it
*WIDE BELTS*ROLLS*FLAP WHEELS*PUMP SLEEVES
*PSA DISCS*ROUTER BITS*WOOD GLUE*WOOD BITS 1-10 - $.95 ea.
Box of 10 - $7.60

*MINIMUM ORDER $25.00

*MasterCard, VISA, Check or C.O.D

*SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!!!

*CALL FOR FAEE CATALOG

- TX & NV Add Sales Tax

- Continental U. S. Shipping
Charges add $5.50

Econ-Abrasives

P. O. Box 1628
\ Frisco, TX 75034
(972) 377-9779

ORDERING LINE

(800)367-4101 ==

Recommended Tools
SHARPENING MACHINES

Reviewed in AW #90, October 2001,
page 76. We tested horizontal and ver-
tical machines to see how well they
performed lapping, coarse grinding,
medium grinding and honing. We rec-
ommend adding an Accusharp tool
rest and grinding jig to the vertical-
wheel machines and a 2 in 1 honing jig
to the horizontals.

EDITORS’ CHOICE
Veritas Power
Sharpening System

BEST BUYS
Delta 23-710
Makita 98202

SHOP VACUUMS

Reviewed in AW #80, June 2000, page
69. We tested six shop vacuums, specif-
ically on how well they collected dust
from portable power tools. We tested
four that were designed to collect dust
right off the tools and two general-
purpose vacuums outfitted with after-
market accessories.

EDITORS’ CHOICE
Fein Turbo 9-55-13

BEST BUY
Fein Mini~-Turbo

STACKING DADO HBLADES

Reviewed in AW #86, April 2001, page
53. We tested 6-in. and 8-in. stacking
carbide-tipped dado sets that ranged in
price from $50 to $500. Judged by the
quality of cut, there was a large group
of top performers.

EDITORS’ CHOICE
CMT

Freud

Jesada

BEST BUY
Freud W
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Sources

Accuset
888/222-8144 "
www.accuset.com

Advanced Machinery/AMI/
Hegner[Zyliss

800/220-4264
www.advmachinery.com

Aget Mfg.

517/263-5781
www.aget.thomasregister.com

Air-Mate/Airstream/Emglo
814/269-1000
www.emglo.com

Airy Sales Corporation
714/776-3235
www.airy.com

ARO Tools Ingersoll Rand Co.
800/616-8665
www.ingersoll-rand.com

The Belsaw Company
800/468-4449
www.belsaw.com

Biesemeyer Mfg.
800/782-1831
www.biesemeyer.com

Black & Decker
800/544-6986
www.blackanddecker.com

Blue Tornado Cyclones
800/292-0157
www.bluetornadocyclones.com

Bosch Power Tools (Skil)
877/267-2499 (Bosch)
www.boschtools.com
877/754-5999 (Skil)
www.skiltools.com

Bridgewood|Yorkcraft
Wilke Machinery
800/235-2100
www.wilkemach.com

Buck Bros./Neck Saw
800/457-0600

Campbell Hausfeld
800/543-6400
www.campbellhausfeld.com
www.chpower.com
Carba-Tech/Craft Supplies
USA/Nova/VB36 Lathe
800/551-8876
www.woodturnercatalog.com

Central Michinery/Harbor Freight
800/423-2567

www.harborfreight.com

Clayton Machine Corp. (HTC)
800/971-5050

CMT

www.cmtusa.com
Coleman Powermate, Inc.
800/445-1805
www.colemanpowermate.com
Conover Lathe
Alpha Fabrication, Inc.
800/433-5221
www.conover-lathe.com
Craftsman
800/377-7414
www.sears.com/crafisman
Delta Int’l Machinery
(see also Porter-Cable)
800/438-2486
www.deltawoodworking.com
DeVilbiss Air
Power Company
800/888-2468
www.devap.com

DeWalt

800/433-9258
www.dewalt.com

DMT

800/666-4368
www.dmtsharp.com
Dremel

800/437-3635
www.dremel.com
Duo-Fast
888/386-3278
www.duo-fast.com

Dust Boy, Inc.
800/232-3878
www.dustboy.com
Dustvent, Inc.
800/553-3687
www.dustvent.com
Dynabrade
800/828-7333
www.dynabrade.com

Eagle Tools

(formerly Old World Machinery)

888/593-2453
www.eagle-tools.com
Emerson

(see Ridgid)

Enco
800/873-3626
WWW. USe-enco.com

Excalibur
Sommerville Group
800/357-4118
www.excalibur-tools.com

Fasco America
800/239-8665
www.fascoamerica.com

Fein Power Tools, Inc.
800/441-9878
www.feinus.com

Felder (USA)
800//572-0061
www.felderusa.com

Festo Toolguide

a division of Techguide
888/463-3786
www.toolguide.net

Foley/Belsaw
(see Belsaw)

Forrest
800/733-7111
www.stares.yahoo.com/forrestman

Freud USA
800/334-4107
336/434-3171

General International/

General Manufacturing, Co., Ltd.
819/472-1161

www.general.ca

Grizzly Industrial, Inc.
800/523-4777
www.grizzly.com

Gross Stabil
517/279-8040

Hampton House/Katie Jig
800/881-8601

Hartville Tool
800/345-2396
www.hartvilletool.com =
Haubold/josef Kihlberg
of America
800/437-9818
www.kihlberg.se

Hitachi Power Tools
800/829-4752

800/706-7337
www.hitachi.com

HTC

(see Clayton)

Inca/Garrett Wade Co.
800/221-2942
www.garrettwade.com.

ISM

800/378-3430
WWW.iSMSYs.com

Jamerco, Inc.
800/526-5020

WWW. jamerco.com

JDS Company
800/382-2637

www.thejdscompany.com
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Sources

Jepson Power Tool
800/456-8665
www.jepsonpowertool.com

Jesada Tools
800/531-5559
www. jesada.com

Jet Equipment & Tools, Inc.
800/274-6848
www. jettools.com

John Jordon Woodturning
Stubby Lathe

651/941-1247
www.stubbylathe.com

Klein Design, Inc.
425/226-5937

Laguna Tools
800/332-4094
www.lagunatools.com

Lamello/Colonial Saw
800/252-6355
www.csaw.com

Leigh Industries
800/663-8932

Lobo Machine Power Tools
800/786-5626
www.lobomachine.com

Makita USA, Inc.
800/462-5482
www.makitatools.com

Master Power
Coeper Power Tools
800/845-5629
www.cooperindustries.com

Max, USA Corp.
800/223-4293

Metabo Corp.
800/638-2264
www.metabousa.com

Milwaukee Electric Tool Corp.
262/781-3600
www.mil-electric-tool.com

Mini Max/

SCM Group USA
800/292-1850
770/813-8818
WWW.SCMgroup-usa.com
Murphy-Rodgers, Inc.
323/587-4118

MVM Lathe/
Colonial Saw
888/777-2729
Www.csaw.com

Nichols Enterprises, Inc.
541/449-1464
www.nicholslathe.com

Nordic Saw
800/345-3535

North State/Leneave Supply Co.

800/442-2302

MNova
(see Carba-Tech)

Oneida Air Systems
800/732-4065
315/476-5151
www.oneida-air.com

Oneway Mfg.
800/565-7288
www.oneway.on.ca

Panasonic
800/338-0552
201/392-6655

www.panasonic.com/cordlesstools

Paslode
800/682-3428
www.paslode.com

Penn State Industries (PSI)

800/377-7297
www.pennstateind.com

Performax Products
800/274-6848
www.performaxproducts.com

Porter-Cable/Delta

International Machinery

800/487-8665
www.porter-cable.com
www.deltawoodworking.com

Power Tool Specialists
(see Tradesman)

Powermatic
800/274-6848
www.powermatic.com

Pro-Tech Power
800/888-6603
www.pro-techpower.com

PS Wood Machines
(PS Machinery, Inc.)
B800/939-4414
412/831-5402

www. pswood.com

Quincy Compressor
217/222-7700
www.quincycompressor.com

RBiIndustries
800/487-2623
www.rbiwoodtools.com

Record Power Tools/
American Tool Group
905/428-1077
847/478-1698

Reliant/Trend-Lines
800/767-9999
www.trend-lines.com

Ridgid (Emerson Tool Co.)

800/474-3443
www.ridgid.com

Robert Sorby/
Farris Machinery
800/872-5489
www.robert-sorby.co.uk

Robland
{see Laguna Tools)

Ryobi Power Tools
800/323-4615
800/525-2579
www.ryobi.com

Seco Machinery Tool
626/334-6668
WWW.Seco-usa.com

Senco Products, Inc.

800/543-4596
WWW.SeNnco.com

The Serious Lathe Co.
800/211-1484
www.seriouslathe.com

Sherline Lathes/
Hut Products, Inc.
800/547-5461 .
www.hutproducts.com
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Shopsmith, Inc.
800/543-9396
www.shopsmith.com
Sioux Tools
800/722-7290
712/252-0525

Skil

(see Bosch)

Spotnails/Peace Industries
800/873-2239

www.spotnails.com

Stanley Bostitch
800/556-6696
www.stanleyworks.com

Starrett

978/249-5330
www.starrett.com

Stubby Lathe

(see John Jordan Woodturning)
Sunhill Machinery
800/929-4321
www.sunhillmachinery.com

Thomas Industries
800/558-7721
www.thomaspumps.com

www.3M.com\woodworking

Tradesman Power Tool Specialists
800/243-5114
www.tradesman-rexon.com

Transpower
800/654-7702
Trend-Lines
(see Reliant)

VB36 Lathe
(see Carba-Tech)

Vega Enterprises
800/222-8342

Viecmarg/Craft Supplies USA
(see Carba-Tech)

Virutex
800/868-9663
212/989-9868
www.virutex.com

Wagner Electronic Products
800/727-4023

612/519-3555 -~
www.wagnerspraytech.com

Williams & Hussey Machine Co., Inc.
603/654-6828
www.williamsnhussey.com

Wilke Machinery Co./Bridgewood
(see Bridgewood)

Woodfast
(see Carba-Tech)

Woodmaster Tools/Timberking
800/821-6651
www.woodmastertoois.com

Woodtek/
Woodworker’s Supply
800/645-9292
WoodWrite, Ltd.
888/966-3974
www.woodwriteltd.com
Yorkcraft

(see Bridgewood/Wilke)
Zyliss

(see Advanced Machinery/
AMI/Hegner) W
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What’s
Coming U

in our December 2001 issue

Shop Storage Cabinet

Do you have cans of finish, bottles of glue, and boxes of leftover
hardware coming out your ears? (Eww... that’s quite an image,
st it?!) If you do, Tim Johnson’s got the answer for you: a cabi-
net that'll help organize all the stuff in your shop, plus automo-
tive, yard and all sorts of other household junk. We're building

- three of em just for the AW shop!

Craftsman-Style Bookcase

Here’s Randy Johnson, working on the prototype for this handsome
wall unit. Too big for your shop, you say? I don’t think so. Randy’s
designed it with an unusual knockdown approach that allows you to
build and finish all the parts separately, carry them to your living
room, and assemble the whole piece there.

:

Tool Test:
Cordless Drills

- It’s amazing that we can build anything in the shop with all the
tools being tested. Tom Caspar’s got 53 cordless drills here, plus all
their chargers and batteries, and we've had two dozen woodworkers
in for our Consumer Test Panel. Want to add your two cents worth?
Send your comments about cordless drills to
amwood@concentric.net.

Face-Frame Cabinets  /\pmemr
you liked Ls€orge vondriskas story on p o mmﬂW@RK

love this one. He takes you step-by-step through a proven
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and bullet-proof approach to basic cabinet construction.



From our readers

Shoehorn Vanity

Ibuilta 7 ft.-long vanity in my garage shop for installation
in an upstairs bathroom. Préliminary measurements of the
doors, hallways and stairway indicated we could fit it in place,
no problem. We willed the up-ended cabinet up the first flight
of stairs, discovered the second flight narrower than the first
and had to remove the handrail. At the top of the second
flight, we realized we had to remove a thermostat and ceiling
light fixture to get the vanity through the opening. As we tried
fitting it through the bathroom door we realized the bottom
of the door (which we'd measured) was wider than the
top, necessitating the removal of the door, door casing
and jamb. In order to finally tilt it into place, we had
to remove a fold-down attic stairway, springs and
all. It took more time to reassemble the house
than it did to install the vanity.

Jon Frost
When in doubt, find (or tape together)
a cardboard box the same size as
whatever you're building and try
maneuvering that through the
house to your project’s final destination. It'll save
you a lot of time, head scratching and back aching.

Bleeding Table

I made a small walnut table as a birthday present for my
mother-in-law. As always, when I'm building projects with
deadlines, [ was running late, and I was still applying the Dan-
ish oil late on the night before her birthday. No problem, I
thought, there’ll be plenty of time for the finish to dry. I deliv-
ered the table, which felt dry to the touch, around noon the
next day. An hour later, the finish was oozing out of the pores
of the walnut, as sticky and glossy little specks. What a disas-
ter! My problem was (I think) that my shop is not very well
heated, and my mother-in-law likes her house plenty warm.
The oil that was down inside the wood hadn’t actually dried,
and when I brought the table into a warm room the heat
drove it to the surface. Next time, I'll let the finish dry in a
warmer place!

Jean Bartholome
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Two Left Sides

I'was building a set of bookshelves out of walnut ply-
wood for our living room. Without thinking too much
about it, when I was cutting and drilling, I made the two
sides identical. Bonehead move. I ended up with two left
sides, instead of a left and a right.

There was nothing I could do except cut a new side and
toss the other on the firewood pile. Expensive firewood!

Ron Swarza
We got a chuckle out of this
one, because most of us
here have made the same
mistake, sometimes
more than once!
Unfortunately,
there’s no magic
cure; it’s just one of
the things you learn
to watch out for,
and we try to
warn you about
in advance. W

If you have a woodworking blunder you're willing to share, send
it to us with a sketch or photo. We pay $100 for each one we

‘print. Send to: AW Oops!; American Woodworker, 2915

Commers Drive, Suite 700, Eagau; MN 55121. Submis-
sions can' be returned and become our pmperty upon acceprarice
and payment.
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INTRODUCING THE

MULTI DRILL & DRIVER

FROM PANASONIC.

* Revolutionary dual mode gear design
goes from drill & driver to impact driver

with the flick of a switch.
« Snap-on, 1/2" keyless chuck.

« High-capacity 3.0Ah Ni-MH battery, for
the type of stamina you wish you had.

¢ All the speed for drilling wood and
long-lasting, high-torque power for
fastening in wood, metal, and concrete.

Call 1-800-338-0552 or visit www.panasonic.com/cordlesstools for more information.
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Taking Band Saws
to New Levels

e Best specificalions |ntﬁe"rrtdustry
e Dynamically balanced cast-iron flywheels

» Wider blades for straighter and smoother re-sawing
e Luro guides

You have heard about them, you know that they are e Conforms to the toughest dust standards
called the best, now it is time to own one. Our band saws » Quiet and smooth with more power
have won an Editors Choice Award and our customers » Robot welded steel frames
rave about them. But don’t take our word, call today and e More resaw height
order your free demonstration video and see for yourself ® Rack and Pinion
why they are in such great demand. e Fasy blade change
Designed by Laguna Tools and imported from [taly, * Mobility kit available
we have the finest and largest selection of European band e Manufactured in Italy
saws in the country. e Order a custom macde band saw to suit your needs.

LAGUNA TOOLS

You Build With Wood, We Build With Trust.

800-234-1976 800-234-1976
17101 Murphy Avenue Irvine, CA 92614 100 Central Avenue South Kearny, NJ 07032

(949) 474-1200 = FX (949) 474-0150 (973) 491-0102 * FX (973) 491-0591

E Mail: mail@lagunatools.com Web: www.lagunatools.com
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